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Study B
acks T

heory of 'G
rassy K

noll' 
N

ew
 R

eport Says 
Second G

unm
an 

Fired at K
ennedy 

B
y G

o
o

se
s L

A
R

D
N

III fa
. 

W
o
th

ih
g
tve

t h
u
t &

JR
/tite

r 

T
h
e
 H

o
u
se

 A
ssa

ssin
a
tio

n
s C

o
n
u
n
itte

e
 

m
ay have been right after all: T

here w
as a 

sh
o

t fro
m

 th
e

 g
ra

ssy kn
o

ll 
T

h
a
t w

a
s th

e
 ke

y fin
d
in

g
 o

f th
e
 m

a
g
u
s-

&
m

u
tt in

v
e
s
tig

a
tio

n
 th

a
t c

o
n
c
lu

d
e
d
 2

2
 

years ago that P
resident John F

. K
ennedy's 

m
urder in D

allas in 1963 w
as "probably 

the result of a conspiracy.' A
 shot from

 the 
g

ra
ssy kn

o
ll m

e
a

n
t th

a
t tw

o
 g

u
n

m
e

n
 m

u
st 

h
a
ve

 fire
d
 a

t th
e
 p

re
sid

e
n
t w

ith
in

 a
 sp

lit. 
second sequence. Lee H

arvey O
sw

ald, ac-
cused, of firing three shots at K

etutedy from
 

a
 p

e
rch

 a
t th

e
 M

a
n

s S
ch

o
o

l B
o

o
k D

e
p

o
sb

 
b

a
y, co

u
ld

 n
o

t h
a

ve
 b

e
e

n
 in

 tw
o

 p
la

ce
s a

t 
o
n
 A

 special panel of the N
ational A

cadem
y 

of S
ciences subsequently disputed the evi-

dence of a fourth shot, contained on a police 
dictabell o4 the sounds in D

ealey P
lant that 

T
h
e
 p

a
n
e
l in

siste
d
 it w

a
s sim

p
ly ra

n
-

dom
 noise, perhaps static, recorded about a 

m
in

u
te

 a
fte

r th
e

 sh
o

o
tin

g
 w

h
ile

 K
e

n
n

e
d

y's 
inon,oleade w

as en route to P
arkland H

oapi. 
ta

t, A
n
ie

w
, p

e
e
r-re

vie
w

e
d
 a

rticle
 in

 S
cie

n
ce

 
a

n
d

 Ju
stice

, a
 q

u
a

rte
rly p

u
b

lica
tio

n
 o

f B
rit-

a
in

's F
o

re
n

sic S
cie

n
ce

 S
o

cie
ty, sa

ys th
e

 
N

A
S

 p
a

n
d

a
 stu

d
y w

a
s se

rio
u

sly fla
w

e
d

- It 
sa

ys th
e

 p
a

n
e

l fa
ile

d
 to

 ta
ke

 in
to

 a
cco

u
n

t 
the W

ords of a D
allas patrolm

an that show
 

the gunshot-lice noises occurred at the ex-
act instant that John P

. K
ennedy w

as assts. 
sin

n
e
d
." 

D
p
i fa

ct, th
e
 a

u
th

o
r o

f th
e
 a

rticle
, 

'Ja
io

, a
 g

o
vce

n
m

e
n

t scie
n

tist a
n

d
 JF

K
 

a
skin

a
in

a
tio

n
 rce

u
rch

e
r, sa

id
 it w

as m
ore 

th
a

n
 9

6
 p

e
rce

n
t ce

rta
in

 th
a

t th
e

re
 w

a
s a

 
sliothom

 the grassy knoll to the right of the 
p
re

sid
e
n
t's lim

o
u
sin

e
, in

 a
d
d
itio

n
 to

 th
e
 

three shols from
 a book depositary w

indow
 

a
b

o
ve

 a
n

d
 b

e
h

in
d

 th
e

 p
re

sid
e

n
t's lim

o
u

-
sin

e
. 

G
. R

obert B
lakey, form

er chief counsel to 
the H

ouse A
ssassinations C

om
m

ittee, said 
the N

A
B

 panel's study alw
ays bothered him

 
because it dism

issed all four putative shots 
a

s ra
n

d
o

m
 n

o
ise

—
e

ve
n

 th
o

u
g

h
 th

e
 th

re
e

 
n

o
u

n
d

b
u

rs
ta

 fro
m

 th
e

 b
o

o
k
 d

e
p

o
s
ila

y
 

m
atched up precisely w

ills film
 of the assas• 

sin
a

tio
n

 a
n

d
 o

th
e

r e
vid

e
n

ce
 su

ch
 a

s th
e

 
echo patterns in D

ealey P
im

a and the speed 
of K

ennedy's m
otorcade. 

'T
h
is is a

n
 b

o
n
ie

st, ca
re

fu
l scie

n
tific e

x-
am

ination of everything w
e did, w

ith all the 
appropriate statistical checks," B

lakey said 
of T

hom
as's w

ork. 
It sh

o
w

s th
a
t w

e
 m

a
d
e
 m

ista
ke

s, to
o
, 

b
u

t m
in

o
r m

is
ta

k
e

s
. T

h
e

 m
a

in
 th

in
g

 is
 

w
h
e
n
 p

u
sh

 co
m

e
s to

 sh
o
ve

, h
e increased  

the degree of ounfideace that the shot from
 

th
e
 g

ra
ssy kn

o
ll w

a
s re

a
l, n

o
t sta

tic. W
e
 

th
o
u
g
h
t th

e
re

 w
a
s a

 9
5
 p

e
rce

n
t ch

a
n
ce

 it 
w

a
s a

 sh
o

t. H
e

 p
u

ts it a
t 9

6
.3

 p
e

rce
n

t. E
i-

th
e
r w

a
y
, th

a
t's

 'b
e
y
o
n
d
 

a 
reasonable 

c
lo

a
k
' ' 

T
he sounds of assassination w

ere record-
e

d
 a

t D
a

lla
s p

o
lice

 h
e

a
d

q
u

a
rte

rs w
h

e
n

 a
 , 

m
o

to
rcycle

 p
a

tro
lm

a
n

 in
a

d
ve

rte
n

tly le
ft h

is 
m

icro
p
h
o
n
e
 sw

itch
 in

 th
e
 "o

n
" p

o
sitio

n
, 

d
e
lu

g
in

g
 h

is
 tra

n
s
m

ittin
g
 c

h
a
n
n
e
l w

ith
 

w
hat seem

ed to be m
otorcycle noise. U

sing 
so

p
h
istica

te
d
 te

ch
n
iq

u
e
s, a

 te
a
m

 o
f scie

n
-

tists e
n
liste

d
 b

y th
e
 H

o
u
se

 co
m

m
itte

e
 fil-

tered out the noise and cam
e up w

ith 'audi-
b
le

 e
ve

n
ts' w

ith
in

 a
 1

0
e
m

o
n
d
 tim

e
 fram

e 
that it believed m

ight be gunfire. 
T

he W
arren C

om
m

ission had concluded 
in

 1
9
6
4
 th

a
t o

n
ly th

re
e
 sh

o
ts, a

ll fro
m

 b
e
-

h
in

d
, a

ll fro
m

 O
sw

a
ld

's rifle
, w

e
re

 fire
d
 in

 
D

e
a
le

y P
la

za
 a

s th
e
 m

o
to

rca
d
e
 p

a
sse

d
 

th
ro

u
g
h
. B

u
t th

e
 I lo

u
se

 e
xp

e
rts, a

fte
r e

x-
te

n
sive

 te
sts, fo

u
n
d
 1

0
 e

ch
o
 p

a
tte

rn
s th

a
t 

m
atched sounds ernanatingfrorn the grassy 

kn
o
ll, tra

ve
lin

g
 ca

re
fu

lly m
e
a
su

re
d
 d

is-
tances to nearby buildings and then bounc-
in

g
 o

ff th
e
m

 to
 h

it th
e
 o

p
e
n
 m

o
to

rcycle
 

tra
n

sm
itte

r. 
T

h
e
y a

lso
 p

la
ce

d
 th

e
 u

n
kn

o
w

n
 g

u
n
m

a
n
 

b
e
h
in

d
 a

 p
ic

k
e
t fe

n
c
e
 a

t th
e
 to

p
 o

f th
e
 

g
ra

ssy kn
o
ll, in

 fro
n
t o

f a
n
d
 to

 th
e
 rig

h
t o

f 
the presidential lim

ousine. T
he H

ouse edit?, 
m

ittee concluded that this shot m
issed, and 

th
a
t K

e
n
n
e
d
y w

a
s kille

d
 b

y a fin
al b

u
lks 

fro
m

 O
sw

a
ld

's rifle
. T

h
o

m
a

s, b
y co

n
tra

st. 
believes it w

as the shot from
 the knoll, sev-

en-tenths of a second earlier, that killed the 

S
um

ba indicates w
indow

 at the T
exas S

chaal 
kook D

epository from
 M

im
e lea H

arvey 
O

sw
ald Is believed to have fired at the 

m
otorcade of President K

ennedy. 

president. 
T

he N
A

S
 panel, assigned to conduct fur-

th
e

r stu
d

ie
s a

fte
r th

e
 co

m
m

itte
e

 clo
se

d
  

d
o

w
n

, sa
id

 in
 1

9
8

2
 th

a
t th

e
 n

o
ise

s o
n

 th
e

 
ta

p
e

 p
re

vio
u

sly id
e

n
tifie

d
 a

s g
u

n
sh

o
ts 

w
e
re

 re
co

rd
e
d
 a

b
o
u
t o

n
e
 m

in
u
te

 a
fte

r th
e
 

president w
as allot." 

T
h
e
 N

A
S

 e
xp

e
rts, headed b

y p
h
ysicist 

N
o

rm
a

n
 F

. R
a

m
se

y o
f H

a
rva

rd
, re

a
ch

e
d

 
th

a
t co

n
clu

sio
n

 a
fte

r stu
d

yin
g

 th
e

 so
u

n
d

s 
o

n
 th

e
 tw

o
 ra

d
io

 M
a

m
a

s
 D

a
lla

s
 p

o
lic

e
 

w
ere using that clay. R

outine transm
issions 

w
e
re

 1111111C o
n

 C
h

a
n

e
l O

n
e

 a
n

d
 re

co
rd

e
d

 
o
n
 a

 d
icla

b
e
lt a

t p
o
lice

 h
e
a
d
q
u
a
rte

m
 A

n
 

auxiliary frequency, C
hannel T

w
o, w

as ded-
ica

n
d
 to

 th
e
 p

re
sid

e
n
t's m

o
to

rca
d
e
 a

n
d
 

used prim
arily by D

allas P
olice C

hief Jesse 
C

urry; its transm
issions w

ere recorded on a 
aeparate G

ray A
udograph disc m

achine. 
T

h
e

 sh
o

o
tin

g
 to

o
k p

la
ce

 w
ith

in
 a

n
 1

8
-

se
co

n
d

 in
te

rva
l th

a
t b

e
a

m
s w

ith
 C

u
rry in

 
th

e
 le

a
d
 ca

r a
n
n
o
u
n
cin

g
 o

n
 C

h
a
n
n
e
l T

w
o
 

th
a
t th

e
 m

o
to

rca
d
e
 w

a
s a

p
p
ro

a
ch

in
g
 a

 tri-
ple underpass and ended w

ith the chief slat-
in

g
 u

rg
e

n
tly: "G

o
 to

 th
e

 h
o

sp
ita

l." W
h

a
t 

seem
ed to he the gunshot', w

ere picked up 
on C

hannel O
ne during that interval. 

T
h
e
 N

A
S

 p
a
n
e
l p

o
in

te
d
 o

u
t th

a
t D

a
lla

s 
C

o
u

n
ty S

h
eriff B

ill D
e
cke

r co
u
ld

 b
e
 h

e
a
rd

 
o
n
 b

o
th

 ch
a
n
ce

ls sa
yin

g
, "... H

o
ld

 e
ve

ry- 
th

in
g
 se

cu
re

 	
se

e
m

in
g

ly a
b

o
u

t a
 h

a
lf- 

se
co

n
d

 a
fte

r th
e

 la
st g

u
n

sh
o

t o
n

 C
h

a
n

n
e

l 
O

n
e
. C

u
rry h

a
d
 a

lre
a
d
y to

ld
 e

ve
ryo

n
e
 o

n
 

C
h
a
n
n
e
l T

w
o
 a

 m
in

u
te

 e
a
rlie

r to
 g

o
 to

 th
e
 

h
o
sp

ita
l. A

sa result, the R
am

sey panel con-
clu

d
e

d
 th

a
t th

e
 su

p
p

o
se

d
 g

u
n

sh
o

t n
o

ise
s 

cam
e "too late to be attributed to assassina-

tio
n

 sh
o

ts." 
W

h
a

t a
ctu

a
lly h

a
p

p
e

n
e

d
 w

a
s th

a
t C

u
rry 

issu
e
d
 h

is "g
o
 to

 th
e
 h

o
sp

ita
l" o

rd
e
r rig

h
t  

iu
 O

PR
O

IN
SSC

O
M

I•11. 

K
ennedy is show

n le D
allas o

n
 N

a
n

 2
7

,1
9

8
3

, , 
one m

inute before he w
as shot. A

 sew
 study 

supports the theory th
a
t a

 se
co

n
d
 g

u
n
m

a
n
 ' 

w
as Involved in his assassination, 	

• 

after th
e first sh

o
ts w

ere fired
, %

m
tn

d
in

g
 

K
e

n
n

e
d

y a
n

d
 'th

a
n

 G
o

v. Jo
h

n
 C

o
n

n
e

lly, 
'T

h
e

 fin
a

l b
u

lle
t w

a
s fire

d
 in

 a
lm

o
st th

e
 

n
u
m

 M
a
la

n
' th

a
t C

u
rry u

tte
re

d
 h

is curry
m

a
n
d
. A

 m
in

u
te

 la
te

r, D
e
cke

r, rid
in

g
 in

 th
e
 

sam
e car w

ith C
urry, grabbed the m

ike and 
issu

e
d

 h
is o

rd
e

rs to
 "h

o
ld

 e
ve

ryth
in

g
 se

-
c
u

re
.' 

T
h

e
 N

A
B

 e
xp

e
rts m

a
d

e
 se

ve
ra

l e
rro

rs, 
lita

n
ie

s sa
id

, b
u

t th
e

ir b
ig

g
e

st m
ista

ke
 w

a
s 

in
 u

sin
g
 D

e
cke

r's w
o
rd

s to
 lin

e
 u

p
 th

e
 tw

o
 

ch
a

n
n

e
ls. T

h
e

y ig
n

o
re

d
 a

 m
u

ch
 cle

a
re

r in
-

stance of cross talk w
hen D

allas police S
gt. ' 

S
 Q

, B
ash can be heard on both channels, 

asking: "Y
ou w

ant one to hold th
is tra

ffic o
n
 

S
im

m
o
n
s u

n
td

 w
e
 fin

d
 o

u
t m

a
n
tlin

g
, o

r 
le

t it g
a
r 

T
h

o
se

 re
m

a
rks cu

m
 1

7
9

 se
co

n
d

a
 a

fte
r 

the last gunshot m
u C

hannel O
ne and 180 

se
co

n
d
s a

fte
r C

u
rry's o

rd
e
r to

 'g
o
 to

 th
e
 

h
o
sp

ita
l' o

n
 C

h
a
n
n
e
l T

h
u
. W

h
e
n
 &

Ita
lia

 
w

o
o
l:ta

re
 u

se
d
 to

 line op the tw
o channels, 

T
h

o
m

a
s fo

u
n

d
, th

e
 g

u
n

sh
o

t so
u

n
d

s 'o
ccu

r , 
a
t th

e
 e

xa
ct in

sta
n
t th

a
t Jo

h
n
 P

. K
e
n
n
e
d
y 

w
as assassinated." 
H

ow
 is It, then, that D

eckers rem
arks on 

C
h
a
n
n
e
l O

n
e
 co

m
e
 a

 fu
ll m

in
u
te

 a
fte

r C
u
r-

ry's on C
hannel T

w
o and yet a hall second 

after the bast gunshot an C
hannel O

ne? 
"A

's a n
dnplaced hit of speech," T

hom
as 

sa
id

 in
 a

n
 in

te
rvie

w
. 'A

n
 o

ve
rd

u
b
. T

h
e
 re

. -
co

rd
in

g
 n

e
e
d
le

 fo
r C

h
a
n
n
e
l O

n
e
 p

ro
b
a
b
ly 

ju
m

p
e
d
. Y

o
u
 ca

n
 h

e
a
r D

e
cke

r g
ivin

g
 a

 
w

h
o
le

 n
e
t o

f in
stru

ctio
n
s o

n
 C

h
a
n
n
e
l T

w
o
, 

b
u
t o

n
 C

h
a
n
n
e
l O

n
e
, yo

u
 g

e
t o

n
ly s fra

g
-

m
e
n
t,'... h

o
ld

 e
ve

ryth
in

g
 se

cu
re

.... " 
A

cco
rd

in
g

 to
 T

h
o

m
a

s, th
e

 N
A

S
 p

a
n

e
l 

m
ade other m

istaken in calculating the po• 
sitio

n
 o

f th
e
 g

ra
ssy kn

o
ll sh

o
o
te

r, in
 fixin

g
 

th
e

 tim
e

 o
f th

a
t a

n
a

l a
n

d
 In

 s
ta

tin
g

 th
e

 
C

hannel T
w

o recorder had stopped w
hen it 

h
a
d
n
't. In

 a
ll, T

h
o
m

a
s sa

id
, th

e
 ch

a
n
ce

s o
f 

the N
A

B
 panel having been right w

ere 1 in 
160,090. 

H
o
m

e
 co

m
m

ittee experts Jam
es B

arger, 
M

a
rk W

e
iss a

n
d
 F

rit A
sch

ke
n
a
sy, h

a
ve

 a
l-

w
a
ys h

e
ld

 fin
n
 to

 th
e
ir fin

d
in

g
s o

f a
 sh

o
t 

from
 the knoll. S

im
ilarly, R

am
sey, as chair-

m
a

n
 o

f th
e

 H
A

S
 p

a
n

e
l, sa

id
 la

st w
e

e
ke

n
d

 
th

a
t h

e
 w

a
s
 "n

il fa
irly

 c
o
n
fid

e
n
t" o

f h
is

 
g
ro

u
p
's w

o
rk, b

u
t h

e
 sa

id
 h

e
 w

a
ttle

d
 to

 
study the S

cience and Justice article before 
m

a
kin

g
 fu

rth
e

r co
m

m
e

n
t. H

e
 sa

id
 h

e
 d

id
 

n
o
t re

ca
ll th

e
 &

B
a
h
 cro

ssta
lk- 

A
rrow

 at left show
s w

here D
eltas P

olice O
fficer B

ebby W
. H

argis had gone to search m
assy knoll shortly after P

resident K
ennedy w

as shel. 


