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T
w

o gunm
en fired at K

ennedy, study claim
s 

`G
rassy knoll' theory 

gains new
 credibility 

B
Y

 SIN
F

,A
D

 D
'H

A
N

L
O

N
 

L
O

N
D

O
N

 —
 T

w
o gunm

en 
w

ere alm
ost certainly involved 

in the assassination of form
er 

U
.S

. president John F
. K

ennedy 
in 1963, a B

ritish forensic scien-
tist has said. 

In
 a p

eer-rev
iew

ed
 p

ap
er 

published in the B
ritish F

oren-
sic S

cien
ce S

o
ciety

's jo
u

rn
al 

S
cien

ce a
n
d
 Ju

stice, D
r. D

.B
. 

T
h

o
m

as ad
d

s w
eig

h
t to

 th
e 

"grassy knoll" theory that a sec-
ond gunm

an shot at the presi-
dent at alm

ost exactly the sam
e 

m
o

m
en

t as assassin
 L

ee H
ar-

v
ey

 O
sw

ald
 fired

 th
ree sh

o
ts 

fro
m

 th
e T

ex
as S

ch
o
o
l B

o
o
k
 

D
epository. 
D

r. T
hom

as said based on an 
analysis of echoes on acoustic 
recordings from

 the D
allas po-

lice radio channels, there w
as a 

9
6
.3

-p
er-cen

t ch
an

ce th
at a 

shot w
as fired by a second per- 

son on the knoll. 
K

ennedy w
as assassinated on 

N
ov. 22, 1963, as his m

otorcade 
passed through D

ealey P
laza in 

d
o
w

n
to

w
n
 D

allas. H
is d

eath
 

gripped the w
orld and sparked 

countless conspiracy theories, 
ranging from

 a M
afia hit, to F

i-
del C

astro, to a K
G

B
 plot. 

E
yew

itness Jean H
ill, know

n 
as "T

he L
ady in R

ed" in footage 
o

f th
e assassin

atio
n

, alw
ay

s 
m

ain
tain

ed
 sh

e h
eard

 a sh
o
t  

from
 the grassy knoll, not the 

book depository. M
rs. H

ill, w
ho 

d
ied

 last y
ear, ran

 to
w

ard
 th

e 
knoll to see the shooter, but w

as 
stopped by tw

o police officers. 
In 1964, the W

arren C
om

m
is-

sion concluded that only three 
shots w

ere fired by a single as-
sassin —

 O
sw

ald —
 from

 the 
b

o
o

k
 d

ep
o

sito
ry

 at th
e n

o
rth

-
east co

rn
er o

f D
ealey

 P
laza, 

w
h
ich

 w
as ab

o
v
e an

d
 b

eh
in

d
 

the president's lim
ousine. T

he  

'g
rassy

 k
n

o
ll w

as to
 th

e rig
h

t 
and in front of the lim

ousine. 
O

sw
ald w

as shot dead short-
ly afterw

ards by Jack R
uby. 

A
 1978 investigation by the 

H
ouse of R

epresentatives' S
e-

lect C
om

m
ittee on A

ssassina-
tions, w

hich exam
ined the ra-

dio evidence, found the assassi-
nation w

as probably a conspir-
acy, but a later study by the U

.S. 
N

ational R
esearch C

ouncil dis-
m

issed
 th

e g
u
n
sh

o
t n

o
ises as  

static. 
D

r. T
hom

as' findings support 
the earlier view

. H
e said the N

a-
tio

n
al A

cad
em

y
 o

f S
cien

ces 
m

ade m
istakes in lining up con-

v
ersatio

n
s o

n
 tw

o
 p

o
lice fre-

quencies, m
aking it sound as if a 

g
u
n
sh

o
t n

o
ise h

eard
 th

ro
u
g
h
 

the radio of a patrolm
an w

ith 
the m

otorcade occurred long af-
ter the president had been shot. 

"T
he unam

biguous cross-talk 
ev

id
en

ce in
d

icates th
at th

e 
g

u
n

sh
o

t-lik
e so

u
n

d
s ... w

ere 
recorded over the police radio 
at the precise instant the presi-
dent w

as being assassinated by 
gunfire," D

r. T
hom

as said. 
G

. R
obert B

lakey, the form
er 

ch
ief co

u
n
sel fo

r th
e H

o
u
se 

C
om

m
ittee on A

ssassinations 
w

elcom
ed the findings. 

"T
h
e m

ain
 th

in
g
 is w

h
en

 
p

u
sh

 co
m

es to
 sh

o
v

e, h
e in

-
creased

 th
e d

eg
ree o

f co
n
fi-

d
en

ce th
at th

e sh
o
t fro

m
 th

e 
grassy knoll w

as real, not stat-
ic" he said. 
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