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DLTAILS SYNOPSIS 

The precise trajectory of bullets striking 
President Kennedy cannot be positively as-
certained by the resulting wounds. State-
ments obtained from physicians who attended 

• • 	 the President at Parkland Hospital, Dallas, 
Texas. 

DETAILS OF INVESTIGATION  

Purauant to instructions, inquiry was conducted in an effort to determina 
the trajectory of the bullets which struck the President by the path of the 
projectiles in the body of the President as demonstrated by the points of 
entry tied egress. 	 , . 

To this end the following was done:.  

1. The 3 mm color motion picture film of the assassination Ab  . ecene tahea by . ranam Zapruda on 11-22-63 vas extensively 
studied. 	 . • 	 :' . 	 . . 	. 

-: 	- 

 

2. Various still photographs Of the assassination scene were 
reviewed. 	V  

3: Statements Of witnesses were examined. 

4: Physicians who attended President Kennedy at Parkland Ebapital,, 
we iazerviewed: 	 .r 

5. Tte ellnical record and autopsy protocol (A63-272) prepared cy 

3. J. Humes, MC, USN, Beehesda Naval Hospital, was rovieeed. 
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6. Inspection of the sceneof'the assaseinatioe.yas made. 

' As a result of thede efforts it - is concluded that the wounds 

indicate that both of the two bullets which' struck the. President were 

fired from a position to the rear of and above the level of the Presiden
t 

cs stated in the pathological examination report (page 6, paragraph 2 
under Summary) signed by J. 3. Fumes, Cdr., MC, USTI; J. Thornton ::isewell, 

Cdr., M.C, USN; and Pierre A. Finck, Lt. Col., MC, USA. -A more precise 
. 

determination does not appear to be warranted by the pathological aspects. 

Considetatioe rluct be Given to unknown factors such as the exact positio
n.' 

of posture, both horizontal and vertical, of the President, at the insta
nt' 

each of the projectiles entered his body; the speed and force of the Wlete;. , 

the incline and speed_ of the automobile in which the President sat; the"'
 

probable deflection of the missiles.in the body after entrance, and other 

variables. 

The probable trajectory-  has been tentatively established by other 

evidence and circumstances which are reported elsewhere. The Federal 

Bureau of investigatioa laboratory has identified the bullets which stru
ck 

the President as having been fired from a 6.5 mm Careen Italian militar
y 

rifle which was found in the northwest corner of the sixth floor of the 

r2ceas school Book Depository Building. Three empty 6:5 mm shells found 
on 

to floor at the southeast corner of the some building have been associa
ted 

'1;.:!:1 the rifle. The Dallas Police Department .has identified fingerprin
ts 

of Lee Harvey Oswald on the some rifle and on cardboard cartons found at 

the window near the location of the empty shells.',. 

A plat of the assassination scene, forwarded to the Chief on 12-10-63, 

• was prepared by Robert H. West, Dallas County surveyor, and it 
indicates 

the erobablo trajectory of the bullets. 

Malcolm 0. Perry, Assistant Professor of. Surgery, Southwestern Medical -

School of the University of Texas, and Attending Surgeon at the Parkland 

hospital, when interviewed on 12-11-63, expressed the opinion that the fi
rst.  • 

-wound, in the President's neck, would not have been fatal. The mi
ssile path 

of this wound is from the upper right posterior thorax to the exit positi
on 

in the low anterior cervical region and is in alight general downward . 

i:oat:ion and from the right rear neck to center neck in front. , 

The path of the second bullet which struck the President (the third 

bullet fired) was from the.rear portion of the skull in the right occipi
tal 

rogioa through the right parietal region. • As far as this wound is concerned, , 

only the direction of the missile can be ascertained; i.e. from the rear
. 

The exact exit point of portions.of this bullet•isUnknown. 
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• . 	. • • •• .• • Inspector Kelley forwarded by offico memorandum dated 12-11-63, to Chief's Orrice, copies or statemeats•or the following-named doctors:'- , 	• 	• 	d 	•-• 
1. •Relatinc to the President. 

Charles S. CarAco, ND."' 
Nlcolm 0. Parry, ND 

	

Charles W. Baxter, ND 	
• Kemp Clark, ND 

Robert N. McClelland, ND. 
M. T. Jenkins, RD • 
Fouad Bashonr, ND 

Summary  by Hemp Clark, 10,. 

2. Relating to Governor 	Coax  

Robert Shale, MD 
Cbarles Grecoryi.MD 
Tom Shires, ND 

Relating to Lee Earvey:Osv4d 

. Tom' Shires, 10.  
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