) /]17 ulL/ 10/4/T1
Dear Judy and “im,

I wos ac glad to hesar from you last night and my mind then wes so much on other
matters 1 completely forzot something 1'd intended writing Yias about. 0f course I was
also pleased that you found the affidavit to be of worth.

When you phoned I was in the middle of a delicate letter to a psychiatrist who has
an intarest in the CIa's records on their mind=bending work, hopefully of the past. I
h.d hoped to meet this man this week but as when I was down there in June developments
forced me to end my tric to the west coast at mid-point: the other veople I hoped to see
had to be away. 1 was on to this nefarious species of "patriotism" years ago becsuse of
a secret Warren Commission yecord I obtained., Then it tudned out that the wan who was
killed, perhaps the first known of those killed in these exzperiments, was a local man
whope older son 1 knew when he was in high school. So, bacsuse it seems to have some
rolationship to the major thrust of my work I decided to obtain all that I could not
for my own present writing but to leave as an archive for the fulure, available to ell,
But i$ £s costing! I have thousands of pages already mnd have given others access to
them, Those I think will not draw crazy conclusions., But at the time the finmcial drain
got to be too heavy the CIA started to stonewall and withholid these records. I can 't
prass them to live within the law until I can pay the charges for the copies, about $2,000
for vhat I do not have. So, when you called, I was asking the doctor %o whem 1've psosen
but have never met, the onz %o whom I've ziven copies of all 1've received, if xu he would
advance the cost of my getting the copies so I could copy them before sending them on to
hiz instead of the other way around as it has been to now. It wes, for me at lsast, a
delicate matter and my mind was much on it when thas phone rang.

¢me of the things I'd planned for when 1 was there in June and wes not able to get
to because I went to New York was to try to find and speak to Dr. Tor Shires to see if
he would zive me a eimple affidavit to hse in this case. “t is mbout this that I'd intended
to write supersalesman Jim,

I'1l explein, beginning with the suggestion that you read the ezcerpt from his
deposition I have on p. 174 of Whitewash.

Dr. Shires waa chief of surgery bat he was at a medical meeting, I think in Galveston.
we Was rushed back end slthough he was not in on the Yonnally surgery, at least not at the
outset, he was the doctor in charge of Connally's case and recovery. Spzcter deposed him
in Dallas. I believe that becguse Specter 4id not like what Dr, Shires was really ssying
he saw to it that Dr. Shires was not called bafore the Commission memberse One of the
things Specter did not like is this quote from Shires' testimony. I believe there iz more
and that Specter did not £ind it possible to furn Shires around, ss when Shires expressed
confidence in Connally’s avareness when Connally recounted what he recalled. Connally's
recollections counter the feport's conclusions.

S0, at the least or minimu, an affidavit from Shires stating what this excerpt fron
his testimony states, would be helpful in this case be@ause from the officisl ascount of
the crime that fragment in Comnnally's chest, mentioned nwhere in the Report or anywhere
else in the 26 wolumes, has to have come from Bullet %99, *his besrs very hard on the
testing and compsrisons of test results the reports of which I seek in this Freedom of
Information =mit, agein not for my writing because I'11 not have time to write more on
that aspoct but to mske available to 211 the people, fres, and in the interest of estab-
lishing truth and fact.

I believe Dr. Shires may know more and I am more of the belief that from his professicnal

expsrience he may have opinions that should weighk heavily before an honest court. One is
whether or not there were or could or should have beem other fragments that were lost either
a3 the bullst 1lsft the cheat or in rlﬁmsinfr the wound. My interest here is in presenting

$o the court evidence or weight loss by “ullet 399, and in this comnsction any estimate
Shires can now provide of either the size or the weight of the fragment he saw in the X=rays.
Hore, whether or not for him, you may want to go over again what I have in Post Hortem

in the Commigoion efforts to avoid the significance of the fragmont in Connally's thigh
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by seeins to it that they had “ar ays without Feriland's honest interpretation of them
I don't xnow if Shires has or had records that would show what I'a interested in learning
and presanting to the court. Specter cul 311 of that off anid cut ¢f the recorde.

So, and now I have $o rush having had a call from a student who is couming for help,
I'd 1like sim to ask Shires, if he 1o still there, if he s willing 40 provids an affidavit
that can as simple as this excerpt from his testimony and if there is wore that he
Imows that ¢an bte relavert to the amount of metel in tha* or othor wounds bacsause this
relates very much not only to the tests that were required but to motive in withholding

than when I'ws beon trying fc zet then for more than 12 yzars.

If he iz wnwilling to talz: lot e lmow, doa't push him, I'1l ses if I can get someone
2lne o put in s zood word ond then fry again,

I've heard nothing from Buddy Walthers® or Alan Sweatt’s widows su I auppo-:e that
on their own they sra reluctant 40 got involvsde Nzither lotter was retwmed so * know
they wers received., I also know I had the correct addressas.

I've elso tried, through soceons i1 also did not have time $o look up, that Judge
“rown's newer wifas haes what records he had snd the son did not and could not got theme
The zon is & lawysr end iz lmewn to thds othor friead, who 4id spesk $o him,

If there had been tize 1 had wanted tnspeaktoﬂrs. Uregory and Jenking. Jenkins
did speak %o friends and associates and hie family at the time of the crime. If I wan
got down there again and not be interrupted perhaps I can make efforts with them. The
time Parry and Curico spoke to me I ras oub of tize and money.

I will probably b« interrupted in the word I'm tsldng an older and mors sxpordenced
parson's liberty dn addressing tou those %wo beautiful and promising young women you have
doun there who have made decisions sbout continuing their formal edusation so reminiscont
of ny own experionce and my own exTors when L was their age. It was a litile different
with mo because that was in the Great Pepreasién days, my father hsd disd, end I had %o
help ths farily as the only son aad the oidest chiid. I did not Tin:sh college. There
were times when I could hxve done this at night but I feiled to do it. Leter, after
Forld War IT, I did try and it was not possible. I've regretted it much.

In my own ease I will not put those fine young ladies on by moirspresenting to them,
I do not believo that if 1 had obiained my degree it would heve made any differasnce in
ny eavoing capacity. I alsc will not nisroprgment to them and tell them it would have
prepared e for what I am not prepared for. r that + can atitibute any penny i've ever
earned $o what I did leaxn in college. There"are other reesons that for most people,
especially women, a ccliege degree is in today's sorkd a winimvm need. I 4o not kmow what
if anvthin you have told them but I hope, evem if I repeat, that they will consider
what I susgest $o tham.

The modern world is one in which those of their age uwho do not have doubts and are not
troubled have to have something wromng with tlem. The world is not as it should be. The
problems thelr gnerstion faces should not exist. If your gizls wers without doubts and
troubles there would be souething wrongz with them. If ther heve doubts end are troubled
it is a good simm, a sign that whether or not they have been able to nut it all together,
given their es yet Idedi-d exp rdunce with life as it is, they camnot accept what really
is not acceplable o good poople. The worry 1 have is that bazed on what ¢y sy not
recognize ag ezparience that is oo limited they may make wrong decisicns, as I did, end
come %o regret them later and find, a: I did, that it then is not possible to rectify them.

Paced with decisions it may appear essier Yo thom %o quit school and ge to work and
expdet that marriage and a family are hot far away. If this is the case and if they have
long andhayp:y aarrisges snd never werk outside the howe there is a befter than good chance
that in time they will miss not having completed college, miss what cne leamms in college,
most pzople fgo piace else, and that their ohildren in turn will be linibed by what they
cannot impart to the children not having acquired it themselves,

However, the marriages that do not survive hove coms to be a large part of all
marriages. vhen this hapyens the women are only too often at a great disadvenisge in
making their own ways and starting new lives, IT they have children this is greatly
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megnified because in virtually 211 cases the responsibility for t ¢ children falls on
wozsne Hven Lf they sre fortunste aznd do not nave firsnciszl burdens, which is not true
in most cases, it is extremely difficult for women than. gt s wuch zmore diffioult if
they are noi prepared to foliow carsers that in end of thenselves sre rewsrding and cen
rroduce a good income.

another consequence of women not being well prepaved for indspendence is that the
time caon come when they want to be independent or are forced to try to e end are not
avle to be. Under such condition- a colisge degrss is virtuslly a miniowm Soday, what
a highwschocl educaticn wea four or five decades ago. Those who can make good liviogs
today snd have spome sscurity in it and do not have good formel sducsiions are a small
end sxcepticasl minority of thoss who hove speclsl telents wad have lssined to use them.
In such cases it is gemerelly after some oonslierabie AfTiculty. o doas not often coma
either spontensously or essily.

1 hsve known many woren whose lives wors suidely ompty when {heir children grew
up ané lef't home and started lives of thelr own. The husband wes working 1l day wod
aside from keoeping tie house ther: was little for them to doe. Thar were not prepared
for assusing workhwhile employment, work they fiud interesting. I have also know bhosge
eho were virtuzlly rebomm when they no longer had the responsidbility for their prowing
children znd, with =k happy marrieges, found worthwhile ways of spending their days
in vseful johse To avoid the eaptiness that can come preparaiion st a younger aze is
really necessarye. It is oot wasy as some of our frisnds arc doing, going back to college
with chiliren or after the ehildree are grova, sapecially if tha mayriage has hroken. We
ere having dinner tonight with frisnds where the woman has only recently comploted
collegs end i3 now ing gradvats sghoole With three kids it has been and is rough on
her, inother friend who ls an exceptional wman has found it possibles to shift nds work to
nights 80 that when the ¢hird ohild, an infent, iz old znough his wife con return to college
for the year hers degree requlres. but this will not ba nearly as easyfor her as if she
h:d delayed the first child for that yesr.

Aside frow the many preootical considerations which have undvorsal application asons
those suited for college and without andther ekill, like gay & legel secreiary, ibere
is the broasdepning of the cultursl bese that can coms from a poodliberal arts education
huteher or pot 14 is desiznad %o make better embloyment pomsaible, Life is fuller and
richer with this to draw upon. This is sowething we do not resdily see when we are young,
iapatient, gt loonz ends and often feeling the rushing of hot blood.

Onencf the few advantages of accunulating years is the accumulations of experiences
on which ons can draw. (ne of th: disadvanteges is that it often is not vossidle to cozmuni-
cate the meaning of these experisnces to those who are youmger. I do hope those two very
iromdsing young womon can give their futures dispassionate and deep conasideration at this
time when, whether or aot they can now recognize it, they are determining and controlling
much of what their futuves can be. I wiash them all of and only the best,

as L do all of you, Excuse the heste and typose



