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Dear Tditors _
The eritical reviews of the ‘arren Commission's Rapopt further

the rreedoms of inquiry and aissont.
e .
Ir. Poplin, dn his brilliant review of 7-28 and in his corments

of 10«6 questioned the effectiveness of the solice,

These guestioning attitudes SOHard "laow enforcement® roeall
scoe of the bizzrre and ironic aspwcts of the police investigatlion
of the asgsassination of Prelidant Abrahsm Lincoln of April iy 1867,
A ¥ashington, De Ce policenan named John Fe Parker, sssigned as bodye
guard on that fateful night, abschted himgels at the crucisl tine.
he following quotes are fron The Day Lineoln Was Shot by Jin Bdshop,
Harper and Brothers, 1955, éh.?S, iy pagee.

FBobb guardsc, John Parker and Jogeph Zheldon, had haen notiried
that they were heing drafted, =nd both had asied Nras. Lineoln “or the
note" on April 4 to exenpt then from belng drafted inio the ATTYa
(page 47),

“arker was 3 hours late. "This nad happened vefors, and John
Parkefashiltlessness oz a menber of o lashington city policoe roree

CY

was well Imown. Ho one sesrmed %o lmow who had soleoctad him ns :

perecnal bodypuard for the Presidens, [8s recordy as Crook lmew, was
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bad, but that oo seensd bayond the paink vow's {puge 181),

21 hleg & wons

right

"Luter, ha wes charpsd with in i3 who had asied for
poliee protection”. (page 183).

hairad

P it
=

e was thirty « four, sandy = marriad, father of thres
small ehildrents (pags 183).

"In April 1863, he was chargsd with being drund: and disordorly
in a houge af prastitutian w&ere he had
163). .

| "This 1s the man who drew the 4 P, M. o mifnight shirt as
peracnal puard to the ?ronident orixAprdl 1%, 1865, Thare was nothing

einister in the ansignmcat". (page 183)e

appearsd as a customer. (nage

"Eoth the Presldent and his wife took for grarted that the chuve
acter and courage of the men sent to the: wore bayond gueation”. (nape
1ih). X

"Just before nine o'clock" Parker loft with Furns and Forbes
for ale. A -

Pariter and John U1lkes Footh wers at the same bar at the zaue
time that night! (page 23k4), ! TG .

Linecoln was aasassinated at.10£15 Pe- He on April 1%, 1865,

"The MaJor had left the theater, tried to loente tho guasd John
Fe Parker". {(page 235),

"At one of the poliee precincts, the man nobody migged, showsd

up. John Fe Parker, unsesn since 10 olelock last right, walked Into
the station with his ecntributior to Justice, He had a prostitute by
the arm and he told the zerpeint of hor dr ngs. one wag Lizsie Wili-
iams, Tha sareesnt locked hoem ows ? Yag scupred and druenle, En
thrugped ond Pefused to Look her. e wa ordered tc gabt out of town,
Parker d1d nob offer to tell the zerpeant waalrs He hod bhsan a1l
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nlgat, and the sergeant ddd not aske The policemen 414 not azk the

condition of the Presideut, nor 2id he offer to £12& i raport shoni
tae sssagrinaticn. The sorgean® adviged hin to gn nhicme ahd to got

nOIne

sorne sleep. Parker loft. o vetained z policeman 1n good st
5y diirae moPre J fe wag not triad and po chargos wevre fi1led

against hin®, (page 291).

wRe
Une puzzling aspect that deserves closer attenticn 1s the dif-

fering noral evaluations of the assassination,
_ T psi
Ihe Warren Comnisaion econsidered it a erize. "Mis assassination

of Jolx Fitzgerald Lenredy or Eov&pber 22y 1963, was a orusl and
shocking set of viclence directed ‘apninst a man, a Tanily, a nation,
and against all mankind®. (Susnary and Conelusicn, Chapber 1, Warren
Comnission Zsoort, Septe. Dy 1964).

The Zxzeeutive Branch thought differenzly. In the 170 page report
Srire in the United States, Uniforn Crin: Zaport - 1963, J. hdgar
Hoover, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Inited States Dept. of
Justles, July 20, 19¢%, no mentlon 1a nade, even though n sepsrate

page reports on the dsath of policosen.

This varlence ‘n morel and legal ovalusdicn sesns to sten Prom

President Lyndon Johnsen whose attitulos of the value of buman Iifa
v' I‘:’"

In early 1965, wher requegting wireauppert for kls war campalgn

e

in Viet - Maz, Jolnscon said: "Fop nost of history, men have hated

and killed ane apother. But we dreas of in and of war and e wvill try
to mele 1% mos vhat we have A ne 15 deatpoy Lrldees that den't hleed
ard radar gtations and mundGions dunpa. Sie haven't Li11led sasnled,



After gaining sunport, Johnson boasted: Y“Sinee T enme In, wo
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killad 26,000 ef te=". (" ho Ia Lyndon Johns

ihe Satupdsy Ivenine Pogh, 9=11-65).

This critieal .-1;3-1rc&¢11 by Popking Lpstein, Welsbarg, ofe, 13 n
fire antidote to Johnson's dresn for a nation of shaopne It wes arii-
onlated by hin on 2-5=65: "I would like %o s¢- ‘merican studerts dee
velop as rmuch fanatielsm about the Ue 5. politfeal syatenm as young
Mazis di4 about thelr system durisg the war",

* Very truly yours,
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