8/18/69
Dear Jim,

The New Crleans papers of the l4th and 15th have just arrived asnd
I've read of the Sheridsn deciesion.

If it is of velue to you, you may recsll thot the day I appeared before
the Grand Jury, 4/28/67, I went to lunch wwith Hoke, Sem and Ross. When I returned
there was a message from Townley, delivered by Iris Nesty who waited for me, thet
he'd like $o0 film angk interview me, presumesbly for their speecial. I phoned him,
Lymn drove me there, he did film, in e disinterested msnner, esked me to dinner
with him snd,phen I mccepted, took me to the Roosevelt to awelt a dinner compenion,
She is= Judge Wisdom's horsey dsughter, who just Jappened to hold us up two hours.
We went to Brennan's, where, having been so long delayed, we arrived just in tike
to be seen (and speak to) Sheriden who, by the most natural of allmthe only-nstural
coincidences, just happenmed to be there, too (end workdng with him, of course,
Townley knew nothing of Sheriden's plans). It is only by coincidence that Sheriden
this could confiim Townley if there were anything Townley were to later allege
that I =eid or told him.

Rick, @as hsd the others, protested you did not trust them and would not
see them, When Rick said this I ssid I hed no doubt he wes under a misapprehension
(as I hed with the bbher three) and asked if he wanted me to =%t up a meeting. He
preteneded enthusiamsm when he seid he did. 1 spoke to you sbout all four, your saw
the obker three, and ?omlay never kept his appointment. I was in touch with him
by phone when he didn t show up.

-~

Rick told me he had hot stuff for you snd asked 1f I'd deliver it. I
agreed. He ssked me to meet him at Barbera's. I had never met her. He gave me the
full trestment in advance, about how she appeared ko-ky but wes s0lid and dependable,
what she said wes gospel, etc. This was the lest Sundey in April. She told me the
story of the alleged content of one of Shew's plays, the returned war hero who, a&s
sn act of final dedieation, kills the President. She was loeded on Shaw, which made
this seem credible, I returned to Barbera's with Dick the next night, to tepe the
seme stuff., The first night he drove me to your home, from Berbera's, snd I told
you this story. Had you used this and the other things on Shew, without céecklng
them out, it would all have enmded them, I went to considerasble trouble to check
out what might possible have resulted in a record, the sex-offense errest in New
York sl legededly under the neme of Claude Claycott. You will irmediately recognize
it as merely snother of the undoubted coincidences that this cennot be checked out
befsuse in those years there were no central sex-offense records. Befsuse of his
warm endorsement snd the large amount of collateral materiesl Bebbeba had I was
quite willing to believe this. When we got to your home, I asked Rick to come in
with me. There waz then a guard, who ceme up to us and he identified himself. He
declined to go in with me on the ground it might prove embarrassing to one of you.
It wae st this time I asked you to see Rick and you immcdiately sgreed.

Neither WDSU nor NBC ever used the footege Rick filmed of me and I now
doubt they ever intended to. Sheriden had earlier driven up to my home end spoken
to me ( & now believe he made & clendestine tape, for he didn't mske one in the
open, to which I'd have sbreed, end no extensive notes, if any. He then seid he'd
be returndng to film me for his specisl, but he never did end I wes then less then

an hour from his Weshington office. Becesuse his was @ "New Orleans" specisl and he



also ¥new I had written OSWALD IN NEV ORIEANS, I do sugzest his failure to
interview me and Townley's to go into my New Owleans work and evidence is &
fairly clear early sign they did not have the claimed objectives of free, honest
and open news reporting.

Vhen I lster returned to New Orleans, snong those L interviewed
is John George Wyatt, who ppent an entire might st my motel room, leaving about
5 a.m, I teped everything, with his permission, with the tape recarder open end
the switch accessible to him, He 1sid out the whole story of which you know, the
effort by Sheridsn to corrupt him, with Hoke's and Berbara's in-between roles.
Later, I spoke to both and each confirmed whet he had ssid of thelr parts, quite
emphatically. This tepe seems to have disappeared from your office. I believe
this meeting waa ig Noyember 1967, rhen O in NO had just come out. It was, in fact,
two full reels of .5 mglar, 5", both sides, s long, long interview. You may recall
he producsd ssversl pictures tsken when he worked on the "Sea Raider" and promised
me he'd glive Louis others he had then teken, but he never did because no ons kapt
after him. (My thought was, could this have been the boat Hell saild he expected to
get in Dallas? He seid it was owned by tie kind of msn who would have helped, a
rightist extremist.)

When I returned again, JG and Morris were working in Baton houge and
JG demurred when 1 esked to get together with him, I kept calling him from the
motel, he kept being too busy to take the phone, snd finally 1 heard his wife
chiding him ebout not telking to me since clearly, 1'd be calling back until he did.
Reluctantly, he took the phone, and greduslly I wes able to werm him up. He then
denied Sheridan, who wss the finest of men %o him, hed anything to do wiyh the
effort to get him to glve false evidence. He waid it was that bad Townley, end that
when Sheriden ¥wmw heard of it, that noble soul of his rebelled and he forthwith
smote Townley on the wrist, tut-tutting s how neither ne mor NBC would everp do
enything like that. Bad, bad man that Townley, doing sll these tliings, offering
all thet money not his, with no oksy from anybody.OR, was Sheriden ever mismeyed
at Terrible Townley snd all those usseemly things he did try end do! @f this there
is a cleandestine tape.

And then Morris, You mey remember I turned him on, too, end for a brief
period he was sayin- a few things, until he got nis job in Bston Fouge, I am almost
_certein the weekend I first spoke to JG. I em swere of the work he was doing on
the cars that led to his arrest, for he %old me of it end it kept us from continuing
the interviews I h-d started. That week, when he wes srrested in Baton Fouge, JG
celled me from there, full or enger atthéx arrest end telling me how he hsd bteen
511 wrong about Partin, who ghad personally given him the money to spring Morris.
Fine men, thet Partin. And it just happens thet no sonner hed JG told me CES Baton
Rouge wes giving him time to respond to something Sheridesn i: s=id to have sald,
I spoke by phone to a Beton “ouge reporter (you have memo), who hsd been tipped
off to all of thie by Partin, who offered to hold the sppinging of Mwrris up until
he ecould get there with a photographer. loo will remember that at this time, when
he snd I slone were in ouis' pffice, a c¢ell csme through from Sargesnt Pltcher,
who wanted to know ~hat we knew of these two. I think he seid they clesimed to be
working for your office. When SP spoke to me I told him they had just told me they
were working from the lagislative committee.

I still look forward to the return of those material 1 loened and, no
matter how late, th the copies of the trial testimony of which I was promised copies
if you ever got trenscripts: Finck, Shenmeyfelt, Frazier end any other feds. These
are among ti interrogstions for which 4 primed your people vith my unpublished and
published work snd other things from my files. If there is any you'd like me to
read, I of course would be happy to.

Regards to everyons,



