
1 ,7--/-77 
S

u
rg

et et
 sai W

fie th
in

k
s C

on
n

ally 

w
as n

ot stru
ck

 b
y K

en
n

ed
y b

u
llet 

B
y E

A
R

L
 G

O
L

Z
 

1
9
7
7
. T

h
e D

a
lla

s M
o
rn

in
g
 N

ew
s 

T
h
e su

rg
eo

n
 w

h
o
 o

p
erated

 o
n
 G

o
v
. 

Jo
h
n
 C

o
n
n
ally

's ch
est after h

e w
as 

w
o
u
n
d
ed

 b
y
 an

 assassin
 h

ere in
 1

9
6
3
 

told T
he N

ew
s W

ednesday he believed 
C

o
n
n
ally

 w
as n

o
t h

it b
y
 a b

u
llet th

at 
first struck P

resident John F
. K

ennedy 
as the W

arren C
om

m
ission concluded. 

D
r. R

obert S
haw

 said be thought the 
b
u
llet th

at stru
ck

 C
o
n
n
ally

 "w
as n

o
t 

co
n
sisten

t w
ith

 th
e ap

p
earan

ce o
f th

e 
b
u
llet th

at w
as fo

u
n
d
 o

n
 th

e g
o
v
er-

n
o
r's stretch

er," w
h
ich

 h
ad

 o
n
ly

 ab
o
u
t 

2 of 161 grains m
issing. 

C
o
n
n
a
lly

's sh
a
tte

re
d
 w

rist b
o
n
e
 

alo
n
e "w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e d
efo

rm
ed

 a b
u
llet 

b
ad

ly
 en

o
u
g
h
 to

 h
av

e m
etallic frag

-
m

ents knocked off of it," D
r. S

haw
 said. 

D
R

. S
H

A
W

'S
 T

H
E

O
R

Y
, never before 

p
u
b
licly

 aired
, w

o
u
ld

 m
ean

 th
at .ac-

cu
sed

 assassin
 L

ee H
arv

ey
 O

sw
ald

 ei-
th

er fired
 h

is rifle ev
en

 m
o
re accu

-
rately

 an
d
 q

u
ick

ly
 w

ith
 th

ree h
its o

r 
th

at O
sw

ald
 w

as n
o
t th

e o
n
ly

 p
erso

n
 

shooting. 
T

h
e W

arren
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 cred

ited
 

O
sw

ald
 w

ith
 tw

o
 h

its, in
clu

d
in

g
 o

n
e 

th
at w

en
t th

ro
u
g
h
 K

en
n
ed

y
 an

d
 C

o
n
-

n
ally

, an
d
 alleg

ed
 th

at o
n
e sh

o
t co

m
-

p
letely

 m
issed

 th
e o

p
en

 lim
o
u
sin

e in
 

D
ealey Plaza on N

ov. 22, 1963. 
D

r. S
h
aw

's o
p
in

io
n
 th

at th
e n

early
 

p
ristin

e b
u
llet th

at su
p
p
o
sed

ly
 w

en
t 

through three parts of C
onnally's body 

"just didn't seem
 to have lost enough of 

its m
etallic substance" also w

ould tend 
to support a head nurse's statem

ent last 
m

o
n
th

 th
a
t m

o
re

 th
a
n
 th

re
e
 b

u
lle

t 
fragm

ents w
ere rem

oved from
 C

onnal-
ly

's w
rist. T

h
e W

arren
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 

said
 n

o
 m

o
re th

an
 th

ree frag
m

en
ts 

w
ere rem

oved. 
A

u
d
rey

 N
. B

ell, th
e n

u
rse in

 ch
arg

e 
of the operating room

 at P
arkland M

e- 

m
orial H

ospital in 1963. has been called 
a 

key 
w

itn
e
ss in

 th
e
 p

ro
b
e
 o

f th
e
 

K
ennedy slaying by the H

ouse A
ssassi-

nations C
om

m
ittee. 

A
fter M

iss B
ell's sto

ry
 ap

p
eared

, a 
state h

ig
h
w

ay
 p

atro
lm

an
, C

h
arles W

. 
H

arbison, told T
he N

ew
s he w

as given 
a second group of fragm

ents by som
e-

o
n
e w

h
o
 em

erg
ed

 fro
m

 C
o
n
n
ally

's 
hospital room

 on N
ov. 25 or 26, several 

days after M
iss B

ell handled her set of 
fragm

ents. 

M
IS

S
 B

E
L

L
'S

 F
R

A
G

M
E

N
T

S
 w

ere 
p
laced

 in
 an

 en
v
elo

p
e N

o
v
. 2

2
 an

d
 

d
eliv

ered
 w

ith
in

 2
4
 h

o
u
rs to

 th
e F

B
I 

laboratory in W
ashington, D

.C
. H

arbi-
son said he gave his fragm

ents, carried 
in

 th
e cu

p
 o

f h
is h

an
d
, to

 an
 u

n
id

en
ti-

fied
 F

B
I ag

en
t in

 th
e h

o
sp

ital h
allw

ay
 

and never saw
 them

 again. 
N

either M
iss B

ell nor H
arbison, one 

o
f th

e g
u
ard

s 
at 

C
o
n
n
ally

's h
o
sp

ital 
ro

o
m

, w
as called

 to
 testify

 b
efo

re th
e 

W
arren C

om
m

ission. 
D

r. S
haw

 testified extensively before 
th

e co
m

m
issio

n
 b

u
t d

id
n
't state h

is 
view

s about the single bullet theory be-
cause "they never questioned m

e about 
th

at . . b
ecau

se th
ere w

as n
o
 w

ay
 in

 
w

h
ich

 I co
u
ld

 h
av

e g
iv

en
 an

y
 testi-

m
o
n
y
 th

at w
o
u
ld

 h
av

e p
in

p
o
in

ted
 it 

one w
ay or another." 

T
h
e
 th

e
o
ry

 th
a
t a

 sin
g
le

 b
u
lle

t 
struck K

ennedy in the back and exited 
a
t h

is th
ro

a
t a

n
d
 th

e
n
 in

flic
te

d
 th

e
 

three w
ounds on C

onnally "w
as being 

p
u
sh

ed
 v

ery
 h

ard
 b

y
 a y

o
u
n
g
 law

y
er 

w
ho w

as w
orking under A

rlen S
pecter, 

th
e ch

ief law
y
er, m

o
re o

r less, o
f th

e 
W

arren C
om

m
ission," D

r. S
haw

 said. 
"H

e (y
o
u
n
g
 law

y
er) ev

id
en

tly
 w

as 
ab

le to
 sell th

is th
in

g
," D

r. S
h
aw

 said
. 

"T
h
is really

 h
ad

 a lo
t to

 d
o
 w

ith
 th

e 

fact th
at th

ey
 co

u
ld

n
't acco

u
n
t fo

r th
e 

w
h
ereab

o
u
ts o

f th
e th

ird
 b

u
llet . . . 

B
u
t fro

m
 th

e stan
d
p
o
in

t o
f th

e g
o
v
er-

n
o
r's w

o
u
n
d
s, I n

ev
er felt th

at th
e sin

-
gle bullet theory w

as a good one." 

D
r. S

h
aw

 also
 n

o
ted

 th
at C

o
n
n
ally

 
an

d
 h

is w
ife b

o
th

 h
av

e stated
 th

ey
 d

id
 

n
o
t th

in
k
 C

o
n
n
ally

 w
as h

it b
y
 th

e b
u
l-

let that first struck K
ennedy. 

T
h
e b

u
llet th

at h
it C

o
n
n
ally

, D
r. 

S
haw

 said, probably shattered and w
as 

rep
resen

ted
 b

y
 tw

o
 m

etallic frag
m

en
ts 

fo
u
n
d
 o

n
 th

e flo
o
r o

f th
e lim

o
u
sin

e 
w

eig
h
in

g
 ab

o
u
t 6

5
 g

rain
s. T

h
e b

u
llet 

th
at su

p
p
o
sed

ly
 fell o

ff C
o
n
n
ally

's 

stretch
er w

as p
ro

b
ab

ly
 th

e o
n
e th

at 
w

e
n
t th

ro
u
g
h
 K

e
n
n
e
d
y
's b

a
c
k
 a

n
d
 

exited at his throat, he said. 

T
h
e
 tim

e
 th

a
t e

la
p
se

d
 b

e
tw

e
e
n
 

the reactions of K
ennedy and C

onnally 
ranged betw

een .5 and 1.5 seconds, ac-
c
o
rd

in
g
 to

 th
e
 fra

m
e
 c

o
u
n
t o

f th
e
 

Z
apruder film

 of the assassination. T
he 

W
arren

 C
o
m

m
issio

n
 stated

 "th
ere is 

v
ery

 p
ersu

asiv
e ev

id
en

ce" th
at th

e 
sam

e bullet passed through both m
en, 

despite the variations in reactions. 
T

he W
arren C

om
m

ission tested the 
M

annlicher-C
arcano rifle found in the 

T
exas S

chool B
ook D

epository B
uilding 

an
d
 d

eterm
in

ed
 th

at it can
n
o
t b

e fired
 

tw
ice consecutively in less than 2.3 sec-

onds. T
his w

ould be w
ithout allow

ing 
tim

e to
 rep

o
sitio

n
 an

d
 re-aim

 th
e rifle 

at a m
oving target. 


