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Prosgective witnesses- James W. Altgens 1/4/68

Possibly reading or resreading nhet L heve written of Lltggns in
the two chepters of part three of WHITEWASH 1II takes more time tha® you now have.
There is more on him in PHITL.ASH snd PHOTOGRAPHIC VHITEWASH, There is & copy of
the unpublished index & of WWII in your ofiide. I gave it to Tom,

Uging him 8s a witness dsn serve & number of purposes I think those that
might not imvedietely sugcest themselves will havs a very good effsct on the jury
snd serve histericel need.

He wes cne of the closer eyewltnesses to the 9csessination. If his camera
weg & through-the-lene reflex, he hsd en excellent view 2t the ejuivslent of 7255, °
He gave the most grsphic testimony about the sprey of brezin matter over the left

.slde, which is entirely inconsistent with the right side of tk= head only hs ing

explodad cut. Golng alonexwith some of my unpublished xeterisl in POST MORTEHMg which
is entireltysubstantisted’ by the 2 film, he cun be used to destroy the official
explanation’ of tha fatal wound. He cen testify to the wind, having gotten a picture
of *“rs. Kennedy as the car turned from Masin into Housten and as she grasbk d her

-~ het to keesp ths wind from blowing it off. S

"He challenged Liebelsr to a reconstruction of where he wae standing.
Liebeler backed off but msinteined the wrong position. In fact, Liebeler merked
the position where Altgens was, not Altgens. I used this and erred, for Tiebeler
put him in the wrong place, tkerefors, the chart I made tesed on Liebeler's marking
of Altgens position when he took his most famous picturs locstes the cer at the
wrong plsca.

Daspite the importsnce of his pieture- snd sny other he might have made~
the FBI avoided him until it could no longer, for about eight months. Thers md to
be & very good reason for this. I sugeest thet in s competent questioning it will
come out. I think it is not slone becsuse of the brein spray, slthough that could
be enough. In faet, so little wss krnown sbout him, although his is the most famous
single picture of sl1 snd was the first on the wire, that by the time Spragus got
to talk to him, Altgens did not recall how msny piletures he sctuslly made. I think
it is & dozen, from whst Sprague told me. The others seem to be of lesec significance,
but they do delay the time he could have zotten onto the grassy knoll te the point
where anyone thers would have disappeaered or merged with the sesrchers, something
Liebsler wes carsful to avoid in his questioning. It wss public embarrsssment that
finally caussd the FBI to interview Altgens.

More, as a photographer, he may be zssumed to be a bit shsrper as &n
observer than most people. I think thet were he led into his erkhange with Liebeler
over how close he was, he might recall things. Tlis entire thing would be very
destrictive of the officlel fiction in 8 most comprehensible way, which I thigk
would be effective with the jury and the judge. yerely showing how he was svoided,
thenhow he was guestioned, end then that he had unknmown rictures should be very
effective. I have twice placed cells %o Spragus, but be hss ndt responded. Jaffe
wrote @ mesningless memo onx his interview with Altgens.



