. State versus Clay Shaw

OPENING STATEMNENT
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The state of Louisianz is required by law in all ecriminal trials
to make an opening statement to the jury. This statement is merely
a blueprint of what the sState intends to prove. It has no probative

value and should not bes considered as evidence in the case.

The defendant, CLAY L. SHAW, is charged in a bill of indictment with
having willfully and unlawfully conspired with DAVID W. FERRIE, LEE

HARVEY OSWALD and others to murder JOHN F. KENNEDY .

The erime of criminal conspiracy is defined in the Criminal Code of

Louisiana as follows:

CRIFINAL, CONSPIRACY

Criminal corspiracy is the agreement or combination of two
or more persons for the specific purpose of committing any
crime; provided that an agrecment or combination to commit
a crime shall not amount to a eriminal vonspiracy unless,
in addition to such agreement or combination, one or more
of such parties does an act in furtherance of the object
of the agreement or combination. . >

As required by the definition of criminal conspiracy, the State will

prove the following overt acts:

1. A meeting of LEE HARVEY OSWALD, DAVID W. FERRIE and

o
;N . a
v the deferddant, CLAY L. SHAW, in the apartmant of

T

DAVID V. FERRIE at 3330 Louisiana Avenus Parkway in

the City of New Orleans during the month of Septembar,

1963. o "

2, Discussion by OSWALD, FERRIE and the defendant, SHAW

of meazns z2nd methods of execution of the conspiracy
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with regard to asszssinstion of JO=E% 7. 'TIEéDE e

particularly, the selaction and use of rifles to be

Jfired from multiple directions simultaneously

to produce a triangulation of cross fire, estgblish—
igg‘and selecting the m?an%.and routes of escape from
t;;'assassination scene, determination of procedurés
and the places to be used for scme of the principals

to the conspiracy so as to establish alibis on the

date of the assassination.

A trip to the West Coast of the United States by CLAY

L. SHAW during the month of November, 1963.

A trip by DAVID W. FERRIE from New Orleans, Louisiana

to Houston, Texas on the day of November 22, 1963.

LEE HARVEY OSWALD taking a rifie to the Texas School
Book Depeository in Dallas, Texas on or before Novembar

22, 1953, . "

The Criminal Code defines Murder in the following terms:

MURDER

(1) w#én the offender has a specific intent to kill or

to inflict great bodily harm;

R

The evidence will show that in New Orleans, in the Summer of 1963,

LEE HARVEY 'OSWALD was engaged ing bizarre activities which made it
appear ostensibly Bhat he was connccted with a cuban organization,
although in fact the evidence indicated that therc was no such

organizztion in New Orleans. This curious activity began on June

16th when he distributed YpPair Play for Cuba Committeec" leaflets

on the Duméine Street Wharf. This distribution took place at tﬁe

docking site of the United States Aircraft Carrier, the U.S.8. WASD.

oy o




BAY of ths Harior Police aporoachsd OSHALD zna 1“'0"-~~ him that
he would hzve to stop pzssing out the leaflets and leave the wharf
area. At this time, Officer RAY confiscated two pieces of the
literature tzing handed out by LEEVHAhVEY OSWALD. One of these
3 % -
was a leaflet] yellow in color with black print, entitled "Hands
Off Cuba!" The bo&y of the lcé#let céntained an invitation to join
the Fair Play for Cuba COmmitéee iﬁ New Orleans. The other item
takcn by Officer RAY was a pamphlet entitled "The Truth About Cuba®
published by the Fair Play for Cuba Committece, 799 Broadway, New
York 3, New York. 1In conjunchi;n with Officer RAY's testimony, the

State will offer into evidence copies of these two pieces of litera-

ture.

The evidence will further show that in June, 1963,;the defendant,
éLAY SHAN, was present at a party given in an apartmegt in the
French Quarter of this city. Among the gﬁests at the party was
DAVID FERRIE, a man known as an accomplished aivplane p@lat. Du;ing
£he cou}se of the party, the coaversation among a small group of‘
thosz present turned to President JOHN F. KENNEDY. In this group
were DAVID FERRIﬁ and.the defendant, CLAY SHAW. Thé: gommenﬁ was
made that pnmsi?z_n:m' KENNEDY 's'h'oulc_i be killed and that the job could
best be done by a‘rifléj; At this point, the defendant, CLAY SHAM,
suggested that the man doing the shooting would probﬂbly be killed
before he could make hls escape. . The defendant, after making this
observation, turned-fo FERRIE and asked if it might not he possible
to fly the gunman from the scena of the shooting to safety. DAVID
FERRIE r;plicﬂ thet this would be possible. AL this point, the

conversation was turned to other subjects.
L
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ing to LIZ HARVEY O3WALD con the lakefront in the City of New Orlesns
The dafendzant arrived at the lakefront in a large, black 4-door

sedan, and was there met by LEE HARVEY OSHALD, who had walked to
the meeting;goint along tﬂe lakefron# from a westerly direction.
The defendang.and OSWALD had a conversation which lasted approxi-
mately fifteen minutes. At the conclusion of this convérsation,

the defendant gave OSWALD what appzared to be a roll of meney which

.he immediately placed in his pocket. In shoving the money into his

pocket, OSWALD dropped several leaflets to the ground. These
leaflets were yellow in color with black printing and dealt with
Cuba. The color, contents and size of these leaflets were identical

with the "Fair Play for Cuba Committee" leaflet taken from OSWALD

earlier that month on the Dumaine Street Wharf by Harbor Police

Patrolman GIROD RAY.

The evidence will show ‘that on August 9, 1963, LEE HARVEY OSWALD was

‘arrested by menbers of the New Orleans Police Department as a result

of his becoming involved in a fight with sevecal Cubans who were pro-
testing his passing out "Fair Play for Cuba Committee" literature.
This literature was confiscated by the New Orleans Police Department

| g %3 X 2
The State will cfrer into evidence three of the seized items, one

of which is & yeliow lcéflet:with black print entitled "Hands Off
Cuba'" This is the same type of leaflet taken from OSWALD at the
Dumaine Street Ehdrf on June 16, 1963, and also the same as the
leaflﬁt droppcd by, GSWALD at the lakefront in the latter part of
June, 1963. The State will also introduce the Bureau of Identifi-
cation photograph taken of LEE HAAVEY OSWALD &t the time of his

booking. " L i




Was done hore as if to attract.attention than to actually accomplish
distribution. fThe actual distribution lasteqd only a few minutes,
ending shor: ly after the news media departed The State will intro-
duce plcturéz and a telev1510n tape of this dlstrlbutlon, which

took place in front of the International Trade Mart whose Managing

Director at the time was tha defendant, CLAY SHAW.

Téé stafe_will show further, that in the.;atter part of August or
the early part of Septembar, 1563, LEE HARVEY OSWALD went to Jackson,
Louisiana, a small town located not far from Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
While in Jackson, he talked to witnesses in reference to hls gettlng
a jéb at the East Louisiana state Hcspxtal in-* Jackson, Louisiana

and Tegistering to vote in that Parish, so as to be able to get the

job. The State vill introduce the witne:ses-who talked to LEE

HARVEY OSWALD on this occasion,

The State will show that shortly thereafter, s+i1) ir 1a£e August'
or early September, 1963, the defendant:, CLAY I.. SHAW, LEE HARVEY
OSWALD and pavip W. FERRIE drove into Clinton, Louisiana -- whicﬁ
is very close to Jackson -- in a black Cadillac, parking the
Cadillac near thHe Voter Regjstrar s Office on . st. Hcleng sgreet.
While the defendant CLAY L., SHAL and DAVID W, FERRIE remained in
the car, LER HARVEY OS“nLD got out of the car ang got in llne with

@ group of people vho wcrc Udltlng to register.

. o
The staLé will introduce witnesses whg will testify that thcylsaw
the blaueln: Cadillae parked in front of the_Registr&r's Qffice and
who will identify the defendarit, CLAY L. SHAW, LEE HARVEY OsiaLp

and DAVID 1, FERRIE as the individuals in that: car.
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fication, ke was told by the dafendani, that he (SHAW) was from the
International Trade Mart in New Orle ns, Louisiana.

I

The State wil;_introduce a witnéss.yho:yill identify LEE HARVEY
OSWALD as the pzrson he talkedjto in tﬁe Reyistrar's Office and
who will also identify the defendant, éLAY SHAW, and DAVID W.

FERRIE as the two men seated in the black Cadillac‘that brought

LEE HARVEY OSWALD to Clinton,.Louisiana.

The State will also introduce into evidence a photograph of a black
Cadillac car that the witnesses will identify as either the same

car or one identical to the onz that they saw in Clinton that'ﬁay.

The evidence will show that in the month of September, 1963, the
defendant, CLAY SHAW, DAVID FERRIE and pEE HARVEY OSWALD participated
in a meeting in whiclh plans for the muraer of President JOHN F.
KERNNEDY were discussed and refined. This meeting took place in

DAV:D PERRIE's apartment at 3330 Lcuisiaaa Avenue Parkway in the
City of Naw Orleans. SiAW(using the name of CLEM BERTRAND), FERRIE
and OSWALD (using Lhe first name of LEON), discussed details of the

- conspiracy in Jhe.presence of PERRY RAYLHOND RUSSO, after FERRIE gave

assurance that RUSSO waﬁ-all'right.

Thc plan brounht foth vas that Lhe President would be kll]cd with

a triangulation of cross fire hJLh at least two gunmen, but preforab]y
o

thrce, qhootlnj at Lhc same time. Onec of the gunmen, it was indicated,

might have to he sacrificed as a scaﬁegoat or patsy to allow the

other pariticipants time to Eaka their cscép;. No one indicated to

COSWALD at thé_meeting thaé ﬁe wés';oinq to be the sdapegoat and

there was no indication of any awareness on his part of such an

‘eventuality.




'ing to othesr countriss. The dsfendant and DIVID

were not at the scene of the éssassination. Their plan ?or the
day of the Ehooting was to be engagaé in a conspicuous activity
in the prcsé%te of as many people as.bossible. The defendané. SHAW,
stated he would go to the liest Coast of Fha United States. FERRIE,
not as positive aboul his alibi, said he thought he might make a
Speech at a college in Hammond, Louis}ana. As the State will §how,
SHAw.madé his way to the West Coast and FERRIE, after his long drive

back from Texas, made his way to Hammond, Louisiana, where he slept,

not in a hotel room, but on a bed in a college dormitory.

By a month after the mecting, LEE OSWALD had moved into a rooﬁing
house in Dallas under an assumed name. By the fbllowing m;nth
when the time for the President's parade arrived, OSWALD was on
the parade route at the Texas School Book Depository, where a jqb
. bad been found for him. By the night of Friday, Novcm?er 22nad
the President was dead, FERRIE was driving tgrough a thunderstorm
to Houston, Texas and the defendant, SHAW, was oul on the West

Coast. LEE OSWALD, however, was in a Dallas jail ending up &s
the scapegoat. ’

Y
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As to the planning -- the conépiracy-—— our jurisdiction is limited
to New Orleans, although we will later offer evidence concerning

the assassination in Dealey Plaza in Dallas because it confirms

T
. o
the exislence of a conspiracy and because it confirms the signifi-

cance and relevance of the planning which occurred in New Orleans.

It is the position of the State of Louisiana that, regardless of
- ".

the power which might bring about the execution of a President of




part of it, will be regarded in Louisiana as bezing azbove the law.

And so, with DAVID FERRIE now dead and LEE QOSWALD now dead, the
. i s & . ot .
State is brgpging to trial MR. SHAW for his role —-- as revealted

by evidence -- in partiecipatinyg in the conspiracy to murder JOHN

F. KENNEDY,

Returning our attention to the cluttered apartment of DAVID FERRIE:
The evidence will show that PERRY RUSSO had been a fairly close
friend of DAVID FERRIE for some time prior to the meeting between

the defendant, FERRIE and LEE HARVEY OSWALD.

The evidence furthe» will show that PERRY RUSSO first met LEE HARVEY
OSWALD at DAVID FERRIE's apartment shortly before the principal
meeting between the named ccnspirators teok place. At this meeting
OSWALD, who was cleaning a bolt—actjoﬁ rifle yith a telescopic
.-sight, was introduced to RUSSO by FERRIE as LEON. PERRY RUSSO0 sz
#ER HARVEY OSVWALD at FPERRIE's apartment at least once after the
meeting of the conspirators. On this occasian OSWALD appéarcd to

be having some difficulty with his wife and he gave RUSSQ the |

[ ; o
impression hd wvas leaving town.

T
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RUSSO also had seen the defendant, SHAW, once before the meating.
" This was at the Nashville Street Wharf at the time PRESIDENT KENNEDY
1 " t. )
was speaking there in the Spring of 1962. The defendant, SHAW,
R (15 ) '
also was seen by RUSSO with DAVID FERRIE subsequent to the assassina-
tion al FERRIE's service station in Jefferson Parish.
In connection with thd'téﬁtimonx,of PERRY RUSS0, the State will

introduce into evidence pictures of tha defendant, DAVID FERRIE

and LEE HARVEY OSWALD, as well as pjctures of the exterior and

%
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The evidencewill further show that the dafendant in accordance with

the plan, and in furtherance of it, did in‘fact head for the Wast
ﬁ -

Coast of th§=?nited States -- osttnsiﬁly to make a speech —-- on
November 15, 1963. He remained there until after PRESIDEKT KENNEDY's
assassination on November 22, 1963, thereby establishing an alibi

for himself for the day of the shooting.

The S;ata.will offer into evidence a ledger sheet of travel con-
sultants and testimony which reflects the arrangements made by the
defendant, SHAW, to go to the West Coast. This travel conéultant
firm -- which in 1963 was located in the International Trade.Mart o
was the same firm which arcanged for LEE OSWALD to go to Burope,

from which he went to Russia, several years earlier.

The State will) show that FERRIE drove:to Houston on the day of thu
assassination, departing from New Orleans on éhe evenlpg of November
ian -~ gome hours after the President was killed and two days éefore
LEE OSWALD ;as killed. FERRIE drove, with two young companiors,
throuagh a scveré stogm for the ostensible purpose of_going ice
skating in Hohspon. Lpon ar}iving in Houston, FERRIE and his com-
panions went to the w{ﬁﬁcrland Skat}ng RinX where FERRIE loudly and
_repeateély introduced himself to the manager of the rink. Despite
the factltﬁat he had ériven all the way from New Orleans to Houston
for%Ehe purpose ofidce skaling, DAVID FERRIE never put on any ice

skates at all. While his young friends skated, FERRIE stood by

the public pay phona as if waiting for a call.

The evidence will further show Lhat earlier, after LEE OSWALD's

departure from New Orleans, he took a short trip to Mexico and

’
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LEZ. Two days later he want Lo work at the Texas School 300k
Depository, which was located at the intersaction of Houst;n and
Elm Streets.in Dallas, Texas.

3
At the Book Depository, BUEBLL hESLLY FRAZIER was employed in tha
order £illing departicent. FRAZIER lived in Irving, Texas, a suburb
of Dallas, andq Was a co-workor of OSWALD's., QSWALD's wife and baby
daugﬁter'also lived in Irving with MRS. RUTH PAINE, a f?iend of the
OSWALDS. FRAZINR's sister, LINNiE MAY RANDALL,‘was a neighbor of

MRS, PAINE's in Irving,

Since OSWALD had an apartment in Dallas, he made arrangements with

FRAZIER ‘o ride to Irving withk him ¢nly on weekends., OSWALD there-

- after rode to Irving with BUELL FRAZIER every Friday except the one

inmediately pPreceding the assassination. JSWALD d}d 10T go to see
his wife and daughter on that weekend because, he said, he was wurk-
Ing on getting his driver's license, However, that nexi weak OGWBLD
once wore broke his ritual with FRAZIEX, oOn Thursday, Novembar 21,
1963, LEE HARVEY OSWALD ashed FRAZIER if he cculd rlde to Irving
that night 57r tre purpose of picking up some cuztain rods for his

apartment. On“Friday morning, November 22, 1963, BUFLL WESLEY

FRAZIER drove OSWALD from Irvind to the Texas School Book Depository.

OSWALD had v;Lh him a packagc v:appcd in brown wrapping paper.

-

When he 1nqu1:cd as Lo its contcnts, FRAZIER will testify, OSWALD
tu-

replied That the pdc‘cgc contained the curtain rods he had returned
homo to pick up the night bzfore. 'FRAZIER will furthsyx testify
that 0SWALD told hirm that'hc vould not be’ reLuxn;na to Irving that

£

night, Priday; Novembor 22, 1963, -

S =10-
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OSWALD was still carxying the packag FRAZIZER will testify that

o
m
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he saw OSWALD a couple of times that rorning, but never saw the

package aga‘n. Around noon of that day, FRAZIER went to the front

steps of the®» Texas School Book Daposi{ory to watech the prcsiéﬁntial

L

motorcade which was due to péss diregtly in front of the Book
Depository as it made its turn off Houston Street onto Elm Street.
While the motorcads was passing, FRAZIER heard three shots which
sounded iike they came from the area of the underpass -- near the

grassy knoll -- in front of the President.

At the conclusion of FRAZIER's testimony, the State will introduce
into evidence pictures of a paper sack found in the Texas School '
Book Depository, as well as pictures of Dealey Plaza as it anpeared

on the day of the assassination.

Evidence will also indicate that a bolt-action Mannlicher-Carcano
rifle was found «t the Depository and that, bascd upoﬁ the testimony
of BUELI, WESLFY FRAZIER, this rifle had been brought there by LEE

OSWALD that morning when he arrived with FRAZIER.

with regard fo th aégassinakion itself, the State will establish
that on Novemba;-zz, léGB,_Ppgsiden; JOIN F. KENNEDY and Governor
JOHN CONMALLY, who was riding ip the same limousine, were woundad
as a result.of gunsho%s fired byﬁﬂiffarent guns at differbnt
lochions. Furthcgpoye, the state will show that PRESIDENT KEENEDY
hims;lf was struck by a number of bullets coming from different

guns at dififerent locations -- thus showing that more than one

person was shooling at thé Presidsnt. The evidence will show Lhat
I

e




wards in pis cazr. Once agzain, since LI OSHALD was in tha Book
Depository beshind the President, this will show that a numbaer of .

men were shgoting and that he was, therefore, killed as the result

8.
of a conspi?acy.

The Stata, in showing that a numbzr of guns wore fired during the
assassination of President JOHN F. KENNEDY, will offer, in addition
to eyewitnesses, various photographs and motion pictures of what

transpired in Dealey Plaza on November 22, 1963.

L4
First, the State will offer an 8mm color motion picture film taken

by Abraham Zapruder, commonly known as the Zapruder film. This

film, which has not been shown tc the public, will clearly show

you the effect of the shots striking the President. In this connection
we will also offer slidcs and photograpns of variovs individual

frames of this film. The State wil) reguaest permission from the

' Court vo allow you, the jury, to view this material. %hus. you:

will be able to see —- in color motion picture -- the President as

he is being struck by the various bullets and you will be able to

see him fal% backwaras-as th? fatal shot strikes him from t?e

front -- not thé back but the front.

-

Also, the state will introduce as evidence certain other photographs

and motion picture films, taken during the assassination, as listed
below: T - -

b A The "Moorman picture" which is & polaroid rhotograph
taken by ilary Moorman in Dealey Plara on Novembor 22,
1¢63. Jn addition to this picture, but in connaction
with jt, the state will offier verious blow-up brints
of this photdgranh.

-k
-

2. various photographs taken by Mr. Philio Willis in
‘. Dealey Plaza on November 22, 1963.
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The State will gualify ROBERT H. WEST, the bounty Land Surveyor for
ballas Counl@g_Texas, as a licensed régistered public surveyor and
thus compstent to testify as an exéert—as to the geographical aspacts
of Dealey Plaza, Dallas, Texas. In canjﬁnction with the testimony

of MR. WEST, the State will offer into evidence a certified survey,

an aerial photograph and a mock-up model of Dealey Plaza.

"The State will also gqualify DR. ROBERT SHAW as an expert in the
field of medicine, and in connection with this testimony we will
offer X-rays and medical records concerning GOVERNOR CONNALLY's

wounds and treatment at Parkland Memorial Hospital in Dallas,'Texas.

The State will qualify and offer the testimony of DR. JOHIN NICHOLS,
& melical expert in the field of forensic medicine and pathology.
In connection with his testimony the State will offer certain

exhibits and photographs into evidence.

Furthermore, during the presentation of this case, the State will
qualify and offer.thé téstimony of Spccial Agent ROBERT A. FRAZIER
of the Federal Burecau og Tnvestigation as an expert in the gield
of ballistics. Speecial AgeﬁéniYNDAL SHANEYFRLT, who is a photo-

graphic expert with the Federal Bureau of Investigation,; will be

qualified and will testify. -
L 9
vy .

The State also will present eyewitness testimony, corroborating
what dis shown in the Zapruder f£ilm: thal. the President's fatal

sholt was received frouw the front and that he was thrown bachward --

L3

not forward -- from the force of this fatal shot. *he eycewitness




kill him.
: ' & . .
We will then show that a few minutes aftér the shooting LEE OSWALD

came running down the grass in front of the Book Dzpository, that
he climbed into a station wagon with another man at the wheel and
that-this station wagon pulled away and disappeared into the traffic

on Elm Street.

The evidence will further show that sﬂbrtly after the assassination
of PRESIDENT KENNEDY, on November 25, 1963; agents of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation interviewed DEAN A. ANDREWS, JR. in his
room at Hotel Dieu ﬁospital in New Orleans. As a re§ult of this

jnterview with DELN ANDREWS, a local attorney, the Bureau began a

systematic and thorough search for a "CLAY BERTRAND".

A man who identified himself as "CLAY BERTRARD" called ANLCREWS the
éay after the President's assassination requesting him to defend ‘
LEE HARVEY OSWALD, who by then had been formally charged with the
murder of JOHN F. KE@NED?. The State will introducza ev;dence in
the course of kgiﬁ_Fasc showing-that the defendant, CLAY SHAW, and
the "CLAY BERTRAND" who C;I.ll(.‘d'DEAN'ME REVS cm behalf of LEE HARVEY
OSVALD, aré one and the same person.

The evidence will further show that sometime during the yeaf 1966

ns Taa
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the ‘defendant, CLAY SHAW, reguasted the U.S. Post Officec to dsliver

mail addressed to him at his residence at 1313 Dauphine Street to

1414 Chartroes Siract, the reszidence of a leng-time friend, JEFF
" : ol e
BIDDISON. This change of address order was terminated on Septaembex

21, 1266, puring the pericd that the change of address remained




to “CLEX BERTRAND", the name'u;ed by the defendant at the mesting
between himself, DAVID FERRIE and LEE HARVEY OSWALD in FERRIE's
apartmant J;'nud September, 1963. None of the letters addrcesed

to "CLEM EEZRTRAND" were ever returned to the postal authorities

for any reason. The period during which these letters addressed
to "CLEM BERTRAXD" waore delivered to 1414 Chartres Street preceded
by at least six months the publication of the fﬁct that the Orléans
Pari;h District Attorney's Offica was investigating the assassina-
tion of President JOHN F. KENNEDQ. In fact, it preceded the start
of the investigation by the District Attorney's Office. 1In
connection with this evidence, the state will ofﬁer into eviéence
‘the U.S. Post Office forms reflecting the change-of address initiated

by the defendant and tes timony shovlhg the dcl:vcry to that address

oI mail addressed to "CLLM BERTRAND" .

It will be showr éhat in Decenmber, 1966, the defendanta CLAY Sﬂiw,
visited the V.I.P., Room of one of the airlines at Moisant Airgport
and that, while.there, he signed the guest register in the name of
“CLAY BHRTRANF". EygwiLnessﬂtcstimdny will be preseﬁted and the

uest book which" he signed will be introduced into evidence.
g -

~

The State of Louisiana will ask you to return a verdict of guilty

as charged against the defendant,. CLAY SHAW,

(<3




