
Shaw Witness Concedes Plot 
HO Air of a 'B ull Session' p eyr 

By Don McKee 

NEW ORLEANS,' Feb. 10 
(AP)—Star prosecution wit- 
ness Perry Raymond Russo 
testified today that a 1963 con-
versation, which forms the 
core of the State's conspiracy 
case against Clay Shaw, could 
easily have been "an inconse-
quential Pull session." 

Russo said under cross-ex-
amination that he had told 
several persons the discussion 
he heard involving Shaw and 
Lee Harvey Oswald might not 
have been serious. 

It had 'every characteristic" 
of a bull session, he said 
Russo, 27, a dark-haired six-
footer, told of attending a 
party in September 1963 at 
which he said Shaw joined 
with Oswald and David W. 
Ferrie, a former airline pilot, 
in discussing how to kill Presi-
dent Kennedy by crossfire 
after a diversionary shot. 

The 55-year-old Shaw, re-
tired managing director of the 
International Trade Mart in 
New Orleans, is on trial on a 
charge of conspiring to assas-
sinate Kennedy. Shaw's law-
yer says the defendant never 
knew Oswald or Ferrie. 

See SHAW, A8, Col. 4 
Aasoclated Pries 

Perry Raymond Russo, star witness in Shaw case. 
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Clay Shaw waves as he arrives for fourth week of his New Orleans conspiracy -trial. 
. 	. 



W
itness T

ells of 'B
ull Session' JF

K
 P

lot 
S

H
A

W
, F

rom
 A

l 
- 

O
n
 d

ire
c
t e

x
a
m

n
ia

tio
n
, 

R
usso said S

haw
, O

sw
ald and 

F
errie talk

ed
 ab

o
u

t cro
ssfire, 

d
iv

ersio
n
ary

 sh
o
ts, escap

e b
y
 

airplane and alibis. 
H

e said
 o

n
 cro

ss-ex
am

in
a-

tio
n

 th
at h

e d
id

 n
o

t . k
n

o
w

 
w

hether to take the m
atter se-

riously and did nothing about 
it u

n
til F

errie d
ied

 in
 F

eb
ru

-
ary, 1967. 

R
u

sso
 testified

 th
at F

errie 
w

as o
b

sessed
 w

ith
 assassin

a-
tions, and had m

entioned for-
m

er P
resid

en
t E

isen
h
o
w

er, 
th

e p
resid

en
t o

f M
ex

ico
 an

d
 

later, K
en

n
ed

y
. H

e said
 h

e 
th

o
u

g
h

t F
errie w

as "a little 
crazy." 

C
h

ief d
efen

se co
u

n
sel F

. 
Irvin D

ym
ond pressed R

usso. 
T

here w
ere these exchanges: 

Q
. Isn

't it a fact y
o
u

 d
id

n
't 

really take this seriously? 
A

. Initially, you couldn't be-
liev

e F
errie an

d
 y

o
u
 co

u
ld

n
't 

not believe him
. 

Q
. D

id
n

't th
is h

av
e all th

e 
ch

aracteristics o
f a b

u
ll ses-

sion? 
A

. E
very characteristic. 

R
u

sso
 said

 h
e d

id
 n

o
t m

en
-

tion any assassination conspir-
acy

 in
 h

is first co
n
tact w

ith
 

D
istrict A

tto
rn

ey
 Jim

 G
arri-

son's office in F
ebruary, 1967. 

N
e
ith

e
r d

id
 h

e
 m

e
n

tio
n

 it 
w

h
e
n
 su

b
se

q
u
e
n
tly

 in
te

r 
view

ed in the sam
e m

onth by 

A
ndrew

 S
ciam

bra, an assistant 
district attorney, he said. 

"I d
id

n
't m

ak
e th

at all clear 
to M

r. S
ciam

bra," R
usso said. 

"A
ll I told him

 w
as that there 

w
a
s a

 m
e
e
tin

g
 a

t w
h

ic
h

 a
 

bunch of people w
ere running 

around saying they w
ere going 

to shoot .K
ennedy." 

A
fter listening to the assas-

sin
atio

n
 talk

 in
 1

9
6

3
, R

u
sso

 
testified, no one sw

ore him
 to 

secrecy
 o

r th
reaten

ed
 h

im
 if 

he didn't keep quiet. 
R

usso said be had great dif-
ficulty in identifying a photo-
g

rap
h

 o
f O

sw
ald

 as th
e m

an
 

k
n
o
w

n
 as 'F

errie's ro
o
m

m
ate 

at th
e p

arty
. R

u
sso

 said
 th

e 
ro

o
m

m
ate h

ad
 w

h
isk

ers an
d
 

several days' grow
th of beard. 

H
e said

 rep
eated

 attem
p

ts b
y

 
an

 artist to
 m

ak
e an

 O
sw

ald
 

p
h
o
to

 in
to

 a p
erfect lik

en
ess 

failed. 
. B

u
t h

e said
 O

sw
ald

, F
errie 

an
d
 S

h
aw

 w
ere th

e p
artici-

p
an

ts in
 th

e 1
9
6
3
 m

eetin
g
 at 

F
'errie's apartm

ent. 
R

usso, repeating testim
ony 

he gave at a 1967 hearing after 
hypnosis "refreshed" his m

em
- 

ory, said S
haw

 w
as using the 

nam
e "C

lem
 B

ertrand." In the 
co

u
rtro

o
m

, R
u
sso

 p
o
in

ted
 to

 
S

h
aw

 as th
e m

an
 called

 B
er-

trand. 
T

h
e m

eetin
g
, R

u
sso

 said
, 

took place in F
errie's N

ew
 O

r-
lean

s ap
artm

en
t ab

o
u
t th

ree 
m

o
n

th
s b

efo
re K

en
n

ed
y

 w
as 

sh
o

t ro
t d

eath
. T

h
e W

arren
 

C
om

m
ission in its official in-

vestigation concluded that O
s-

w
ald

 alo
n

e' w
as th

e assassin
. 

A
ssistan

t D
istrict A

tto
rn

ey
 

Ja
m

e
s A

lc
o
c
k
 q

u
e
stio

n
e
d
 

R
usso: 
Q

. W
h

at co
n

v
ersatio

n
 to

o
k

 
p
lace in

 th
e p

resen
ce o

f th
e 

defendant? 
A

. W
e
ll, F

e
rrie

 c
a
rrie

d
 

aro
u
n
d
 a b

u
n
ch

 o
f clip

p
in

g
s 

w
ith him

 . . . I could see K
en-

nedy's nam
e on them

 . . . 
Q

. A
nd w

hat w
as D

avid F
er-

rie saying? 
A

. W
ell, he paced back and 

fo
rth

 o
n

 th
e flo

o
r. H

e carried
 

th
e' clip

p
in

g
s . . . T

h
ere w

as 
so

m
e k

in
d

 o
f L

atin
, o

r S
p

an
-

ish, recording playing . • . H
e 

w
as w

alking 'up and dow
n and 

tellin
g
 h

o
w

 th
is p

ro
jected

 as-
sassination team

 w
ould carry  o

u
t th

e assassin
atio

n
 o

f K
en

-
n

e
d

y
. H

e
 to

ld
 th

e
m

 a
b

o
u

t 
tria

n
g

u
la

tio
n

 o
f c

ro
ssfire

. 
(R

usso denC
O

nstrated, holding 
up three fingers.) 

"H
e (F

errie) said
 p

erh
ap

s 
there w

ould be a diversionary 
sh

o
t . 	

an
d
 th

e o
th

er tw
o
 

w
ould shoot for the kill or the 

direct hit," R
usso said. 

"H
e said

 th
e d

iv
ersio

n
ary

 
shot if fired w

ould be fired to 
a
ttra

c
t a

tte
n

tio
n

," R
u

sso
 

added. 
Q

. A
n

d
 th

e last tw
o

 sh
o

ts. 
T

hey w
ere to be fired sim

ulta-
neously? 

A
. T

hey w
ere. (R

usso testis 
fied

 th
at F

errie su
g

g
ested

 es-
cap

in
g

 to
 B

razil b
y

 w
ay

 o
f 

M
exico.) . 
Q

. D
id

 th
e d

efen
d
an

t say
 

anything? 
A

. A
t that tim

e, the defend-
ant objected to that. H

e said it 
w

ouldn't be possible to fly out 
of the area. 

Q
. W

ell, then w
as anything 

said? 
A

. O
sw

ald
 to

ld
 h

im
—

B
er-

tran
d

—
to

 sh
u

t u
p

. H
e said

,  "F
errie k

n
o
w

s w
h
at h

e's talk
-

ing about. H
e's a pilot." 

R
u

sso
 said

 th
e th

ree talk
ed

 
ab

o
u

t alib
is. H

e said
 S

h
aw

 
talked of "going to the coast." 
R

usso identified both O
sw

ald 
an

d
 F

errie fro
m

 p
h

o
to

g
rap

h
s 

put into evidence by the prose-
cution. 

T
h

e w
itn

ess said
 th

at w
h

en
 

he first m
et O

sw
ald at F

errie's 
ap

artm
en

t, O
sw

ald
 h

ad
 "lig

h
t 

w
hiskers 	

perhaps three or 
fo

u
r d

ay
s' g

ro
w

th
." H

e said
 

th
e first tim

e .he saw
 O

sw
ald, 

introduced as "F
errie's • room

-
m

ate," O
sw

ald w
as cleaning or 

p
o

lish
in

g
 a rifle w

ith
 a tele-

scopic sight. H
anded a rifle by 

the prosecution, R
usso said it 

w
as sim

ilar to, the one O
sw

ald 
had. 
. R

u
sso

 testified
 th

at a few
 

d
a
y
s a

fte
r th

e
 a

p
a
rtm

e
n
t 

m
e
e
tin

g
, h

e
 v

isite
d

 F
e
rrie

 
ag

ain
 an

d
 O

sw
ald

 w
as th

ere. 
"H

e w
as leaving tow

n, had his 
stu

ff a
ll p

a
c
k
e
d
 u

p
. F

e
rrie

 
said, or O

sw
ald said, or it w

as 
m

en
tio

n
ed

, th
at O

sw
ald

 w
as 

going to H
ouston," R

usso said 


