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James B. Rhoads, being duly sworn, deposes and s2ys:
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I am the duly appointed Archiviet of the United Stetes and, as

such, .I am the head of the National Archives end Records Service 5
one of the Tive operating services of the General Services
Administration, an agency of the United Sitates of America. My
office is located in the Archives Building, Tth and Pepnsylvenia
Avenue, N. W., Wachington, D. C. The folloving statements are
based upon informetion required by me in 'connect;ion with my
services as Archivist and Deputy Archivist.

As Archivist of the United States , pursuant to a.ul;hoi‘i'l:y gieiega:‘ged
to me by the Administralor of General Services ,l my I‘espt.JnSihili‘l;ies
include the custedy and preservation of all documenis end other
erticles on deposit in the Archives of the United States y ireludinzg
the photographs and x-rays referred to in the certificate of Judge
Edvard A. Hagegerty, Jr. of tlhe Criminal Distriet Court, Parish

of Orleans, State of Iouisiana.

Said photographs =nd x~rays vere transferred to the custody of the
United States of fArerica by the executors of th= estate or the

late President Jowm F. Kennedy by letter ugreemont dabed October 29,
1966, executed by Purke Marshall on bshzalf of tle executors of the
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The Administrefo of Goneral Services by gensd G8A Order 1o,

ADM P 5450.39 (Chep. 3, par. 1a(3)) detea May 5, 355k, has delegzted
to the Archivislt of the United Stotes 811 respons’bility for the care
and cuztody of docwments and other ariicles on deposit in the Mationzl
Archives and Records Service.
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estate of John F. Kennedy, and by Izwson B. Knott, Jr., Adminis-

trator of General Services. A copy of said letter egreemsnt is

attached hereto as Exhibit A. As authorized by section 507(e) (1)

of the federal Property and Administrative Services Act of 1949

(4% u.s.c. 397(e)(1)), said letter agreement contains restricéions
having been accepted on behalf of the Uniteh Stetes of America,
compliance therewith is required by the letter agreement and by
law.

Under the restrictions imposed in paregreph I1(2) of said letter
agreement said photozraphs and x-rays may not be made available

for use in the criminal proceedings referred to above.

The National Archives and Records Service, particularly thrcugh
its Presidential Libraries and the National Archives, perfors a
very valuable service both for important public Tigures vho give
their papers and other historiecal materials to the United States,
and for scholars who will evenbuslly use these malerials as basic
sources for research. Tt provides secuve storaze for the papers
and a professional staff to arraﬁge and index the papzrs so as to
make them more wiseful to scholars who will use Llhem. The authéri@y
of the Nationzl Archives and Records Scrvice to accepl such gifts
of papers subjeet to whatever conditions of linited access nay be
requested by the.donor ensures that during.the period vhen a degree

of sensitivity stlaches to discussion of evenis end personalities,
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the rights of privacy of the donor and of wersons discussed in

the papers are fully profected. It also ensures thzt valuable
collections of papsrs will be saved, and with the passeze of an
eppropriate period of time will be_madé available to ﬁriters,
scholars, and other interested persons for regearch use, To
violate the confidential restrictions would completely destroy

the public confidence in the Federal Goverrment 1o honor its
commitments to donors of papsrs, oral history transcripts, and
other historical materials. If this confidence is destroyed, the
validity of the whole concept of Presidentiel) Libraries will be
Placed in question, end the future development of these and similar
institutions will be imperilled. TFor, if public Tigures no longer
Teel assurcd that their interests will be protected when their
Dapers are depdsited in public institutions they will cease to
place important and sensitive papers in such institutions. The
result will be a drying-up of bzsic research resources in history,
economics, public administration, and the soeial sciences generally,
danazing to the cause of education, culture and public enlightenment.
It would be a great and undue burden on me &s Archivist of the
United States to travel to and from Iouisisne to appear &s a
witness ip the Criminal District Court for the parish of Orleans

in the eriminal proceedings in the case of Sta'e of Louisiane v,

Clay L. Shaw. ¥ am personally involved in a number of Lasks
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relating to the transition in the office of President of the
United States from President Iyndon B. Johnson to President-elect
Richard M. Nixon. Amonz such tasks are: (&) the transfer of
papers, films, and nuseun objects, as well as staff, to Austin,
Texas, incident to the esteblishment of the Lyndon Baines Jolnson
'Library, and (b) working with high level officials of the incoming
Administration on matters involving archival and papervork manaze-
ment. These special problems, which a:re of & contimuing nature
requiring high priority, are in addition to my normal .responsi-
bilities for administering an orgenization of approximately 2 ,1.00
employees in sone 26 locotions throuzhout the United States. These
responsibilities include (a) administration of the Kational Archives
of the United States, involvinz the selection, preservation, and
aﬁrﬁinistraﬂtior: of Federal Govermment records of permanent value;

(b) direction and coordination of Federal Govermment programs for

% PVD records management; (c)-edministration of Federal Rocords Cenbers

for storage and administration of noncurrent Federal records; (a)

administration of Presidential Iibraries; and (e) sdministration

- of the 0fTice of the Federel Register.

7'. As outlined above . sa.id_ rhotographs and x-rays are held in my

custody . as part of my official duties as Archivist of the United

States, pursvant to and subject to the terms , conditions, and

a

restrictions ol the aforementioned letter asrcement. T had no
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part in, and was not present et, the taking, de:rel:)p:nerrb , or

production of said photozraphs or x-rays, end I would be completely

unzble to lestify as to their meaning or interpretetion.

Subseribed and sworn to before me this ¢ day of 40;'. e,
. /4

1969. /

@C’ﬂfu;; ﬁb?b‘ é:’-ze 79;74

Hotary Public /

My commission expires ﬁ,«:f, o SF IFTS
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