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New Orleans TLial-Defense 2/e3/69

If it is ton esrly to gueze the entire defense snd its effect, it is
not too sarly to eveluste the ecross-exeminations, as reflected in the press. It
is, of course, certein that the press can-ot be trusted on this issue, but it
s@sms inconceivable that if cross-exeminstions were et all effective there could
te so total 2 misrepresentation.

1l note that * have not hsd a gingle cuestion ssked of me to 8sk sny of t
the witnesses Uymond has used. “ith two + had been asked earlier to prepare gues-
tions thet would destroy them. With one of the other 4+ had sent in s memo that
would have had thilis effect, With snother, without being asked, I had left such
s ®m memo, Without being ssked. More, just before the end of the prosecution cecse,
1 hed phoned oo to beg thet the cese not be concluded before the government had
to snswer in EBppeals court in Weshington, yet this wass done without celling the
most effective witness on the neture of the wounds, Dr. Wecht. In s—eskingz to
“no I hed said thet, with Frezier hsving been sbandoned byl the prosecution and
imiedistely submenased by ths defense, whoever cross-examined him need spend but
five minutes with me on the phone. This didn't happen.

With Merins and Frezier, reeding WHITEWASH is &11 nesded to ruin both.
I hsd given them & brief memo on Merins expleining this end on Frazier e d send
8 good nemo by Bernabei proving what I did not zo into in THITEWASH, that he had
lied, consciously, in saying that the defect in the sight improved the shot1 for
the contrary was, to his knowledge, true. Aside from what is in VHITEWVASH, hed
given Oser snd Bill copies of the limited editionof F8ST MORTEM, which goes into
the bullet and the residues - snd the Connelly fragment. With these witnemses, the
minimum expectsbls heasdlines sre thet ssrins was & llsr who knew she wes g lisr
who lied becsuse of govermment pressures, ons beinz deportetion snd from corruption,
one influence being the promise of wealth. With Frezier, there should have been
nothing left at all.

With Lee Cobb, whoss headline waz how hard Shaw worked snd how he was

so busy mrking RaPd ot the time in question, the truth should heve been the
headline: Shaw never worked herd and rether than a devotion to him becsuse of
this slleged hard work, Cobbtm personally, fired him, giving him the choice
between s fine sendoff when he resigned or beinz fired. In sddition, Cobh is sedd
by those in e position to knov thet he profiteered on the new ITM.

The guestions srrises, why so incompetent a eross-exeminetion? Lsne
snd Selasndris ere both there. Vince, of course, dedicated his early writing to
Frazier, but thst does not destroy his bzsic understending of the simpler fact
of the batlistics. Lene, while he msay know nons of them, has read competitive
books well snd used them often, so he certeinly is in & position to give the
lawyers at the least lesds they seem not to have followed. There msy be s strange
notion, that the case put in is strong enoush to withstsnd this defense, in the
jury's mind, but that seems irrstionsl (es everything does). “one of this, with
the sttitude Moo has ®wo often expressed, exnlains why 1 hsve not received a s=ingle
phone csll, sx single request for & single guestion to ask e single witness. Just
two nights sgo, when I phoned 4rt Kevin, Barbers was with him. She hss 5 great
personsl devotion to Gerrison. Both said they need me urgently. I told each these
wae no problem getting me there. All I required was the ropayment of my expenses
snd some indication I would be listened to, if not followed. Before that I had
rasched the conclusion thet Jim just didn't went me there. + have rssson to believe
the others do. With their free use of phones, it is unlike them not toc have made
s single esll - unles: told not tc. Berbars snd Art were both unpleasant on the
subject of Lene. This was before Selsndris left, pursuant to 8 esll ssking him
to go there. “n fzct, the renuest that Vince go there is in itself e very bad
sign to me, a consclous act on Gerrison's part to iav:lve the critical comrunity

in his work in court. “e thus h=s two, one very publicly snd the other by request.
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1 phoned &rt last night, but L weiting untll too far into the dinner

hour and he was not in. 1 will sttempt to phone him &né others this merning, iy

is possible thet the prosecuticn is doing better then the press indicetes, but it
cannot ba it is doing ss well es nessible with this gross e press misrepresents®
tion. If it is hard to believe the case is being thrown, it is herd to avoid
considerstion that this is the superficial sppeersnce. 1t iz one thing not to be
sbls to put on & good cese, but it is entirely enother not to be «ble to destroy
weak, Talse-swaering witnesses when the deta nesded tc destroy them is st hand.
1 gave them $250.00 worth of books in mid-Jenuary because that large number I

hed esrlier given had sll been stolen from the office! And I told each of the
lawyeBs involved who had them (Nume), told Wume to give them to Ivon, =nd: told
all where copies of the indexes in the wito books published without indexes would
be found, It is more thsn spparent there hss been s decision not to use anything
originsting from me. It is impossible to reac¢h Jim by phone, for he will not use it.
However,'when I wes spesking to Vince I believe the night of 1/31, Jim phoned him
gn Vince s other lihe. I ssked Vince to ssk Jim to phone me sfter he finished with

ince. Yim seid he wes too tired snd rushed, but would phoned the next dsy. “e hss
not, and I did not expect him to.

This is only pert of what is in my mind st this juncture. If Garrison
has, ¥xx ss I heve lorg suspected, psychietric problems, can this influence the
entire case, the every act of svery lswyer? Hes his possible tendency for self-
destruction taken commend, hes he determined to lose so it will look to him and
those blind followers thet the government rigged it 207 Is it his vanity snd the
fesr of that great smount he cen do thet dominetes the gtaf{? Oser and Terd ere
due for judgeships, et his arresnging, end I believe snother. Oser =nd Alford
mow 1ittle sbout the case, but esch kmows enough to use the phcne unless ordered
otherwiss, snd eech was told he could if need be. Can it be that Garrison is
determined %o ruin the opposition to the VYarren hgnort becsuse of his own failure
to make s single dent in it? He has done it none but a public-relations harm.

Whet thet isrnmot irraticnal cen possibly explain this strange state of
affairs, this @ rmeating incompetence by those not st all incompetent? Ignorance
can be crippling. It cennot be exxused that the lawyers who it was known who
heve to do the court wnrk were kept dn ignorance until the last minute, but the
hendiceps of this ignorence could, to & large degree, have been overcome and the
readily-svsilsble meens have been delibverately avoided.

I note elso thet Fern hes been in New Orlesns, from vhet I heve been
told "helping"” with the witnesses. I suspect his greater interest is in going
through the files to prove thet there was o outup job on Boxley.

I hevespoken to Art Kevin, which is even mors disspirited, e says the
press hes not unfeirly represented what is heppening, that it has bscome = very
boring proceeding. e had spoken to ,ouis snd ssked why I was not there because
they needed me and got no response. He ssked why Mark was not cancelled &s s wit-
ness, for the few seconds of tape he has to offer sre not thet importent, end fin-
belly, indirectly got word from Jim that is he hed Mark in court snd used the
sdvice snd knowledge he could get, "you heve no idea the morale problem I would have"
Mark, sppsrently, hss prepered e long memo on Merine that wes not used.

irt saye there sra B-6 US attarneyks a dey in court. He agrees that
what hes sctually heppened would be lisughed out of Hollywood, that no one would
balieve such & seript. The have Vince at the NOAC end sre foing over thinge with
him. Hed they not, the Frazker dissster would be even worse. Jim hes been interviewim
potential witnesses there and staying tco busy to see even friends like Art.

Art hee heard that Lee Cobb's brother Alvin is s Klan leader in Shreveport.
o nuestichs were ssked of Cofb rrom the memo 1 T2 Nothing slong thet line, eitler

He finds everything inVGmpstant; not dene well at 811,



