2 Witnesses
Testify Shaw
Knew Ferrie
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W ORLEANS, Feb. 27—
Clay L. Shaw took the witness
stand in his own defense to-
day and denied he conspired
to assassinate President John
|F. Kennedy or that he even
knew his alleged co-conspira-
tors David Ferrie and Lee
|Harvey Oswald.
| But three hours later, two
|surprise rebuttal witnesses|'
|rocked the ecourtroom with
|testimony that they saw Shaw
and Ferrie together in 1964
The new witnesses,
|Tadin and his wife
vOIUMteered their stories only|
this morning. !

Tadin said he had not want-|'

ed “to get involved” but|:
changed his mind while watch-
ing TV reports because he
knew Shaw and Ferrie were
acquainted.
The testimony of Tadin and|
his wife was the State's re-||
sponse to the testimony of|
Shaw, who had eategorically
denied every element of the
murder conspitacy charge
against him including ever
having known Ferrie.

It appeared that it would
soon be known what effect the
testimony had on the jury as
Judge Edward A. Haggerty Jr.
announced that some time on
Friday he would submit to the
all-male panel the case that
began 38 days ago. i
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Shaw is accused of conspir-
ing in this ecity with Oswald
and Ferrie, both now dead, to
assassinate the President. The
prosecution is part of District
Attorney Jim Garrison’s at-
tempt to discredit the Warren
Commission in particular and
the Federal Government in
general for allegedly trying to
cover up a murder plot.

“Elements of Decision

If the jury believes the new
witnesses, it will have 1o re-
ject Shaw's denial that he
ever knew Ferrie, the broken-
down airline pilot who was
Garrison’s prime investigation

target before his death two

years ago.

To find Shaw guflty—a ver-
dict ‘that would strike a heavy
bhlow at ‘the prestige.of the
Warren report worldwide—the
jury must also believe that
Shaw, Oswald and Ferrie
reached murder and getaway
agreements at a party here
in mid-September 1863, fwo
months hefore the tragedy in
Dallas.

Tadin, balding and perhaps
in his late 40s, preceded his
wife to the witness stand. He
identified himself as the busi-
ness manager.of a local musi-
cians union and the father of
two deaf sons, one of whom
took flying lessons with Ferrie
at the city's lakefront airport
4, years ago.

Spellbinding Influence

Like a witness who placed
Shaw, Ferrie and Oswald to-
gether at the 1963 party, Tadin
was unable to give a precise
date beyond “sometime be-
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tween June and August” in
1964 as when he saw Shaw and
Ferrie together.

Tadin and his wife had come
out to be with their 16-year-old
son during a flying lesson with
Ferrie, a known homosexual
with a spellbinding influence
on young boys that Tadin
hinted was of concern to him.

He sald he saw Shaw leave
an airport hangar about three
feet ahead of Ferrie. “I said
to myself, ‘Aw, Christ'" said
Tadin in a manner strongly
suggestive of the unspoken but
widely acknowledged fact that
Shaw is a homosexual.

After Shaw turned and left
for his car, said Tadin, Ferrie
said the man was “a friend of
mine, Mr. Clay Shaw. He's the
manager of the International
Trade Mart.”

“heautiful hair,”

Cross-examined by Defense
Attorney F. Irvin Dymond,
Tadin said he couldn't recall
how Shaw was dressed that
day. .

Asked If Shaw had a hat —
a question that may have
helped discredit previous wit-
nesses who said he wore one—
Tadin replied he remembered
Shaw was hatless because his
wife remarked about Shaw's
a distin:
guished gray.

“When did you first get in
touch with the Distriet Attor-
ney’s office?,” Dymond asked
“This morning,” the witness
replied.

Asked why he had not come
forward two years ago when
the question first arose wheth-
er Shaw and Ferrie had heen
acquainted, Tadin said, "The
same like other people in this
case, I didn’t want to get in-
volved.”

Decided fo Come Forward

He decided last night, while
watching reports of the day’s
trial developments on TV, to
come forward.

“I say, this is not true”
Tadin said he told himself.

Mrs. Tadin backed up her
hushand about the 1964 Inci.
dent. While equally uncertain
about the clothing worn by
Shaw, she was able {o say
that the event occurred in
“late August.”

To some observers, the gullt
or innocence of Shaw has
seemed of secondary impor-
tance to Garrison, the most
important thing being his evi-
dence against the Warren

Commission which the trial

under Louisiana conspiracy
law makes admissible.

Shaw, 55, and retired from
an advertising and trade pro-
motion career, testified just
before the defense rested its
case this afterncon. He calmly
and tensely denied any con-
spiracy.

“Have you ever, even jok-
ingly or casually, talked about
killing the President of the
United States?” Dymond
asked his client.

“Certainly not,” Shaw an-
swered.

“Did you conspire with
David Ferrie and Lee Harvey
Oswald to murder John F.
Kennedy, the President of the
United States?” Dymomnd
asked.

“No, I did mot,” Shaw said.
Voted for Kennedy

“Did you ever at any time
want President Kennedy to

die?” asked Dymond.

“Certainly not,” said Shaw,
adding that he had voted for
Mr, Kennedy and supported
him,

He denied using the name
“Clay Bertrand,” which Gar-
rison claims was his alias. Had,
he ever used an, elias? Only,
once, when he wrote a play
under the pen name, Allen,
White, “a name derived from
the maiden names of my
grandmothers,”

During an hour's cross-ex-
amination, Assistant District
Attorney James L. Alcock was
so gentle with the defendant
that the courthouse buzzed
with reports that the prosecu-
tors had become discouraged
at the way the case had been
going.

However, any impression
that the prosecution was about
to take an acquittal lying down

was dispelled whem Mr. and
Mrs, Tadin took the stand.




