
NEW ORLEANS—When 
the 40-day trial of, Clay L. 
Shaw ended in acquittal, 
David Powe, a 28-year-old 
juror, returned to his job at 
a collection agency with the 
warm feeling that comes 
from community service. 

Like many of his fellow 
citizens, Powe went into the 
trial with the vague convic-
tion that the prosecutor, Jim 
Garrison, really had some-
thing. At the end, the 12 ju-
rors took less than an hour 
to conclude that Shaw was 
not guilty of any conspiracy 
to murder John F. Kennedy. 

"Now it kind of makes 
you feel like a damn, fool," 
Powe said the other day. 
Since the trial, he has en-
countered cynicism and hos-
tility. 

"There's a certain percent-
age who will tell you the 
jury was bought," the ex-ju-
ror said bitterly, "Kennedy 

3/41k? 

thing, they don't want to 
stop believing." 

Across town in a smartly 
restored coachhouse of the 
old quarter the Vieux Carre 
—the ex-defendant views 
this phenomenon with more 
detachment, 

"People keep saying Gar-
rison must have something," 
Shaw muses. "A friend told 
me the other day: 'Whatever 
Garrison's got, I hope it's 
not catching,' " 

In his graceful, measured 
voice, the retired business-
man and civic leader talked 
about the resilience of the 
conspiracy theory, even in 
the face of a jury verdict. 

See GARRISON, A6, Col. 1 

By William Greider 
Washington Post Staff• Writer 

money talked, they say. If it 
did, it sure whispered when 
it got to me. The day after, I 
talked to two ladies. They've 
believed for so long that 
this man Garrison had some- 
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