
Proseoctitre ritnesscs- James W. Alt ens 
	

1/4/ea 
Possibly reading or reareading whet i huve written of -i41taina in the two chk:Tters or part three of 7HITEli Ii takea more time that you now have. There is mora on him in ,',i1ITI-AVaid end PilorroCk.allic wEITZiAaa, There is a copy of the unpublialLA index £ of 74II in your ofaia. I gave it to Tom. 

UsIng him es a witness den serve a number of ourpce. I think those thtt mi -ht it 1n-7ediatcly suv:est themselves will have a very good effect on the jury and serve historical need. 

He was one ^f the closer eyewitnesses to the sesessinstion. If his camera was s through-the-lens reflex, he had en excellent view et the equivslnt of 7255. He gyve the. mcat grsphic testimony about the spray of brain matter over the left side, ,.hie:: 12 entirely inconsistent with the right side or tiv head only hwing exploded out. Going rilone(Nith come of my unpublished ydateriol in POET 110RrEo which is entireltyeubatentiated by the 2: film, he can be used to destroy the official explanation of the fetal wound. Ae can testify to the wind, having gotten a picture of 	Ebnnedy az the mar turned from Main into Houston and as she grebhd her het to keep the wind from blowing it off. • , 

tie challenged Liebeler tc s reconstruction of where he was standing. Liebeler backed off but maintained the wrong position. In fact, Ilebeler mf,rked the position where lateens wee, not Altgens. I used this she., erred, for '1eboler Tut him in the wrong 71:=e0, tharefore, the chart 4 mils based on Liot,21r/s marking of Altgens position rten he took his most famous picture: loc.,11tes the ocr at the wrong place. 

Deopite the importance cf his picture- and ony other he mioht have made-the FBI sIJOV.0 him until it could no longer, for .about eight months. Thor:. :IA to be n very good reason tar this. 1 mg-est that in a competent ousationing it sill come out. I think it lo not alone because of the brain sproy, although that could be enth. 1n  tact, so tittle wee 'kr-own about him, illthou?t,  his iz the most famous ainsq. picture of all end wee the first on the wire, tnnt by the time Spreave of tc tulk tc him, AltGensdid not recall how f.Toly pictures he actually made, I think it is dozen, fr-am w'. wt SpvaGue toil me. The oteers seam to be of los siznificance, but they do delay the time he could .heave gotten onto the grueby knoll to the paint shera anyone them would have disepeared or morgue. with the searchers, something Liebeler utk:13 careful to avoid in his questioning. It was public emberrasomant that finAly wAlsed the 7BI to interview Altgens. 

icon~;, as a photographer, he nay be IzAUMMI to be 8 bit sharper es an observer than most puople. I think that were he led into his eshhenge withLiabelar over ho-i close he wsu, he might .recall things. TUls entire thing would be destrActivo of this efricial fiction in a most comprehensible ?Toy, 	thillk would be ofZec:tive ith thu jury owl the judge. ,erely showing how he 	avoided, thfirthow ha :70.1 questioned, and then that he had un;ranown. 0,cturez ehonld !e very effective. I have tice pieced culls to Sprague, tut be. has ndt respondod. Jaffe Wrote u a0:triingle8:4 uemo oz.711 his interview with Altgons. 



Prospective witnesses- ors. ebnald asker 
	

1/4/39 
(Virgie Rachley) 

Soee years ego, when I was whet now see= very youns, I spent sane months 
in tne mounteine of Kentucky. Earle every morning I rant walking in the mountains 
with an elderly sett-educeted, veil; prectical leeyer. One of the tSinge I learned 
from hilt may he a legal maxim. Ile said that if tSe case could not be tried on the 
facts, At could be tried on the jury or the opreeing cnuncel. In e sense, thie is 
an inherent by-product of the testimony of tome of theeiIaeesee I recem end selling. 
In estshliehing not only the invalidity of the Warren Reeort but bore, the official 
intention, design, not to adduce the truth and to frame cewsld, I think an ieportant 
thing is eeteblished and the effect or, the .lery ebeuId be positive. 

One of LiebeSr's nastier perfermences is Lis deposieg if W.ra. Doneld 
Baker. Igo into this in WHITS;v;ASE II (pr. 129-31) 

There ie no doubt in my mind that a) bullete beside the one the, ceused 
Tague's injury did mini se b) she ie avong those who actually ass: this. 

I digress to note that When I wes in Delles, I norkel with Matt Herron' 
end ohn 	on the story John wes doing. In connection elth this I t' -k teem 
to tie spot 4elso WWII) Aldredge reported a bullet hit the sidewalk. 3chn now 
has, or rather Metttook and Black Star has, some were good epictures of this. 
Matt hes contacts. 4-e promised me pictures, but I've not yet gotten them. In the 
connection in which'I recommend Mrs. Baker, I eel/ also recomeend Etienne P. Ald-
redge (V; II, eV). These people can estobleah that more ehets were fired then the 
government acknowledged and that the government knew and avnided this, the end 
being an official lie, the -Seerea Report, 	tte falsity of Oereld'e sineuler guilt. 

Liebeler was so srfal tbet of all the eveilsble picturee, the one he 
selected to shoe her .is cue in which it is not possible to see wild she described. 

If you ore interested in this, I sugeeet thct the jell es Oity officials 
be Asked for the records of repaving elm bt. It happened, almost lemeedistele. 
year ego a radio porecnelitY 1 mat promieed me the pictures hp then took. Ile has 
not kept his promise. However, also in IMT-1, I beve the two different official 
surveys (not counting the SBI'e epeciel version). These show the road stripes are 
net identical, which coon be eceeunted for by the repaving - which hid where the 
bullet(s) hit. The etrest did not need repaving, as the existing pictures :how. 

There undoubtedly is more that can be elicited freri Mrs. Benr, who was 
standing along the street at the moment of the sheeting. 



Prospective witnesses- Lt. George Butler 	1/4/68 

eltheugh not o Deeley Tleee nitness, But far i implertont in a 
number of areas. I have never spoken to him but I have some keowlege of acme 
nf the things as knows. I an told he bas been demoted, to the jail. Interest 
is especially flegeed because, with oll tbe things he did knew, of all the 
areas in which he was imeortant, he was never called bytthe Commission. Belafedly, 
I em now searching for the documents en him. 

Abovex ell he should hove been e witaces becueee it is he who gewe 
the ell-cleer signal for moving; eseeld when it W8e; nos noclear, ellen ihe arrange- 
meats and not been completed. This alone ::ode it possible for Ruby to stand in 
the unobstructed one place from which he hod a clear shot. It ie the testimony, 
I thin' of Dean, perhaps 14'ritz, that hex the car been in the piece it woe supposed 
to have beo 'Alen it was ready to receive :-5sweld, it would have been where 
ruby ens. 

Re Was a sort of internal-security chief under the cever of the 
juvenile bureau, according to some of ny local Dallas sources. lee was privy 
to threats to kill the President'teat I belie in my unpublished book COUZ 

as leesin on a pert of the odic) story, of which you heve the tape in 
my Oeetorr ieterview with Dick millings and subsequent memos. Then Odic was 
staying with the leck  Rogersee, she got letters from Lucille Connell, dish in 

•Baston,-thet she eft behind. :ere. Toann Rogers was eon: erased about these letters 
and consulted Trudy Castorr, who recomeended she take tilem to liutler. Trudy made 
the introduction. e-lee, there was a rather loud wowun twined Ramos who hod a yearn 
about bane ofTared a large sum or money for her knowlelge ofwthe assassination. 
Trudy took her to Butler else. This led to problems in the _:utter household, his 
wife developing suspicions about Mrs. Foams who was tben, I believe, separated 
from her husband. 

With his internel-security responsibilitiee, Butler hes to 'reeve such 
knowledge of the inside of themx police department. de was favorable to eed 
praised the John Birch ociety, spoke before the "national Tedispatieu Congress", 
was and preeunifebly still is a real radical-right extremist. 

If I can again rat en to Texas, he ie one of the two of the police 
involved in the essessinetiec story whn I above all ether want to interview. The 
other is Jack Revill. 



Prospective witnesses- Officer "im Cheney 	1/4/69 
Officer v'arrion Bnker 

If you consult the index to WHITETASH under his reme :end tir t of VerrIon Weer, you will get two of the most ohviou ignored leode. Baker 
testified, in enewer to a question from 7ag on -r Carr, 3H 264, that the Frleoy to fore 	testiboey he sot new informetion at the TSBD. He also 
testified that :Cheney said he saw e separate bullet strike gonnolly and had so reperted (311266). 

asot better zaeslea for not ceiling eheaey? 

Few people recall him, but he was one of the closest eye-s,  et. it one cf the motorcycle police who rode flanker on the IFIC car, on its 
right side. As I recnil the existing pictures, I think Altgens in pertieuler, he le shown to-king over hie eft shoulder. it is important, in looking st this 
picture, to recall whet tiebelar was so careful to keep out of the teetimony, that 

Altgens took his picure with P long lens, 135 mm, which hes a tereshortening effect. 

While this, in itself, was enough to justify the Comiscion not wentine himeee a witness end tho FBI not having great interest in him, I suggest that, 
close as he wee to the car, he might have other and sienificant knowledge. 

If you read the chapter "Baker's Dozen" of WHITEWASH II, you will see 
how easy it Is to use Baker to establish that the time reconstruction wee fakede  thet he was pert cf the fekery, one that despite the fairing, it still proved 
Osv'eld eould not have been et the sixth-floor window. Hoi me tter ho hard they 
tried, no metter hoe euch ese omitted, noOkmetter how slowly he moved, Booker 
still get tc the "rend us" before Dswele e)uld be brought thers o  end this 
witteut tekine timeto do all the things Oswald is required to have done, like 
hiding the rifle and leaving no prints, on it or the shells. 

If you desire to do this, Jo 'Truly would be a good addition, for 
he can and weuld testify that he was eh4ed of Pekes snd saw no one coming doen the 
stairs, not ''swald not anyone else, end that it was impossible, hod he been on 
the stairs or spite into the inchroom, which has en eutemeticeelosere on the door. 

By taking Bsker's conjectere, that Oswald had no bus-lease in tte deorrsy, which is less probative than the Commission's coneludion the motorcade could not 
lsve teken a shortcut because traffic regulations prohibited it, it is also possible 
to show hos easy and likely it was that Ceveld went up to the lunchroom from the 
first floor, the only way he could have gotten there before Baker end Truly, and 
with the door having closed before either got to the secondQfloor. 

Aside from its historical importance, I think that in addressing conspiracy 
it is desirAble to show a conspiracy to frame Oswald. This is one of the eeys of 
doing it. The time reconstruction cannot survive even casual examination, It proves 
Oswald could have bast nywhere in the world except on that sixth-floor perch, Baker's 
testimony is reported inNEITZWASH, which can also be used as an index to these 
portions. Be also can testify to the strength of the wind, Which almost blew him 
off his cycle (and thie ends the possibility of assuming a clear space in the live 
oak based on ex subsequent examination on a quiet day,when the space existed for but 0 single frame otxthe Zepruder film, I/18th second at the longest, hardly 
enough for a shot). 



Prospective witnesses- Jack Ravin 	 1/4/69 

If I were to select a single Dells s policemen of 11/22/63 from whom there might be a hope of getting good information, then-Lt. Jack Bevill would be the man. Bin statement that Hosty told him the FEE knew Oswald had the capability but teey didn't expect him to do anything is something he stuck to under great pressure eno knowing full well the support Hosty would hove, knowing 'het the tull power of the FEE an' the federal government would be behind fusty. To me, this mesns he is no coward. Given a choice between crediting him end - iesty, there really ie no ernblem, especially with tee irfermation we heve about tbe federal protection of ilesty nna his subsequent peniehment and demotion (he is now in Kansas City). Res.*, according to Penn Jones, was also a bridge-playing egrtner of Surrey, ealker's friend and business associate and the guy who printed the scurrilous handbill. 

Te now knew that the FBI transcription of eswald's notebook was designed ton-rotect !Testy, to eliminate his appearance in it, end that the psge was done over to accomplish this. Te have the docuinente that prove it. "ore of this can be accidental. It can be no accident that there was more FBI interest in the Oswald's in Dallas than tee testimony shows. It is less than an accident that it took Hasty a full month after the asseseinetion to tyre up his notes vad he thee -had the effrontery to burn his handwritten notes -without ceiticism or oven euestiono being asked. 

left the police department, not the most common thing for a men who bee risen to liettenent, and, according to Paul Rothermel, ie the number three man in the State Pyblic-Sefety Division, 1 think in nouston. Rothermel has a high opinion of him as a men, believes he is dependable and honest, and think: he eees h've eseaseinatiee ieformstion. If he knows what this is, he did not indicate it to me. 	.rly be jest his hunch. 

One of the mere fescieetire aspects of Exhibit 709 is that it 
reveals the police hee an address on esesed, but a wrong one This adds point to the Commission staff questione about how the police knew to go so promptly to 1025. The ofricial exelenetion does not survive examination. It is that ha 
told this to Trite. It did not :satisfy the staff lawyers, not et the beginning, anyway. I have their memeeon it. hosty told Revill what is known to be false, that Oswald was a member or the Comeunist Party. I suggest a careful reeding of this exhibit. Note that it is -sworn to, was written inmseietely. The source of 
Oswald's wrong address coulu not hew; be$,,n1lost3rA 

As with Butler (who Bob Oastorr told ee Rothermel does not like, 
and in his way Rothermel sort of confirmed this0, calling Revill is a stab in the dark. I think it would be worth it. As an alternative, if I go to see Mrs. Tarsikes, 
which Moo indicated sight be dasiriiable, I  might include Ravin and Butler on the 
same trip, which needn't take long. If he would fly, we could do ell of this in two days. By prearrangement, they could be on a weekend. 


