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Dist. Atty. Jim Garrison's sca-
thing personal attack on Federal 
District Judge Herbert W. Chris-
tenberry may or may not consti-
tute contempt of court. It is clearly 
contemptible conduct, however, es-
pecially for ono who clothes him-
self in the ro73es of virtue. 

Mr. Garrison attacked Judge 
Christenberry after the judge 
ruled the district attorney could 
not prosecute a perjury charge 
against Clay L. Shaw. Mr. Garri-
con brought the charge after he 
failed to convict Mr. Shaw on a 
trumped up charge of conspiring to 
assassinate President John F. Ken-
nedy. 

Judge Christenberry said the 
perjury charge was brought in bad 
faith and for the purpose of har-
assment. 

In a statement issued Monday, 
Mr. Garrison said, in effect, that 
Judge Christenberry is a liar who 
has distorted the facts. 

Mr. Garrison not only has 
sought to pervert our judicial sys-
tem for his own ends, but has 
sought to destroy confidence in they 
judiciary itself by vilifying one of 
its most respected members. 

We believe it is time — past 
time — for someone or some or-
ganization with the proper authori-
ty to take action against Mr. Gar-
rison, before he does any more 
damage to our judicial system and 
to innocent individuals. Is this ask-
ing too much? Or are we surround-
ed by timid men, cowering in the 
darkness of their own fear? 

This newspaper calls on the Lou-
isiana State Bar Association to in-
vestigate Mr. Garrison's conduct 
for the purpose of instituting dis-
barment proceedings. The district 
attorney's conduct has brought 
nothing but disrepute to the legal 
profession in this state. He is a dis-
credit to the law and, in our opin-
ion, should be banished from it. 

a 
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Attorney Ivor A. Trapolin, 
former chairman of the May-
or's Advisory Committee '011 
Organized Crime, says Dist. 
Atty. Jim Garrison should re-
sign and the -administration of 
criminal justice in Orleans 
Parish should be investigated 
by the state bar ass.eciation. 

"It is my opinion that Jim 
Garrison should resign as dis-
trict attorney of Orleans Par-
ish," said Trapolin at a 
Young Men's Business Club 
meeting at the Fair rn o n t 
Roosevelt Hotel. 

If Garrison cannot be per-
suaded to step down, he de-
clared, impeachment proceed-
ings should be initiated. 

Referring to the legend en-
graved in stone on the facade 
of the Criminal District Court 
Building—"The impartial ad-
ministration of justice is the 
foundation of liberty"—Trapo-
lin said recent actions by the 
DA should give citizens "reaL 
son to be concerned that the 
foundation of liberty has been 
considerably shaken." 

HE SAID GARRISON'S 
prosecution of New Orleans 
businessman Clay Shaw for 
conspiracy in the murder of 
President John F. Kennedy 
was executed in had faith as 
stated last week by U.S. Dis-
trict Court Judge Herbert W. 
Christenberry, and he called 
Garrison's personal criticism 
of Chris.tenberry for enjoin-
ing further prosecution of 
Shaw an "inexcusable at-
tack." 

Another example of Garri-
son's failure. to administer 
justice fairly, he said, was his 
office's unsuccessful prozazu-
lion of attorney Robert G. 
Haik. Haik's conviction for 
unauthorized use of a movable 
in connection with business 
de.elings with Garrison's 
mother was overturned unani-
mously by the state Supreme 
Court on the grounds that the 
acts alleged required "novel 
and strained interpretations 
for bringing them . Within 
criminal statutes." 

Principal speaker at the 
gathering was state Sen. 
Charles Barham of Lincoln 
Parish, and independent can-
didate for lieutenant governor. 

GAERISON also had failed 
to adequately prosecute cases 
involving organized crime in 
New Orleans, Trapolin 
charged. 

He called for an investiga-
toin of Garrison's office by 
the New Orleans and Louisi-
ana Bar Associations, the 
New Orleans Criminal Bar 
Association and the Louisiana 
Board of Ethics for State 
Elected Officials. 
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Tihice in the past 30 days rist‘. Atty 
Jim Garrison has been roundly con-
demned for the abuse of his public pow-
er in ties pursuit of personal aims; first 
by the state Supreme Court in the mat-
ter of attorney Bob Haik and most re-
cently by the federal court in the matter 
cf Clay Shaw. 	'• 	- 

And now Mr. Garrison, with a dema-
gogic shriek about federal intrusion, has 
announced his plans to appeal the feder-
al decision. 

It should be noted that this is further 
injury against Mr. Shaw. It costs Mr. 
Garrison nothing to file an appeal. The 
money comes from public funds. The 
private citizen, Mr. Shaw, on the other 
hand, has to forage up another conk: of 
thousand dollars to again defend himself. 
The, persecution goes on And can contin-
ue as long as Garrison has the use of 
public money. 

Perhaps your newspaper can explain 
the procedures, if any, whereby a dis-
riot attorney might be removed from 
)ffice. Somewhere along the line, this 
:tate must demonstrate. to politicians 
oat public office is a trust and not a • 

aything for their private use. 
David Chandler 
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