Js, HR Shaw Civil Suit - CONFIDENTIAL 12/26/72 ,

The small NYTimes clipping of the 20th HR sent me impels me to make this brief
memorandum, from recollection, of what is in my files, on tape and duplicated on tape,
relating to whether or not Shaw committed perjury. Not the hasty Garrison asllegation, and
entirely different perjury.

I never investigated Shaw. I never cast him in the role in which Garrison did for very
simple reasons, some of which are in O in NO. I never through if Husso was truthful that
the real LHO was at Ferries. 1 had doubts about Russo you will also find in O in NO,.

I found out by accident, not design, that rather than being anxious to retire to
manage his properties, Shaw was fired by theldte “loyd Cobb, who hated Shaw. Shaw inherited
the hatred, so to speak, by being the protege and I understand bedmate of his mentor and
benefactor, who was Cohb's original enemy.

As it turns out;, I am happy I was not at the trial. I wasn't because I could not be
under the existing conditions, I was there and left without entering the courtroom, leaving
during the jury selection. I was asked to return several times and refused. This did not
endear me to any of "them", nor did it to those who pretended to know the facts and were
caught lacking that knowledge. '

Hed I been there when Shaw testified —and I had been supposed to be a technical
adviser and sit at the counsel table — I1'd not have been ailent when Shaw and Cobb both
lied in context probably perjury - about the great loss Cobb felt when he resigned.

(The storgs is that after I think his name was Breck died and a reasonable time
passed. Cobb called Shaw in and said, "Ulay, when yu resigned wexedx we're going to give you
-the damnedest party and the highest hanors ever, And if you don t resign, I'm kicking your
ass out." I have this on fxkwmi tape from a friend of all named -+ Garrison, a man who was
there,

Shaw and Cobb both testified that Shaw was indispensible to the success of the new
project, the new Trade Mart “uilding, because he was in charge of and renting the space,
and if he failed to eent the space, the whole thing would go bankrupt. This is false. I
have earlier, for other reasons, never anticipating this, sent Garrison the proof. With
typical genius, he ignored it, perhaps for th: best as things turned out. There is an
FBL report in my Oswalf-Lit Dist file of an interview with one James Lawrence and then
others with Nick Palmisano, then of the Roosevelt Hotel, and Dolores Neeley, then Jesse
Chre's secretary, all because they are in the WDSU footage.. This was one of the FBI's
more slillful operations. There is one slipsLawrence said he was there to rent the space,
representing Bloomfield. R

Garrison sent Boxley to iwemphis to investigate Bloomfiled. You'll recall what + have
on that name in O in NO. Boxley could get nowhere on that so he returned empty-handed, I
was in Memphis 2/71 and I didn t forget. In looking for Lawrence, who had left pémphis, I
found Ronald Hanover, who had left Bloomfield. How Boxley could have missed either I don't
know. 1t was no sweat., I found Lawrence with no trouble, I interviewed both by phone. In
brief, thelr stories check just enough shor of perfectly to be more than credible, They had
the contract to rent the space (and here I note that Jerry ¥olicoff .could do nothing when
I asked him to check out the New York Suit in which Shaw was a witness end one litigant
Tarmar, an obvious contraction.) They did rent the space, Contrary to the claims of Shaw
and Cobb, with which they were not familiar, there never was any sweat or worry. Things
ran beaufifully. They oversubscribed. The one disagreement between them is the amount of
space rental required for the loan and the amount of oversubscription. 1t was considerable
in both versions. And both sets of figures are close enough. ’

So, this being quité germaine, being Shaw's only alibi against the really persuasive
testimony of the very solid Clinton witnesses (who could have made an honest mistake but
could not have been more seriois or more persuasive), I think it is real perjury and mekes
me wonder why there is this persistence in a civil suit where, if it is won, there will
remain the amount of damage that could be done to a very prominent homosexual. Getting
real damages will depend on the jury. & don t think the Wegmann firm is looking for a token
victory, and they know there is nothing to collect from “arrison. They are after the money
fellows who backed him,

I have no $nterest in giving this to Garrison and I have not. However, I also have
no interest in the innocent being hurt, even if they are rich! And as you can now see, there
always was basig for my saying Shaw did perjure himself, more after 2/71. What, if anything,
I will do I don t know. Should I ever get to N.O. I may see. If before 6/73. HW
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I should have included in last night's uemo what I aid with this new information on
renk&l of space in the new IT§ Building and a few other things about the old and the newe

Hy source on most that does not come from documents and interviews wirh other was
Jesse Core, who became a friend. The ionday pefore Thanksgiving last year, 1971, he took
me to a great lunch at the Commander's ralace in the Garden Section. I rarely get drunk
any more, never when working, but 1 can keep drinking, I am not boasting when I say 1 stayed
with him, round for round. I think Jesse wanted to relax or may have had s head start. We
were both glad to see each other, both getting to the regtaurant early, although he was

in the midile of a campaign and had geveral clients., Hde had been advertising and PeXe

manager for Garrison's first campelgn. Ther. was a pleasant intrusion that ended confi-~
dential conversation. A friend of Jesse's, a real movie character CEhrrlie Gresham, came
in with a woman who was aluxnas chairman for the coming bowl game. Charlie was a friend of
Heyer Lansky's, although from a fine family, the ap,arent source of his apparent wealth.
Charlies lubricated to the point wherec he'd talk only personal things about Lansky. They
had a business relationship. .

This color atuff is not so uuch for use in AQ ag for reminding me of mood.

Aside: besides this from-the-top invite to the bowl geme New Years Day I had another,
from Gut Johnson. Bud had asked me to try to arrenge certain things with Guye. It was not
wasy because he a) is an alcoholic and S was separated from his wife, who would not say
80 and thus ran my—— off needlessly- I kept calling all woekend and didn % latoh onto him
antil the last minute, just as I was leaving town for Dallas, Guy would 88t up a meeting
between himself, Bud and me and Ramoul Esquevil. Bd chilled immediately, I think from fear,
and we never went back, although what he wanted was arrangsde

Background: I had met Sal Yanzeca in earlier years, Moo introduced us. fg then expressed
an inte est in talking to ue. The Friday before this, or the Friday before Thanksgliving
1971, I was in the Di's office for some purpose when Sal came in. We spoke briefly. I asked
if he still wanted to talk to me and he said he dide I said fine because there was 80me~
thing about which I wanted to talk to hime e said he had just come back from abroad (he
later told me he prefers these many overseas chores for his firm and secks them out), s0
would I keep after him at home. He'd breask away the first minute he had free, We had &
tetitative arrangement for Sunday I had to break when Moo told me belatedly his wife expected
me for Sunday dinner and had arranged a big oue, in the Italian way. Having dpne all the

" things planned exeept seeing Jemae (there are always things that can be iuprovised there)

the lsst time I spoke to Sal over the weekend we set a mecting for late afternoon “ondaye. 1
had a rental car, so the driving around was 0O paxkkwEx problem.It was close to 5 by the
time I left Jesse and Co. and got to Sal's office, He had an gnexpected client, would I
come back in a half-hour or so? I walked over to Yean Andrews office, and it isn't possible

" to leave hinin a halg hour. I got back %o Sal's when the building was closed and securityon.
" Jowever, 1 found an elevator operator who remembered taking a client up after closing end
" “not bringing him down, so Sal still had to be there. I went up, getiing there as he and the

client were leaving. Ve gpoke for gbout an hour. About many things. lLike all he had on Russo
‘he felt he didn t have to use, how he got into the case, and the scriousness of thelr cdvil

" guit. I told hiff I hoped they'd drop it becguse Shaw had comuitted perjury with which he
" had not been charged, that my intercot was not Garrison, from whom we both knew there was

no chance of collecting, and he should bear in mind that in a civil suit, for damages, much
was relevant that is not in & criminal procecding, and his client might come out hurt much

‘worse than he could be said to have been by the criminal case. Sal insisted he waa serious,
. and I had and have no trouble believing it. de tried to pump me for what + knew. I told him
* 'L hed not told Garrison and would not tell him. Finally, without telling him any details,

1 did tell him that saying Cobb was 80 80Try that Sahw insisted on qultting was false,
4nhat Cobb, pe sonally, fired Shaw, that there were other than the existeing personal reason,

C“end that this addressed ihaw's alibi and 1 felt was in itself perjuriouse When I would not

tell him more and he wa. alresdy an hour late for supper and wasn't home,we broke up when
he called his wifee I kno. I did o memo on this, presume 1t had more deteils, although I
probably did it on the plane to Dallas. Sla left no doubt that he, personally, yearss to get
Garrison, for personal reasons, & ne.dléss personal insult from JG to him, the reacon he was
in tre case in which he did all the real work. fe didn't want to be at firste



Tjia, by the way, is so typicel of that lemming varrison that ‘thave no trouble
believing it. Sal's anger, in repeating the story after so long an internal, left no doubt
about his sincerity. lie is a very small man. Jim's insult had to do with his size and
was racist, calling him "dago" of *wop". That part I know is in the note I made, verbatim.

So, in my mind, an element of mystery remainat why does Sal and thos prestigeous
firm inasist in going through with a suit in which they do not have real expactation of a
major recovery? Sel said their expernsesg and costs were enormous, much hore than they were
repaid, and they want to recover. I don t believe this edplains it. The possibility of
serving another interest was and remain§ in my mind. Which leads to the ITM

That was on the beat of Warren C. deBrueys. ‘e covered it as regularly as a reporter
touches base with regulars on his beat. There was an additional reason. Shaw and the
normal work of the ITM brought in a wide assortment of forelign dignitaries who were over-
loaded with enemies, like Samoza. Thus there were legitimate security oonceins the FBI hade
Jemse met with deBrueys on such things often, lknew hin personally, and regarded him as
a friend. Aside: he was always baffled that deB has so little interest, took so long in
coming, when he phoned to leave word that he had the leaflot Oswald was using. I do have
& memo of that and a xerox of the original from Jesse. Plus othe: details. Firther asides
Jesse was in the original WDSU footage. be reviewed it with Ed Planer as soon as Omwald
was mentioned and it was still there, not an outtake. Ed Planer confirmed it by phone
the day after I saw Jesse, Tuesday morning, before I met Guy. '

Now I learmed things about deBrueys by Jjust working, bumping into ite. For one tiing,
the lawyer Vell arranged to detend the spurious Bringuier suits had been a haw-school
classmate. So, deB was a local boy on long-time local assignment, a reasonable situations
Also, something that did not emerge in the hearings, he was fluent in Spanishe If to this
and other things fo r which I do not now have time are added what is in COUP, there is an
explanation of why deB , of all the agents the FBI had available, was shipped to Dallas
immediately to do the correlating, which we kmow with certainty was rwally filtering.

Ug was an ideal men to remaimuin N.O. for that job, and any competent agent could have done
his Dellas job, if the intent was a st:aight jobe deB had the upeciel knowledge for
filtering. I believe that had he remained in N.0., someof the really fine leads in those
reports would not existe A similar conditions does not exist in Dallas, where he did his
job rather well, considering the bulk of what he handled.

Shaw gave free space in the oldITM to & CIA outfit, a Cuban one, tho name of which
the incoumpetents in Garrison's office never got in the trial record, It is in the grand-jury
transcripts, teken from Josephine Hug. I think there is indefinite reference to in in her
trial testimony, which I do not have in transoript. Now «illism George Gaudet, who immediately
fingered Ruby to the N.O. FEI, ran the Latin American Reports as it could not afford to be
run from a three-room suite in the ITH, Gaudet was CIA, as was his LAR. Shaw's explanation
of why LHO picketed the ITH was the presence of the Cuban consulise there. There was none,
so his explanation mskes no sense. But Bood old JG let it stand, unchallenged, I believe
LHO had been told uhere ty picket. Dearing on this he had numbers not listed in his book,
including relating to this. like Vern Rotman's not at ":DSU and not in Rotman's name, 1t
was not a haphazard thing. And deB covered that building. He was slso yanked from N.O. I
do not know the date, but right efter my grand jury apsesrance, which was I think 4/18/67,
he was in Washington and did not return to N.O. for the duration, For some reason it was
decided that he was more touchy than the other key agentx whose name does not kmximx
come to mind immediately, the one who "investigated” Shaw, who was allowed to remain in
N.O. and assert privelege.

If all of this is put together, it canbe made to add up to CIA. Why this is risked in
g Civil suit when Uarrison alleg:d and failed to prove it in a cririnal action, Ican't
figure, VWith Shaw's character the key thing in the amount of damages, there is nothing
relating to his sast that is not sdmissable, I don't really think this suit is designed
or intendeu for Shaw's benefit. I think he has been talked into believing that it is his
dhance for full vindication and recouping his financizl losses. “e must be out much,
despite the help he gote I also think Sal would consider that Tom Bethell knew all there
was to know about Shaw in Garrison'd files or knowledge, and thig would be untrue. I could
go to N.0. enu without too much trouble, with help and some financing, make a strong case
for Sgaw's ebing Clay Bertrand even if it were not true. The other agent is Regls Kennedy.
One of the unfolloved leads i the barkeep Trunbach who knev a Clay Bettrand and descibeda
man like Shaw! That is where the investigation ended.The Fil did investigate Shawe -
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