Dear Mr. Slaten, 8/23/91

hanks for your interestiny letter. The bouks herewith.

That Clay Shaw's father and Lee Harvey Oswald's grandfather were mmmbers of the same
rural ghurch at the same time is interesting. It is one of life's many coincidences.

You misunderstood what I said about conspiracy theories and there is no contradiction
between what I said and proving that there had been a conspiracy.

What I said about the theories is that they are all unproven, almost all not really
reascnable, and that they deceive and mislead the people., Because the crime was never
really investigated officially means that there are no rezl leads to be followed. But
those advancing these conspiracy theories pretend that they solve the crime, Fof the most
part the books advancing theories as realify present no evidence to prove that there in
fact had been a conspirucy.

Proving that there was a conspiracy is a matter of fagt, not of theory, and I use
the official evidence to prove that there was a cpmapirafy.

However, I do not theorize who did it.

I hope this clarifies it for you.

Sincerely,
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Claude EB. Slataon
Box 8341

Clintorn, LA 78722
August 13, 1331

Mr. Harcld Weisherg
Route 12, O01d Receiver Road
Fyrederick, MD 217a&1

Dear Mr. Weisbeyg,

Thank you very much for talking with me over the phone a couple
of weeks agc. I have received your coder blank in the maily, ard
I have srclaosed my check for $22.45 for the two books

"Photooraphic Whitewash" and “"Post bMortem”. Please send them to
me as Socon 85 you can.

Mr. Weisberg, I want you to know how much I respect your work
concerning the assassinaticon. It has taken a lot of courage and
commitnert on the part of you and, I'm sure, your wife to
continue your mork in the face of so many cbstacles.,

If you would be willing to bear with me for a few mirutes, I
moeuld like to tell you about my interest in the assassivatiom. I
was just past my 1ith birthday when it happermed and it made a
tremendocus impression on me. Later I could mot urmderstard by
there was so much mystery survounding the circumstances of the
assassimaticn and I have spent a goaod bit of my spare time cver
the years studying it. It was your book “"Whitewash I" that first
made me reslize that there were sericus doubts about what really
happened in Dallas and why.

I did wot become really seriocus about it until several months
agc when twe events happered. First, Oliver Stone's crews Filmed
part of his new movie on the assassination here irn Clirtor. This
brraught cut several of the pecple who had testified at the
Garriscom trial, who bépan telling their stories to peaple all
over agaim.

Second., coincidentally, I was working on the publication of a
book of church minutes at the time. I have published several
books of records of interest to gemealogists and historian over
the last 1@ years, and about 1 1/2 years agoe I was proud to get
the opportunity of tramscribing the minutes of an old Baptist
church abcut 3@ miles wmorth of here {(in Mississippi) called
Ebenezey Baptist Church. Founded iwn 18@6, it is cne of the
cldest continucusly—aperating churches of any demcmimaticon in
Miss. An additional incentive is that one of my arncestors,
Sclomory Moorgan, was a member of the church in 1809.



While tramscribing these minutes, I came across the name of a
member "Horatic N. Shaw". At the time I had a Fleeting thought
that there might be a conmection betweew this Shaw and Clay
Shaw, who I krnew had beern born ivm Hentwood, La., wmot far from
here, but I told myself, "Naaa...couldn't be” and I passed over
it. Shortly after that I was loamed a book of the gemealcoy of
certain families of Amite County, Miss., and East Feliciama
Parish, La., and toc wmy amazemwent the authcr demormstrated that
this Homratio N. Shaw was Clay Shaw's father! This caused me to
be curiocus abocut Horatic, ard while readirng the minutes I was
furtheyr shocked to see that ocme of the fellow church members of
the Shaws was a Johyn Oswald and his wife.

Hell, it turns cut that John Oswald had a son Robert Edward Lee
Oswald whose son was Les Harvey Oswald. What this mearns is that
Clay Shaw's father arnd Lee Harvey Oswald’s grandfather were
members of the same church at the same time. Ta me, this put an
intevesting mew slant on the relatiomship between Lee Oswald and
Clay Shaw as propourded by Jim Barrison.

I am on vacation from my Jjob for the next two weeks, and I am
plammivg to do research toe wite an article comcerning Sham,
Oswald, and a reinterview of the Garyisorn witresses here in
Clinton. Sewveral have indicated that if they are physically able
they will be glad to do taped interviews with me.

My. UWeisberg, I confess I was a little confused by what you =aid
o the phone, and if you would be willing to expand a iittie
bit, I sure would appreciate it. You said you had absalutely rno
beliief in the “conspiracy theories” and yet the ad you sent me
states that in your book "Post Mortem"” there are documents
"proving a comspiracy”. I probably misunderstcod you, and I
probably will Find out more sbout your views after I get your
books,; but I hope you understand why I am curicus.

In any case; again thamks for your work over the years, and
please krmow that there are many, many pecple cut here who
appreciate your work and wha believe that the truth of what
happened and why is something the world should krnow.
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Claude B, Slatonm



