
attacks. Yet the presence of closet quean be-
havior, gay lifestyles, and overt homophobia all 
play a part in the Kennedy Assassination miasma 
of the last decade, and they provide us with a 
good thumbhold for getting a grasp on the whole 
incredible series of events. (That no one prior 
to this has taken the occasion to probe this angle 
is also revealing as to the cowering lad unimag-
inative nature of the American press ailarge.) 
So let's pry this open a bit and get a look back-
stage where the politer and/or more "respectable" 
press daren't look tat now. 

"Clay Shaw: America didn't kill him but we 
didn't help keep bon alive," ran the obituary no-
tice last August in Variety paid or by Rod MeKuen 
and the staff of Sianyan Records (lilk:Kuen's re-
cording company). 

li's no, tieliel that soltietune hies summer of 1975 
the 	,1* I lie murder of Lek Kennedy will  cul- 
lapse. We may nut told Out who inuidleie$,Inui,•but 
we will leala tir the series of uvclt acts which were 
taken to eral,..e.1 the truth loam us. Evi.n now, late 
ifl the Spfltq; as I With. kith, WA:W1 a roomntinil 
rain rye verhch must ruhlinal: in Ih exposure of 

lie tiattas-Washineton eir.er-up instituted by that 
odd anialptil uf pi ,liessional liars loort as the 
Wai nth C.urninission 

Anil if this dues cute it./ pass as I preelkt It will. 
the Assassination Cot ispir.ley Theorists and their 
acivueateS 	 be respunsiLle fur 
Few rrtl issoe alive Thevrnost rake the rrefl t 

CLAY SHAW, TkE (MAN NETW011 
6 THAT KENNEDY KILLING 
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O" 
(Wray?) 

THE GAY VERSION OF THE 

R 
WARREN REPORT 

AND ITS CRITACS 

"The quean network reaches everywhere, my 
dear." 

"1 rue, but mostly into the more interesting 
places, don't you think?" 

John Mine!. with response 
from Toni Dawson, in conversation 

I 
by John Mitzet, 

As an active follower of Kennediana since 1959, 
a supporter of attacks on the findings in the War-
ren Report for the last decade, and a writer inter-
ested in all the fallout of the Kennedy Assassi-
nation, I have come'to the realization that amongst 
all the millions of words written about these mat-
ters (literally cartons of books inked about the 
aetsteination, the cover-ups, and the conspiracies 
high and low) not more than an occasional and 
elliptical mention is made of the panoramic sub-
theme of homosexuality and homophobia through 
all this: in the Kennedy Administration Waif 
(Bobby K-'s famous attack on Gore Vidal at a 
White Houae gala dinner when he instructed 
guards to "get that damn fag out of here!"), among 
conspiracy theorists, in the role of lucked-up 
&met queens who work for intelligence agencies, 
and most dramatically in the use to which "alleg-
ations of homoseXualityr were put and the nefar-
ious result garnered through an imaginary assump-
tion of how the Queen Network operates in the 
New Orleans trial of Clay Shaw in 1969. 

The fact of homosexual activity among the 
principles in all these, when it existed, was re-
legated to footnotes at best, if even there; pre-
sence of homosexual behavior was used for 
ad hominem attacks on a specific character 
without the accuser exploring the significance 
of his attack and the hocagshobia behind such 
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Clay Shaw was indicted in March of 1967 by 
New Orleans District Attorney Jim Garrison for 
conspiring to assassinate President Kennedy. Gar-
rison instantly became a hero to many determined 
Assassination Conspiracy Theorists who believed 
in some conspiracy—on whatever level— and who 
were willing to gung-ho support Big Jim Garrison 
in his wild attack on Shaw as long as it permitted 
them their attack on the Warren Report. Mark 
Lane and Mort Sahl were foremost among those 
who were activist Garrison-backers. 

Garrison had originally targeted a strange New 
Orleans right-wing character named David Ferrie 
as his victim, but Ferrie dropped dead before G. 
could arrest him. The story that Garrison had 
"solved" the assassination had broken by then. 
The world press were winging their way to New 
Orleans waiting for this authoritative D.A. to 
arrest someone in "The Crime of the Century." 
With Ferne's death Garrison was left with the 
press on his baek, leaks promising forthcoming 
arrests and no patsy to nab. (I remember clearly 
watching Huntley & Brinkley at the time when 
the news came across that David Ferric, "a ho-
mosexual," was hinted to be involved in Kennedy's 
murder; I was 19 then and I thought: oh boy, 
it's witchhunt time. I wasn't far off the mark.) 

Anyway, immediately after Ferrie's death in 
Feb 67, a young man named Perry Raymond Russo 
stepped front and center in Baton Rouge and said 
he knew Ferrie and his gay friends and had over-
heard Ferrie and others talking of assassination. 
Barn! Garrison plucks this lad from obscurity, 
works him over, and voilLt Russo becomes the 
main witness in the state's case against Clay Shaw. 
Russo originally never put Shaw at Ferrie's "assas-
sinanon conspiracy party"—that was an idea ger-
minated in the D.A.'s office—but after being 
drugged, hypnotized and given suggestions, Russo 
came around to a position where he would testify 
that Shaw was there. Hence the indictment, al-
lowing New Orleans "justice" to wend its weird 
and wary way. 

Garrison's line was: Ferrie was a fairy, Russo 
was a homo, and Shaw was a fag. In Big Jim's 
bent mind it was a natural they should be hanging 
out together planning miscreant deeds. Or to 
quote the judge at Clay Shaw's trial, a Garrison 
lackie and notorious homophobe, Judge James 
Haggerty, a blustery, pugnacious, booze-swilling 
Irish-face who'd bamboozled his way into the 
New Orleans political scene through the usual 
corrupt methods: "The jury didn't get too 
much on the queer angle. They (the prosecu-
tion) didn't make the cause cigbre of it that 
I would have. I would have if I'd been the 
prosecution...I am personally convinced that—
from people I've spoken to and what I've heard 
over two years—I am convinced that Shaw knew 
Ferrie. I am convinced...queers know queers! 
In New Orleans particularly...they've got a 
clique !niter man the CIA." 

Ay! And there's the rub! I think most honto. 
phobes, since they're incapable of understanding 
the gay sub-culture, assume that all fags know 
all other fags, and that consequently Shaw must 
have known David Ferrie and through hun must 
have had a hand ut killing Kennedy —that is, 
when he wasn't otherwise preoccupied eating 
babies. 

• • 

A wall of hypocrisy and homophobia rises 
to obscure the truth and prevents even the well-
motivated investigators Crum pursuing into 
areas they're ill-equipped to handle and/or cul-
turally predisposed against exploring fairly. 
Their ignorance of the homosexual sub-culture 

and their active homophobia and love of per-
secution allowed them to support Garrison in 
his starkly corrupt pursuit and destruction of 
Clay Shaw (be they the right-wing courtroom 
"Hanging Ladies" or scribes of the trendy 
lefty press). Lacking a respect for legality 
themselves, folks like Lane and Sahl indulged 
Garrison his illegalities to get at what they 
wanted. Garrison's filthy means were OK by 
them if they got to their end of debunking the 
conclusions of the Warren Report. This atti-
tude not only set a bad tone for Assassination 
Theorists (since Lane and Sahl were quite happy 
in their roles of Super-Stars of the Theorists—
Lane especially has made a full-time, money-
making job of it). but it was a short-sighted 
tactic and ultimately a grave disservice to the 
many thousands who have worked in whatever 
ways to expose government lies in the Warren 
Report. 

I won't be going into many specifics of the 
Shaw-Garrison trial; For those facts I encourage 
those who're interested to read Jim Kirkwood's 
fine book, American Grotesquefrom which I 
quoted above, as well as The Garrison Case: 
A Study In The Abuse Of Power by Milton Brener. 
I do want to point out in this article the systemic 
homophobia which allows such a thing as the 
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as going 
to

 w
rite a b

o
o

k ab
o

u
t h

im
 b

efo
re h

er d
eath

.) - 

A
s retired

 D
irecto

r o
f th

e N
ew

 O
rlean

s T
rad

e 
M

art, S
haw

 had m
et m

any thousands of people 
in

 h
is life. If D

avid
 F

errie h
ad

 b
een

 o
n

e o
f th

em
, 

it's likely S
haw

 w
ould have rem

em
bered and ad-

m
itted

 it. (F
erries b

o
d

y o
d

o
r alo

n
e, its said

, 
m

ad
e h

im
 u

n
fo

rg
ettab

le.) In
 a sm

all an
d

 so
cial 

city like N
ew

 O
rlean

s w
ith

 its active g
ay u

n
d

er-
g

ro
u

n
d

, p
eo

p
le g

et aro
u

n
d

. It's n
o

t at all im
p

ro
b

-
ab

le th
at S

h
aw

 couldhave m
et F

errie. B
u

t S
h

aw
 

said
 h

e d
id

n
't (in

 co
u

rt u
n

d
er o

ath
 an

d
 to

 all h
is 

friends), and as a conscientious investigative jour-
n

alist, II take h
is w

o
rd

. 

B
u

t su
ch

 is th
e p

o
w

er o
f H

o
m

In
tem

-h
eritag

e 
m

entality that, once pegged as a faggot, any nef-
ario

u
s activity co

u
ld

 b
e attrib

u
ted

 to
 th

e m
an

's 
life. H

o
w

 b
est to

 stig
m

atize th
e m

an
?

 W
ell, fo

r 
starters, G

arrison sent his boys out on a dragnet 
o

f S
h

aw
's h

o
m

e after th
e arrest. C

u
d

 kn
o

w
s w

h
at 

h
e exp

ected
 to

 fin
d

. W
h

at th
ey b

ro
u

g
h

t b
ack, 

am
o

n
g

 o
th

er th
in

g
s, w

ere: I ch
ain

, 5 w
hips, 

2 p
ieces o

f leath
er,1 A

rm
y cartrid

g
e b

elt; I 
b

lack h
o

o
d

 &
 cap

e. G
arriso

n
 "leaked

" th
is 

info to the press im
m

ediately, and even called 
in photographers from

 L
ife to

 take p
ictu

res o
f 

the gear. This w
as sure to be significant evidence 

to his assertion that S
haw

 w
as a M

em
ber-In-

G
o

o
d

-S
tan

d
in

g
 o

f th
e d

u
p

licito
u

s H
o

m
in

tem
: 

R
espectable B

usinessm
an by D

ay but a N
otorious 

S
treet-S

talkin
g

 Q
u

eer B
y N

ig
h

t. T
h

e iro
n

y o
f all 

this is that G
arrison him

self m
ore nearly fits 

this description. It's even been suggested that 
in his ow

n personal am
inosity for S

haw
, G

arri-
son projected all of his ow

n hang-ups on S
haw

 
w

ho, in B
ig Jim

's refracted m
ind, w

as getting 
aw

ay w
ith

 all th
e th

in
g

s eith
er d

en
ied

 B
ig

 firn
-

social acceptance—
 or those that obsessed him

—
hom

osexuality. 

I
 never understood w

hat all the fuss w
as about 

w
ith

 th
at h

o
o

d
 an

d
 th

o
se w

h
ip

s, etc. It w
as a 



ca
su

a
l tu

n
i.o

n
 ju

st re
a
d
in

g
 a

b
o
u
t th

e
m

 I -  tit 
sm

a
ll p

o
ta

to
e

s, m
y d

e
a

r, to
 w

h
a

t p
e

o
p

le
 w

h
o

 
im

a
g

in
a

tive
 se

x sh
o

u
ld

 h
a

ve
 o

n
 h

a
n

d
 th

e
se

 d
a

ys 

if, in
d

e
e

d
, th

a
t w

a
s th

e
 co

n
n

o
ta

tio
n

 G
a

rriso
n

 w
a

s 
tryin

g
 to

 g
e

t a
cro

ss. If e
ve

ryo
n

e
 w

h
o

 ke
e

p
s se

x-g
e

a
r 

is a
 p

o
te

n
tia

l P
re

sid
e
n
tia

l a
ssa

ssin
, so

m
e
o
n
e
 b

e
tte

r 
te

ll G
e

rry F
o

rd
 to

 w
a
tc

h
 o

u
r! 

C
o
m

e
 b

ro
w

se
 th

ro
u
g
h
 

m
y clo

se
t a

n
ytim

e
—

b
rin

g
 a frie

n
d

! 

S
p
e
a
kin

g
 o

f frie
n
d
s, so

m
e
 o

f S
h
a
w

's p
la

ye
d
 th

e
 

D
.A

.'s g
a
m

e
 b

y im
p
licitly d

e
n
yin

g
 S

h
a
w

 w
a
s kn

o
w

-
le

d
g

e
a

b
le

 in
 le

a
th

e
r/S

&
M

 se
x. T

h
e

ir lin
e

 w
a

s th
a

t 
a

ll th
is w

a
s p

a
rt o

f a
rt o

ld
 M

a
rd

i G
ra

s co
stu

m
e

 (a
n

d
 

it w
a

s tru
e

 th
a

t C
la

y a
tte

n
d

e
d

 M
a

rd
i G

ra
s in

 '6
5

 
d
re

sse
d
 a

s a
 m

o
n
k w

ith
 a

 w
h
ip

). B
u
t w

h
y b

o
th

e
r 

w
ith

 d
e
n
ia

ls
?
 I lik

e
 th

e
 S

&
M

 c
o
n
n
o
ta

tio
n
 b

e
tte

r 
b

e
ca

u
se

 it's p
ro

b
a

b
ly clo

se
st to

 th
e

 tru
th

 a
n

d
 it 

sh
o
w

s a
 h

a
a
lth

y a
ttitu

d
e
 o

f n
o
t b

e
in

g
 a

fra
id

 to
 

a
d
m

it a
 fa

c
t. T

h
e
 real issu

e
 w

a
s G

a
rriso

n
's 

sle
a

zy ta
ctics, n

o
t S

h
a

w
's a

ttire
 a case d

u
rin

g
 

in
tim

a
cy. T

o
m

 D
a
w

so
n
, a

 clo
se

 frie
n
d
 o

f C
la

y's 
w

ro
te

 m
e

 a
n

d
 sa

id
: "C

la
y p

la
ye

d
 a

t S
&

M
 (ju

st 
th

e
 icin

g
 o

n
 th

e
 ca

ke
, h

e
 o

n
ce

 sa
id

)...a
n

d
 G

a
rriso

n
 

th
o
u
g
h
t to

 m
a
ke

 h
a
y o

u
t o

f th
a
t o

n
e
. W

e
ll, h

e
 

d
id

, b
u

t it w
as fa

lsifie
d

. Y
o

u
 se

e
, C

la
y's h

o
u

se
 

h
a
d
 re

ce
n
tly b

e
e
n
 re

n
te

d
 o

u
t a

n
d
 h

e
 h

a
d
 sco

u
re

d
 

it o
f th

e
 fa

in
te

st co
m

p
ro

m
isin

g
 ite

m
. G

a
rriso

n
's 

lu
rid

 im
p
lica

tio
n
s w

e
re

 in
d
e
e
d
 in

sp
ire

d
 b

y n
o
 m

o
re

 
th

a
n

 C
la

y's tw
o

 M
a

rd
i G

ra
s co

stu
m

e
s...n

o
, th

re
e

. 
H

e
 o

w
n

e
d

 a
 S

h
in

to
 p

rie
s
ts

's
 o

u
tfit c

o
m

p
le

te
 w

ith
 

K
o

re
a

n
 h

o
rse

h
a

ir h
a

t, a
n

 e
xe

cu
tio

n
e

r's h
o

o
d

e
d

 
g

o
w

n
 re

p
le

te
 w

ith
 ro

p
e

 sa
sh

 a
n

d
 b

la
ck h

o
o

d
 a

n
d

 
a

n
 o

ld
 h

isto
ric p

la
n

ta
tio

n
 w

h
ip

 so
m

e
 n

ice
 la

d
y 

g
a
ve

 h
im

, a
n
d
 fin

a
lly a

 b
la

ck A
ra

b
ic co

stu
m

e
, 

g
o
ld

-e
m

b
ro

id
e
re

d
 a

n
d
 w

ith
 F

e
isa

l-typ
e
 h

e
a
d
d
re

ss, 
a

ll g
ive

n
 h

im
 b

y so
m

e
 d

ig
n

ita
ry in

 D
a

m
a

scu
s ye

a
rs 

b
a

c
k
." W

e
ll, I d

o
n

't w
a

n
t to

 tu
rn

 th
is

 in
to

 a
 fa

s
h

io
n

 
sh

o
w

, b
u

t yo
u

 g
e

t th
e

 p
o

in
t. 

•
•
•
•
 

P
riva

te
 live

s- 

It se
e

m
s to

 b
e

 e
sse

n
tia

lly p
a

rt o
f a

n
y p

ro
g

re
ssive

 
p

o
sitio

n
 th

a
t w

e
 co

n
sta

n
tly p

ro
b

e
 in

to
 p

e
o

p
le

s' p
ri-

va
le

 b
e

h
a

vio
r, a

n
d

 e
sp

e
cia

lly th
o

se
 w

h
o

 slid
e
 in

to
 

p
u

b
lic

 o
ffic

e
. 

C
u

rta
in

s o
f se

cre
cy a

lw
a

ys in
vite

 
sh

o
d

d
y d

e
a

lin
g

s a
n

d
 crim

in
a

lity o
f th

e
 g

re
a

te
st 

so
rt. 

F
u

ll e
xp

o
su

re
 is a

n
a

th
e

m
a

 to
 h

y
p

o
c

rite
s

. 
W

e
a

lth
, p

riv
ile

g
e

 a
n

d
 a

b
u

s
e

 o
f p

o
w

e
r a

ll re
q
u
ire

 
th

e
 se

cre
cy o

f "p
riva

cy" fo
r th

e
ir crim

e
s, 

L
a
c
k
 

o
f d

isclo
su

re
 in

vite
s d

o
u
b
le

 sta
n
d
a
rd

s o
ff w

h
ich

 
h
yp

o
crite

s p
ro

sp
e
r. 

W
h

y I b
rin

g
 a

ll th
is u

p
 n

o
w

 is th
a

t it se
e

m
s to

 
m

e
 th

a
t a

 ce
n
tra

l th
e
m

e
 In

 th
e
 g

a
y lib

e
ra

tio
n
 s

tru
g

- 

g
le

 is a
 m

o
ve

m
e
n
t to

w
a
rd

 p
e
rso

n
a
l in

te
g
rity a

n
d
 

d
isco

ve
ry o

f th
e
 fu

lln
ess o

f s
e

lf. W
e

're
 c

o
m

in
g

 to
 

fe
e

l th
a

t th
e

re
 re

a
lly a

re
 n

o
 se

cre
ts, n

o
r sh

o
u

ld
 b

e
, 

in
 th

e
 w

a
y w

e
 live

 o
u

r live
s. O

n
ly stra

ig
h

t m
e

n
 

re
q
u
ire

 th
e
 clo

a
k o

f se
cre

cy fo
r th

e
 sh

a
m

e
 o

f th
e
ir 

live
s: N

ixo
n
, H

e
lm

s, V
e
sco

, H
o
w

a
rd

 H
u
g
h
e
s, S

e
n
-

a
to

r K
e

n
n

e
d

y, in
fer alio

. G
a

y m
a

le
s m

o
ve

 in
 th

e
 

o
th

e
r d

ire
ctio

n
, to

w
a
rd

 to
ta

l a
cce

ssib
ility a

n
d
 . 

fu
ll d

iscu
ssio

n
 o

f' th
e
ir "p

e
rso

n
a
l live

s." 

T
h

is h
a

s b
e

e
n

 a
 ru

n
n

in
g

 th
e

m
e

 th
ro

u
g

h
 g

re
a

t 
g

a
y a

rt sin
ce

 W
h

itm
a

n
 a

t le
a

st w
h

o
 m

a
d

e
 p

o
e

try 
o
u
t o

f th
e
 'ta

b
o
o
' im

p
u
ls

e
s
 in

 h
is

 d
a
y
-to

-d
a
y
 life

. 
O

r ta
ke

 E
d
w

a
rd

 C
a
rp

e
n
te

r w
h
o
 m

e
sh

e
d
 h

is p
o
li-

tics, lo
ve

 o
f co

m
ra

d
e
s, so

cia
lism

 a
n
d
 e

sth
e
tics 

in
to

 a w
o
rkin

g
, u

n
ifie

d
 w

h
o
le

; h
e
 h

a
d
 n

o
th

in
g
 to

 
h

id
e

. G
a

y w
rite

rs o
f a

ll so
rts h

a
ve

 b
e

e
n

 a
t th

e
 

fo
re

fro
n
t in

 b
e
in

g
 ca

n
d
id

. T
h
e
 se

rie
s o

f in
te

r: 
vie

w
s in

 
G

ay S
u

n
sh

in
e is a

 p
e

rfe
ct e

xa
m

p
le

 o
f 

th
is

. O
r, a

s
 o

n
e

 frie
n

d
 o

f m
in

e
 p

u
t it w

ith
 a

 
w

e
a

ry sig
h

: "Y
o

u
 ju

st ca
n

't g
e

t N
e

d
d

ie
 R

o
re

m
 

to
 s

h
u

t u
p

!" 

It se
e
m

s o
n
ly fa

ir th
a
t if h

o
m

o
p
h
o
b
ic a

m
b
i-

tio
u

s m
e

n
 w

ish
e

d
 to

 d
iscre

d
it a

n
d

 co
n

d
e

m
n

 C
la

y 
S

h
a

w
 b

y stig
m

a
tizin

g
 h

im
 a

s h
o

m
o

se
xu

a
l a

n
d

 

T
h

e
 E

ve
n

t Itse
lf  

p
iu

b
in

g
 a

ro
u

n
d

 in
 h

is p
riva

te
 life

—
 re

a
l o

r w
h

a
t. 

e
ve

r th
e
y im

a
g
in

e
d
—

th
e
n
 its o

u
r ta

sk to
 b

a
la

n
ce

 
the issue and b

rin
g

rh
e

m
 u

n
d

e
r th

e
 sa

m
e

 kin
d

 o
f 

scru
tin

y a
n
d
 d

iscu
ssio

n
. In

 o
th

e
r w

o
rd

s, a
s 

p
e

o
p

le
 d

ish
, so

 sh
a

ll th
e

y b
e

 d
ish

e
d

! 

- M
A

R
K

 L
A

N
E

 

A
s K

irkw
o
o
d
 m

e
n

tio
n

e
d

 in
 A

.rty
ric

a
rn

 C
w

t.,. 

q
u

e
, p

a
rt o

f th
e

 in
fo

rm
a

l p
re

ss kit e
ve

ry re
p

o
rte

r 
r.tce

ive
d

 u
p

o
n

 a
rrivin

g
 in

 N
l's

o
r O

rle
a

n
s to

 co
ve

r th
e

 
tria

l w
as a

 p
ictu

re
 o

f a
 w

e
ll-kn

o
w

n
 A

ssa
s.sin

a
tio

n
o
l-

°g
ist. "In

 th
e
 p

h
o
to

g
ra

p
h
 h

e
 is n

u
d
e
, fa

ce
 g

rim
a
c-

in
g
, h

a
n
d
s b

e
h
in

d
 h

im
 (ru

m
o
re

d
 to

 b
e
 tie

d
 b

e
h
in

d
 

h
im

). sp
o

rtin
g

 a
 fu

ll e
re

ctio
n

. A
lso

 p
re

se
n

t in
 th

e
 

p
icu

tre
 is a

 w
o

m
a

n
's h

a
n

d
 h

o
ld

in
g

 a
 p

in
 o

r n
e

e
d

le
 

to
 h

is g
e

n
ita

ls." It's M
a

rk L
a

n
e

, o
f co

u
rse

. 

A
s fa

r a
s t kn

o
w

, th
is p

h
o
to

 h
a
s n

e
ve

r a
p
p
e
a
re

d
 

in
 p

rin
t b

e
fo

re
 a

s o
th

e
r jo

u
rn

a
ls w

o
u

ld
 n

o
 d

o
u

b
t 

d
e
c
lin

e
 o

n
 g

ro
u
n
d
s
 o

f it b
e
in

g
 "irre

le
v
a
n
t" o

r "in
 

b
a
d
 ta

ste
" (u

n
ko

w
n
 w

o
rd

s a
t 

F
ag

 R
ag

 e
d

ito
ria

l 
co

n
fe

re
n
ce

s). T
h
e
re

's a
 sto

ry b
e
h
in

d
 th

e
 p

h
o
to

: it 
w

a
s ta

ke
n

 b
a

ck w
h

e
n

 L
a

n
e

 w
a

s in
 th

e
 N

e
w

 Y
o

rk 
S

ta
te

 L
e

g
isla

tu
re

 a
n

d
 h

a
d

 e
m

b
a

rra
sse

d
 h

is p
a

rty 
le

a
d
e
rs o

n
 a

 vo
te

. A
 D

.A
.'s :ta

rch
 o

f so
m

e
 a

p
a
rt-

m
e
n
t tu

rn
e
d
 u

p
 th

is p
h
o
to

. It g
o
t p

a
sse

d
 fro

m
 

h
a

n
d

 to
 h

a
n

d
, a

n
d

 n
o

w
 it b

e
lo

n
g

s to
 th

e
 a

g
e

s. 
S

u
ch

 a
re

 th
e
 scre

e
n
-te

sts fo
r A

 S
ta

r. 
I b

rin
g
 u

p
 th

is sn
a
p
 o

f L
a
n
e
 

p
o

sin
g

 b
e

ca
u

se
 it se

e
m

s slig
h

tly d
isin

g
e

n
u

o
u

s o
f 

h
im

 to
 $

3
 ra

b
id

ly p
ro

d
 G

a
rriso

n
 o

n
 in

 h
is w

it•.h
. 

h
u
n
t—

e
sp

. w
h
e
n
 h

e
 sa

w
 w

h
a
t w

a
s h

a
p
p
e
n
in

g
 to

 
d

e
fa

m
e

 S
h

a
w

 p
e

rso
n

a
lly—

w
h

e
n

 th
is ve

ry p
h

o
to

 
w

a
s flo

a
tin

g
 a

ro
u
n
d
 fo

r a
ll N

e
w

 O
rle

a
n
s to

 se
e
 

a
s e

vid
e
n
ce

 th
a
t se

xu
a
l "kin

kin
e
ss" is n

o
t th

e
 

so
le

 d
o

m
a

in
 o

f gay  m
a
le

s! L
a
n
e
's n

o
 d

u
m

b
 

b
u

n
n

y; h
e

 sh
o

u
ld

 h
a

ve
 re

a
d

 G
a

rriso
n

's h
e

a
d

s 
rig

h
t o

ff a
n

d
 g

o
t th

e
 fu

ck o
u

t o
f th

e
re

 if h
e

 w
a

s 
a
n
y g

o
o
d
. S

u
re

ly, b
e
in

g
 a

 la
yw

e
r h

im
se

lf, a
n
d
 

O
sw

a
ld

's p
o
sth

u
m

o
u
s le

g
a
l re

p
, h

e
 m

u
st h

a
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 a
 n

o
rth

e
rn

 L
o
u
isia

n
a
 

sw
a
m

p
. F

e
rrie

 lo
ve

d
 g

u
n
s a

n
d
 th

e
 id

e
a
 o

f killin
g
 p

e
o
-

p
le

, a
 tra

it h
e
 sh

a
re

d
 w

ith
 th

e
 W

a
rre

n
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
's 
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L
o
y
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t
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M
I. 

"O
s.va

ld
." A

t o
n
e

 p
o
in

t F
e

rric w
a

s p
e

rso
n
a

lly co
n
-

stru
ctin

g
 a

 su
b
m

a
rin

e
 to

 to
rp

e
d
o
 H

a
va

n
a
 harbor. 

A
n

d
 o

n
. 

The story I like best com
es from

 R
usso him

self. 
R

usso played baseball regularly that sum
m

er w
ith 

a bunch of right-w
ing C

uban refugees. Ferric en-
couraged P

erry to drop by w
ith his team

m
ates after 

th
e g

am
e. F

errie o
n

ly w
an

ted
 to

 b
lo

w
 th

em
, o

f 
co

u
rse, an

d
 w

h
en

 it d
id

n
't w

o
rk o

u
t, th

ey'd
 leave 

an
d

 n
ever co

m
e b

ack. F
erric co

u
ld

n
't keep

 an
y b

o
y 

fo
r lo

n
g

. O
n

e letter fo
u

n
d

 in
 F

errie's effects after 
h

is d
eath

 read
: "D

ear A
l, I o

ffered
 yo

u
 lo

ve an
d

 
the best I could; all I got in return, In the end, w

as . 
a kick in

 th
e teeth

"—
 p

ro
b

ab
ly to

 A
l L

an
d

ry, an
 o

ld
 

b
o

yfrien
d

. (In
 fact, R

u
sso

's o
rig

in
al co

n
tact w

ith
 

F
errie h

ad
 b

een
 to

 alien
ate h

im
 fro

m
 L

an
d

ry.) 

A
nyw

ay, it w
as on one of these visits that R

usso 
claim

s h
e m

et a "L
eo

n
 O

sw
ald

" w
h

o
m

 F
erric 

Identified as his room
m

ate. H
old tight 'cause this 

is w
here the Q

uean N
etw

ork A
ction gets fast and 

heavy and sets your M
ort S

ahls salivating. R
usso, 

w
h

o
's realty n

o
t kn

o
w

n
 fo

r th
e accu

racy o
f h

is "m
em

-
ory," recalled "Leon O

sw
ald" as husky and bearded, 

n
o

t at all like th
e "L

ee" H
arvey O

sw
ald

 w
e all cam

e 
to

 kn
o

w
 th

at F
rid

ay aftern
o

o
n

, th
e o

n
e p

lu
cked

 fro
m

 
the pit of the Texas Theatre and destined for stardom

. 
M

ost accounts never place O
sw

ald and Ferric to-
gether after their slight acquaintanceship in the C

ivil 
A

ir P
atro

l in
 th

e 50s. T
h

is "L
eo

n
" w

h
o

 lived
 w

ith
 

Ferrie in that sum
m

er of 1963 w
as actually Jam

es 
Lew

allen, a bearded, scruffy num
ber, a stro

n
g

 stalk-
ing type that R

usso noticed. H
e w

as often referred 
to

 as "L
eo

n
" o

r "L
ee." In

terestin
g

ly, S
h

aw
 ad

m
itted

 
in

 co
u

rt to
 kn

o
w

in
g

 b
o

th
 L

ayten
 M

arten
s and Jim

 
Lew

allen, probably as old tricks, or old tricks of 
frie

n
d
s. 

Like a kiss-n-tell qucan, Ferrie drew
 R

usso aside 
and had to share w

ord of his conquest. Ferrie revealed 
h

o
w

 h
e h

ad
 w

h
ip

p
ed

 u
p

 a lo
ve p

o
tio

n
, fed

 it to
 "O

s-
w

ald"-Lew
allen w

ho then becam
e aroused and fucked 

h
im

. Ju
st w

o
n

d
erfu

l b
u

t su
ch

 w
o

rk, m
y d

ear, to
 g

et 
lucked in the ass in N

ew
 O

rleans! 
A

ccording to m
y sources, "O

sw
ild"-Lew

allen w
as a 

kin
d

 o
f "referred

 trick" w
ith

 F
errie actin

g
 as co

n
tact-

person/pim
p. "O

sw
ald"-Lew

allen w
as straight Trade 

w
ho w

as sleeping his w
ay through gay N

ew
 O

rleans 
society. This is w

here it's alleged C
lay S

haw
 fit In—

having used Ferrie's pim
p services for m

eeting M
artens 

and Lew
allen. B

ut this w
as never proved. 

4
 

W
here w

as o
u

r Lee H
arvey O

sw
ald all this tim

e
?
 H

e
 

w
as in N

e
w

 O
rle

a
n
s to

o
, p

u
tte

rin
g
 a

b
o
u
t, n

o
t w

o
rkin

g
 

m
u
ch

, u
p
 to

 so
m

e
th

in
g
. M

a
rin

a
's n

o
 h

e
lp

, e
ve

n
 th

o
u
g
h
 

sh
e
 w

a
s w

ith
 th

e
 h

u
sb

a
n
d
 in

 th
a
t city, b

re
e
d
in

g
. S

h
e
 

sp
o
ke

 virtu
a
lly n

o
 E

n
g
lish

 b
a
ck th

e
n
; th

e
ir w

h
o
le

 
m

a
rria

g
e
 w

a
s a

 q
u
e
e
r a

ffa
ir if yo

u
 a

sk m
e
, o

b
vio

u
sly 

th
e
 slip

sh
o
d
 w

o
rk o

f so
m

e
 in

te
llig

e
n
ce

 a
g
e
n
t h

e
re

 o
r 

a
b
ro

a
d
. 

I have little
 d

o
u
b
lt, h

o
w

e
ve

r, th
a
t th

is O
sw

a
ld

 
w

a
s a

lso
 a

 p
ie

ce
 o

f T
ra

d
e
. T

h
a
t su

m
m

e
r h

e
 w

a
s ra

re
ly 

h
o
m

e
, e

ve
n
 th

o
u
g
h
 h

e
 h

a
d
n
't a

 jo
b
 m

o
st o

f th
e
 tim

e
. 

M
a
rin

a
 n

e
ve

r q
u
e
stio

n
zd

 h
im

 a
b
o
u
t h

is a
ctivitie

s. S
h
e
 

o
n
ce

 a
ske

d
 so

m
e
th

in
g
 o

f h
im

 a
n
d
 h

e
 b

e
a
t h

e
r u

p
. D

id
 

th
is O

sw
a
ld

 kn
o
w

 F
e
rrie

?
 B

o
th

 M
a
rin

a
 a

n
d
 L

H
O

's 
la

n
d
la

d
y in

 N
e
w

 O
rle

a
n
s h

a
ve

 te
stifie

d
 th

a
t th

e
y n

e
ve

r 
kn

e
w

 L
H

O
 to

 w
e
a
r a

 h
e
a
rd

. In
 fa

ct, h
e
 se

e
m

s m
o
re

 th
e
 

typ
e

 to
 b

e
 p

a
th

o
lo

g
ica

lly cle
a

n
 cu

t. L
o

o
k a

t th
e

 p
h

o
to

s 
o
f h

im
 w

h
e
n
 h

e
 w

a
s a

rre
ste

d
; h

is h
a
ir is n

e
a
t, cle

a
n
 

c
lo

th
e
s
, a

ll c
h
a
ra

c
h
ris

tic
 o

f o
n
e
 w

ith
 a

 m
ilita

ry
 

o
u
tlo

o
k
 o

n
 life

. 
(A

 su
b
se

q
u
e
n
t ro

o
m

m
a
te

 o
f M

r. D
a
vid

 F
e
rrie

's 
w

a
s R

a
y B

ro
sh

e
a
rs—

n
o
w

 th
e
 R

e
v.--cu

rre
n
tly w

o
rkin

g
 

th
e
 S

a
n
 F

ra
n
cisco

 sce
n
e
 a

n
d
 e

d
ito

r o
f M

e G
ay C

rusader ., 
a cu

rio
u
s g

a
y p

a
p
e
r o

f in
d
e
te

rm
in

a
te

 th
o
u
g
h
 C

a
lifo

rn
ia

-
slo

p
p
y-&

-q
u
a
si-rig

h
tw

in
g
 p

o
litics. H

e
's a

lso
 th

e
 fa

m
o
u
s 

R
a
y B

ro
sh

e
a
rs o

f th
e
 m

u
ch

-to
u
te

d
 "L

a
ve

n
d
e
r P

a
n
th

e
rs," 

a
 m

a
n

 w
ith

 m
u

ch
 to

 te
ll a

n
d

 te
ll a

n
d

 te
ll. R

e
v. B

ro
sh

e
a

rs 
h
a
s a

t tim
e
s sp

o
ke

n
 o

f h
is life

 w
ith

 F
e
rric, a

n
d
 it's o

u
r 

h
o
p
e
 th

a
t h

e
 w

ill ta
ke

 fu
tu

re
 o

cca
sio

n
s to

 a
cq

u
a
in

t u
s 

a
ll w

ith
 w

h
a
te

ve
r th

e
re

 is to
 kn

o
w

. O
n
e
 co

a
sta

l co
rre

s-
p
o
n
d
e
n
t o

f m
in

e
 w

ro
te

 o
f B

ro
sh

e
a
rs: "W

e
 h

a
ve

 h
e
a
rd

 
a
ll so

rts o
f ru

m
o
rs th

a
t th

e
 're

ve
re

n
d
' w

a
s in

 th
e
 th

ick 
o
f th

in
g
s d

o
w

n
 th

e
re

; h
e
 re

m
a
in

s a
 tro

u
b
le

m
a
ke

r h
e
re

.") 

D
a
vid

 F
e
rrie

 d
ro

p
p
e
d
 d

e
a
d
 ju

st a
 fe

w
 d

a
ys a

fte
r th

e
 

G
a
rriso

n
 in

ve
stig

a
tio

n
 sto

ry b
ro

ke
. H

is a
u
to

p
sy sa

id
 

d
e

a
th

 d
u

e
 to

 ce
re

b
ra

l h
e

m
o

rrh
a

g
e

; it co
u

ld
 h

a
ve

 b
e

e
n

 
m

u
rd

e
r o

r suicide as w
ell as natural death. Ferrie d

id
 

le
a

ve
 a

 fa
re

w
e

ll n
o

te
. H

e
 h

a
d

 o
fte

n
 b

ra
g

g
e

d
 th

a
t 

h
e
 h

a
d
 in

 h
is possession a chem

ical that w
as fatal 

but left no signs of forced death and that the autopsy 
w

ould re
ve

a
l n

o
th

in
g
 m

o
re

 th
a
n
 a

 "b
lo

o
d
 clo

t." 

G
arriso

n
 h

ad
 alread

y talked
 w

ith
 F

errie exten
sively; 

I'd gam
ble Ferrie sm

elled a set-up--esp. since he knew
 

how
 such things w

ork. G
arrison had him

 under surveil-
lan

ce. A
s it tu

rn
ed

 o
u

t, F
erric w

as w
o

rth
 far m

o
re to

 
B

lg
 Jim

 d
ead

 th
an

 alive. H
ad

 F
erric lived

, S
h

aw
 w

o
u

ld
 

likely have never been brought into this m
ess, except 

p
e

rh
a

p
s to

 fin
d

 o
u

t h
o

w
 b

o
th

 F
errie an

d
 S

h
aw

 kn
ew

 
so

 m
u

ch
 o

f th
e sam

e T
rad

e—
 T

h
e Q

u
ean

 N
etw

o
rk A

n
g

ie 
again. 

The night of the assassination, w
ith O

sw
ald already 

apprehended, Ferrie d
ro

ve
 w

ith
 tw

o
 b

o
ys to

 a skating 
rink in Texas through a rainstorm

. H
e m

ade his pres-
ence know

n and spent m
ost of the tim

e by a pay 
phone. W

hat all this signifies rem
ains to be revealed; 

yet o
ff th

e cu
ff l'd

 say it read
s like so

m
e trash

y p
o

p
 

th
riller o

u
t o

f th
e m

u
rd

ero
u

s p
en

 o
f th

at aw
ard

-w
in

-
n

in
g

 literary jailb
ird

, E
. H

o
w

a
rd

 H
u
n
t, a

n
o
th

e
r vulgar 

breeder. 

P
E

R
R

Y
 R

A
Y

M
O

N
D

 R
U

S
S

O
 

P
.R

. R
usso stepped forw

ard im
m

ediately after F
e
r-

rie
's d

e
a
th

 to
 ca

sh
 in

 h
is ch

ip
s h

e
ld

 in
 re

se
rve

 to
 th

o
se

 
p
a
st fo

u
r ye

a
rs, W

ith
 th

e
 h

e
lp

 o
f th

e
 f.r.A

.'s so
d
iu

m
 

p
e

n
to

th
a

l, h
yp

n
o

sis, a
n

d
 so

m
e

 stro
n

g
-a

rm
in

g
 b

y G
ar-

rison, R
usso suddenly "rem

em
bered" that som

ebody 
like C

lay S
haw

. though under a different nam
e, w

as 
talked

 ab
o

u
t. T

h
e fello

w
 h

e h
ad

 m
et h

ad
 b

een
 in

tro
-

d
u

ced
 to

 h
im

 as "C
lem

 B
ertran

d
." 

P
e

rry R
u

sso
 till th

e
 tim

e
 o

f th
e

 tria
l h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 a
 

sa
le

sm
a
n
; h

e
 p

u
sh

e
d
 in

su
ra

n
ce

 a
n
d
 The G

reat B
ooks 

of the W
estern W

orld se
rie

s, b
u
t m

o
stly P

e
rry so

ld
 

h
im

se
lf. H

e
 w

a
s im

p
re

ssio
n
a
b
le

. H
e
 w

a
s e

a
sily h

yp
-

n
o
tize

d
. H

e
 co

n
fe

sse
d
 to

 h
a
vin

g
 d

ifficu
lty se

p
a
ra

tin
g
 

w
h
a
t w

a
s re

a
l fro

m
 w

h
a
t w

a
sn

't. F
e
rric g

o
t h

im
 in

-
vo

lve
d

 in
 p

o
rn

o
g

ra
p

h
ic film

 sa
le

s. (P
e

rry m
ig

h
t h

a
ve

 
a
p
p
e
a
re

d
 in

 so
m

e
 o

f th
e
se

 film
s.) H

e
 m

a
y a

lso
 h

a
ve

 
h

e
lp

e
d

 F
e

rrie
 in

 so
m

e
 o

f h
is d

ru
g

 d
e

a
lin

g
s (th

o
u

g
h

 I 
sh

o
u

ld
 w

a
tch

 m
yse

lf h
e

re
: like

 m
o

st p
e

o
p

le
 in

vo
lve

d
 

in
 se

e
d
ie

r tra
n
sa

ctio
n
s—

W
m

. F
. B

u
ckle

y, sa
y—

R
u
sso

's 
to

u
ch

y a
b
o
u
t b

e
in

g
 m

isla
b
e
lle

d
. H

e
 su

e
d
 Tim

e M
a
g
-

a
zin

e
 fo

r m
ista

kin
g
 h

im
 fo

r th
e ju

n
kie V

ern
o

n
 B

u
n
d
y
, 

a
n

d
 th

e
re

b
y d

e
fa

m
in

g
 h

is fin
e

 ch
a

ra
cte

r. T
h

is g
u

m
s 

d
o
n
't w

a
n
t n

o
 u

n
e
a
rn

e
d
 cu

m
 sta

in
s o

n
 h

e
r b

a
ll g

o
w

n
!) 

0
! T

h
e
se

 yo
u
n
g
 th

in
g
s th

a
t w

a
n
t to

 b
e
 sta

rs! T
h
e
y 

a
re

 fo
o
t-lo

o
se

, n
o
 p

o
litics, a

n
 in

klin
g
 o

f w
h
a
t it ta

ke
s 

to
 G

e
t A

h
e

a
d

 in
 A

m
e

rica
, w

illin
g

 to
 u

se
 a

 sm
ile

, th
e

ir 
b

o
d

ie
s, a

 p
h

o
n

e
y sto

ry to
 g

e
t th

e
ir n

a
m

e
s in

 th
e

 n
e

w
s 

a
n
d
 m

a
ke

 th
e
 B

ig
 T

im
e
. T

h
e
se

 typ
e
s co

m
e
 b

y th
e
 

ya
rd

 a
ll a

ro
u

n
d

 th
e

 U
S

A
: P

e
rry R

u
sso

's a
 cla

ssic cu
t 

fro
m

 th
e
 c

lo
th

. 
W

h
e

n
 K

irkw
o

o
d

 w
e

n
t to

 in
te

rvie
w

 R
u

sso
 a

fte
r th

e
 



tria
l—

e
ve

n
 th

o
u
g
h
 R

u
sso

 h
a
d
 b

e
e
n
 w

a
rn

e
d
 n

o
t to

 ta
lk 

to
 h

im
—

h
e
re

's w
h
a
t h

a
p
p
e
n
e
d
: 

K
irk

w
o
o
d
: "S

o
, w

e
 w

e
re

 h
ittin

g
 it o

ff. H
e
's

 re
a
lly

 

in
 e

ffe
ct te

llin
g
 m

e
, ye

s, h
e
 co

u
ld

 e
a
sily b

e
 m

ista
ke

n
 

a
b

o
u

t e
ve

r m
e

e
tin

g
 C

la
y S

h
a

w
. It w

a
s ve

ry w
a

rm
 a

n
d

 

h
e

 s
a

id
, 'D

o
 y

o
u

 m
in

d
 if I ta

k
e

 o
ff m

y
 s

h
irt?

' I s
a

id
 

n
o
. H

e
 w

a
s d

rin
kin

g
 b

e
e
r a

n
d
 I w

a
s-1

 d
o
n
't like

 b
e
e
rs-

so
 I w

a
s d

rin
kin

g
 w

in
e
 o

r so
m

e
th

in
g
. H

e
 w

a
s sittin

g
 

a
cro

ss fro
m

 m
e

 d
u

rin
g

 d
u

rin
g

 th
e

 in
te

rvie
w

. I n
o

tice
d

 

th
a

t fin
a

lly
 h

e
 p

u
t h

is
 h

a
n

d
 d

o
w

n
 lik

e
 th

is
 [in

to
 h

is
 

tro
u
s
e
rs

 a
n
d
 ru

b
b
in

g
 h

is
 g

ro
in

]. I d
id

 n
o
t p

u
t th

is
 In

 

th
e
 b

o
o
k. H

e
 w

a
s tryin

g
 to

 d
o
 it a

s su
b
tly a

s h
e
 co

u
ld

, 

b
u

t h
e

 w
a

s
 d

o
in

g
 th

a
t [ru

b
b

in
g

' a
 lo

t. I ju
s
t p

re
te

n
d

e
d

 

th
a
t I co

u
ld

n
't e

ve
n
 se

e
 h

in
r...I w

o
u
ld

n
't b

e
 su

rp
rise

d
 

if h
e
 w

a
sn

't tryin
g
 to

 a
cco

m
p
lish

 so
m

e
 kin

d
 o

f e
n
-

tra
p
m

e
n
t." P

o
o
r K

irk
w

o
o
d
! It ju

s
t m

ig
h
t h

a
v
e
 b

e
e
n
 

a
n
 e

n
tra

p
m

e
n
t, th

o
u
g
h
 L

o
u
isia

n
a
 h

a
sn

't a
n
y la

w
s fo

r-

b
id

d
in

g
 h

o
m

o
se

xu
a
l in

te
rco

u
rse

 in
 p

riva
te

p
e
r se. B

u
t 

G
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e

 sp
o

tlig
h

t 

a
n

d
 h

e
 co

u
ld

n
't ste

p
 o

u
t o

f it. H
e

 co
u

ld
 n

o
t g

e
t o

ff-

sta
g
e
." G

a
rriso

n
 a

lso
 e

n
te

rta
in

e
d
 visio

n
s o

f th
e
 G

o
v-

e
rn

o
r's m

a
n

se
 a

n
d

/o
r th

e
 U

.S
. S

e
n

a
te

 C
h

a
m

b
e

rs in
 h

is 

-h
e

a
d

. H
e

 w
a

s re
e

le
cte

d
 a

s D
.A

. in
 N

o
v. '6

9
. -e

ve
n
 a

fte
r 

th
e
 e

m
b
a
ra

ssrn
e
n
t o

f th
e
 S

h
a
w

 tria
l, w

h
ich

, o
d
d
ly, in

-

cre
a
se

d
 h

is p
o
p
u
la

rity w
ith

 th
e
 vo

te
rs. H

e
 d

id
 fin

a
lly 

lo
se

 in
 th

e
 '7

3
 e

le
ctio

n
 a

fte
r a

n
o

th
e

r se
rie

s o
f sca

n
d

a
ls. 

C
u
rre

n
tly, G

a
rriso

n
 h

a
s a p

riva
te

 la
w

 p
ra

ctice
 in

 N
e
w

 

O
rle

a
n

s w
h

e
re

 h
e

 h
a

n
d

le
s th

e
 b

u
sin

e
ss o

f frie
n

d
s a

n
d

 

m
a
p
s h

is co
m

e
-b

a
ck. 

1 



ios• 

P
u

ttin
g

 all o
f th

is asid
e, w

e're left w
ith

 th
e m

em
o

-
ry o

f C
lay S

h
aw

, a fin
e m

an
. 

H
e w

as b
o

rn
 a co

u
n

try b
o

y. A
t ag

e 16 h
e co

-au
• 

thored a one-act play, S
ubm

erged, w
hich has becom

e 
one of the m

ost-perform
ed and m

ost prize-w
inning 

p
lays am

o
n

g
 co

m
m

u
n

ity th
eatre g

ro
u

p
s. (In

 B
o

sto
n

, 
S

ubm
erged is available at B

aker's P
lays.) H

e also state 
a fu

ll-len
g

th
 p

lay, In
 M

em
o

riam
, w

h
ich

 ap
p

eared
 in

- 
- N

ew
 O

rlean
s in

 1948. H
e w

as a tran
slato

r o
f th

e S
p

an
-

ish playw
right A

lejandro C
asorta. H

e served and w
as 

d
eco

rated
 in

 W
W

 II in
 w

h
ich

 h
e su

ffered
 a b

ack in
- 

. ju
ry. S

u
b

seq
u

en
tly w

h
en

 th
is in

ju
ry b

o
th

ered
 h

im
, it 

caused him
 to lim

p w
hen he w

alked. G
arrison w

as sure 
to

 p
ick u

p
 o

n
 th

is sm
all d

etail an
d

 in
clu

d
e it in

 V
ern

o
n

 
B

undy's fabricated testim
ony. 

For aw
hile S

haw
 w

as involved in a theatrical 
.booking agency w

hich handled tours for concert 	
• 

groups and the like. A
fter the w

ar he began his assoc-
iatio

n
 w

ith
 th

e T
rad

e M
art. A

s M
an

ag
in

g
 D

irecto
r o

f 
that establishm

ent, S
haw

 culm
inated his career there 

w
ith

 th
e o

p
en

in
g

 o
f th

e T
.M

.'s n
ew

 b
u

ild
in

g
 in

 1965, 
the year he retired. 

= 

	

	
S

h
aw

 w
as, in

 ad
d

itio
n

, a lead
er in

 th
e m

o
vem

en
t to

 
buy and restore old hom

es in that city's fam
ous 

French Q
uarter, transform

ing it once again into a fash- 
,7‘io

n
ab

le d
istrict. H

e h
ad

 retired
 fro

m
 th

e T
rad

e M
art 

relatively early to pursue these pleasures: architectural 
resto

ratio
n

, travellin
g

 an
d

 w
ritin

g
. B

u
t Jim

 G
arriso

n
's 

• am
bitions m

ined all that. S
haw

's savings and property 
w

ere w
iped out by his legal expenses.: Tom

 D
aw

son 
w

rites: "B
y the w

ay, C
lay's law

yers never accepted a 
red

 cen
t. d

esp
ite m

arath
o

n
 w

o
rk fo

r h
im

. B
u

t w
h

en
 

it w
as o

ver. C
lay (th

en
 b

ro
ke b

y th
e co

st o
f p

rivate 
investigators and such) sold his house to give them

 
som

ething. H
e insisted." 

I.': 	
D

uring the trial S
haw

 continued to 'reside alone at 
his hom

e at 1313 D
au

p
h

in
e S

t. in
 th

e F
ren

ch
 Q

u
arter, 

even thO
ugh m

any of his friends feared.for his safety 
an

d
 p

ro
d

d
ed

 h
im

 to
 g

et so
m

e kin
d

 o
f secu

rity. (R
ig

h
t 

after his arrest, S
haw

 spent several days at the hom
e of 

- his friend M
arilyn Tate w

hen it w
as thought he risked 

physical assault and/or m
urder attem

pts if he stayed 
at hom

e.) Though there w
ere threats m

ade against him
 

during his ordeal, S
haw

 w
as pleased w

ith the w
ide sup-

port he received from
 people all across the country, 

m
ostly in the w

ay of let ters and sm
all contributions. 

V
arious law

suits kept hint tied up until his death. 
H

e bought som
e buildings, in effect going back to w

ork 
to

 m
ake som

e m
oney. H

e did som
e public speaking. 

A
t one college engagem

ent S
haw

 told the students: 
doesn't m

atter w
hat happens to m

e: terrible things 
h

ap
p

en
 to

 everyb
o

d
y. B

u
t w

h
at I'm

 talkin
g

 ab
o

u
t 

tonight Zooid happen to anybody w
ithin the sound of 

lny vo
ld

e. Y
o

u
 th

in
k it's in

ip
o

siib
le. I assu

re yo
u

 it's 
n

o
t.-

  
- • I w

rite about C
lay S

haw
 here because I think his 

strange ordeal w
as not just that of an individual at a 

tim
e in a place caught in the specific confluence of 

events and am
bitions. H

is w
as not a set of unreplica-

ble events. W
hat happened to S

haw
 provides us w

ith 
one m

ore clear-cut exam
ple of how

 P
ow

er really w
orks 

in A
m

erica and w
ho prospers by it and w

ho's de-
stroyed. The P

ersonality Type w
hich succeeds m

ost is 
one held together by a w

eb of racism
, sexism

 &
 hom

o-
phobia. (The judge w

as not only obsessed w
ith S

haw
's 

hom
osexuality, he w

as also convinced S
haw

 w
as a 

"M
ongroloid-N

egro," and he found supportive "evi-
dence" for this in that several black m

en in the vast 
jury pool w

ere also nam
ed S

haw
.) 

It's no new
s to suggest that the A

uthoritarian P
er-

sonality requires the repression of hom
osexual eroti-

cism
; the distortions w

hich result from
 this repression 

ripple out into extensive public repurcussions. O
ne 

of the few
 proposals of Freud's that w

ins m
e w

ithout 
debate, as I've m

entioned above, is his idea that re-
pressed hom

osexuality is connected w
ith paranoia and 

conspiratorial thinking. E
nter J. E

dgar H
oover and 

Joe M
cC

arthy in
ter alia. 

Jim
 G

arriso
n

, to
o

. I h
ate to

 
distract the K

ennedy A
ssassination Theorists from

 
th

eir fin
e w

o
rk, b

u
t I can

't h
elp

 b
u

t w
o

n
d

er h
o

w
 m

u
ch

 
of the energy that goes into their conspiratorial scena-
rios is actually rooted in their hom

ophobic paranoic 
p

o
stu

rin
g

. T
h

e q
u

eer-b
aitin

g
 o

f a p
u

b
lic fig

u
re like 

M
o

rt S
ah

l, fo
r exam

p
le, is equally im

portant to m
e 

in the here and now
 as is breaking open assassination 

cover-ups. The snaring of S
haw

 as a victim
 is all that 

m
ore alarm

ing because he's A
) view

ed as "vulnerable" 
because he w

as gay, and B
) he w

as productive and in-
tegrated in his life and not a w

eird neurotic like Fer-
fie and hence an even m

o
re "attractive" ch

o
ice to

 
targ

et fo
r d

estru
ctio

n
. O

n
e th

in
g

 I've fo
u

n
d

 in
 m

y 
ow

n life is that am
bitious people (alm

ost alw
ays m

en-
people) possess an irrational dislike of hom

osexual m
en 

of com
parable social standing w

ho seem
 in their eyes 

to
 b

e g
ettin

g
 aw

ay w
ith

 it," w
h

ile they rem
ain re-

pressed as part of their effort to succeed. S
om

eone 
like S

haw
 w

as obviously threatening to G
arrison on 

m
any levels. It's easier for a m

an like G
arrison to un-

derstand double-standards, sleazy backroom
 sex-scan-

dals (as his ow
n sensational m

olestation, or Judge H
ag-

gerty's bust at a stag party) than it is fur him
 to deal 

w
ith

 th
e in

teg
rity o

f C
lay S

h
aw

 w
h

o
 h

ad
 n

o
 n

eed
 fu

r 
a cover-up in his life. 

H
ence. to serve his needs. G

ar-
rison and his backers had to create a need fur S

haw
 to 

have a cover-up of som
ething: h

e
n

c
e
, th

e
 Q

u
m

 N
e
t- 

w
ork angle, queers know

 queers, and you nam
e it. The 

job for the D
.A

., Lane, B
russel, etc., w

as to som
e w

ay 
successfully stigm

atize S
haw

. 
"If h

e h
ad

 ever m
et F

erric, h
e w

o
u

ld
 h

ave ad
m

itted
 

it," G
ail B

au
m

g
artn

er said
. "H

e o
n

ce to
ld

 m
e o

ver 
dinner that he w

ished he h
ad

 m
et th

e m
an

. H
e said

 h
e 

probably w
ould have found him

 fascinating.—  



nanknoul 
A

s part of the "stigm
atizing" cam

paign. M
ae B

rus-
sel led the pack in defam

ing S
haw

 as an obvious con-
spirator because he had been a C

.I.A
. agent. For m

any 
p

eo
p

le th
is w

as th
e m

u
d

 th
at w

as th
ro

w
n

 w
h

ich
 stu

ck. 
(Jim

 H
erlihy's com

m
ent w

as: "M
ae B

russel's basis for 
believing C

lay S
haw

 to be a 'proven agent' is also m
y 

basis for dism
issing her as incom

petent.") 
M

s. B
russel w

as in B
oston for The A

ssassination In-
form

ation B
ureau convention in late January and I  

tw
ice asked

 h
er h

er so
u

rce fo
r th

is "S
h

aw
-C

.I.A
." 

sto
ry. B

o
th

 tu
n
es sh

e m
erely

 referred
 m

e to
 a refer-

en
ce to

 S
h
aw

 m
ad

e in
 M

ark
s an

d
 M

ach
etti's b

o
o
k
, T

he • 
C

I.A
. a

n
d
 th

e
 C

u
lt o

f Ifite
llig

e
n
ce

. w
h
ich

 tu
rn

s o
u
t 

n
o
t to

 rev
eal m

u
ch

. C
o
n
seq

u
en

tly
. it w

as w
ith

 m
u
ch

 . 
in

terest an
d
 so

n
ic relief th

at I cam
e acro

ss m
o
re in

fo
r-

m
atio

n
 o

n
 th

is sto
ry

 in
 a co

lu
m

n
 b

y
 E

d
 S

an
d
ers in

 an
 

A
p
ril issu

e o
f W

in M
agazine. 

S
an

d
ers is a sen

sib
le w

rit-
e
r w

h
o
's g

o
t th

e
 ta

le
n
t a

n
d
 c

u
rio

sity
 to

 g
e
t a

t th
e
 

tru
th

 b
eh

in
d
 sto

ries an
d
 b

last o
ff th

e b
u
llsh

it. 
In

 h
is 

co
lu

m
n

 "D
o
m

estic In
tellig

en
ce." S

an
d
ers w

rites th
at 

h
e cau

g
h
t u

p
 w

ith
 M

arch
etti at a Y

ak
 C

o
n
feren

ce o
n
 

th
e C

.I.A
. an

d
 th

e assassin
atio

n
s. H

e ask
ed

 h
im

 ab
o
u
t 

th
e S

h
aw

 
C

111111tX
j011. 

M
arch

etti said
: 	

w
as D

eputy 
D

irecto
r's assistan

t...) ask
ed

 so
m

eb
o
d
y
. I b

eliev
e it 

w
as th

e D
irecto

r's (H
elm

's) assistan
t...I said

, 'W
h

at's 
th

is co
n
cern

 ab
o
u
t th

e trial d
o
w

n
 in

 N
ew

 O
ilcan

s':" 
A

n
d
 lie said

. 'O
h
. a lo

n
g
 tim

e ag
o
 C

lay
 S

h
aw

 h
ad

 b
een

 
in

 co
n
tact w

ith
 th

e A
g
en

ey
. Y

o
u
 k

n
o
w

, lie w
as in

 th
e 

ex
p
o
rt-im

p
o
rt b

u
sin

ess. H
e k

n
ew

 p
eo

p
le co

m
in

g
 an

d
 

g
o
in

g
 fro

m
 areas in

 w
h
ich

 w
e w

ere in
terested

. S
o
 h

e 
w

o
u
ld

 p
u
t th

e D
o
m

estic C
o
n
tact S

erv
ices in

 to
u
ch

 
w

ith
 p

eo
p
le so

 th
ey

 co
u
ld

 b
e d

eb
riefed

. N
o
w

 th
at w

as 
a very o

v
ert-ty

p
e A

g
en

cy
 a

ctivity. T
h
e
se

 g
u
ys com

e 
in

 an
d

 id
en

tify th
em

selv
es. 

It's one o
f th

e in
u
re leg

it-
im

a
te

 a
c
tiv

itie
s o

f th
e
 C

IA
.' T

h
e
n
 h

e
 sa

id
 th

a
t th

e
 

c
o
n
ta

c
t [w

ith
 S

h
a
w

l h
a
d
 b

e
e
n
 b

ro
k
e
n
 o

ff to
n
g
 a

g
o
, 

b
u
t th

e
y
 ju

st d
o
n
't w

a
n
t it to

 c
o
m

e
 u

p
 a

t th
is p

o
in

t in
 

tim
e b

ecau
se a g

u
y
 lik

e G
arriso

n
 w

o
u
ld

 d
isto

rt it. th
e 

p
u
b
lic w

o
u
ld

 m
isu

n
d
erstan

d
 it." W

h
ich

 is ex
actly

 
w

h
at M

ae B
ru

ssel d
id

. 
If sh

e's w
illin

g
 to

 h
an

g
 a P

res-
id

en
tial A

ssassin
atio

n
 o

n
 a v

ag
u
ri scrap

 o
f "C

o
m

p
licity

" 
lik

e th
at, sh

e sh
o
u
ld

n
't b

e w
o
rk

in
g
 th

is v
ein

. L
ack

in
g
 

sp
ecific in

fo
rm

atio
n
, so

m
e p

eo
p
le w

ill co
n
jectu

re just 
a
b
o
u
t a

n
y
th

in
g
. 

.
.
.
 

T
o
o
, I w

rite ab
o

u
t C

lay S
h
aw

 b
ecau

se ev
en

 as th
is 

sto
ry

 first b
ro

k
e eight years ago an

d
 p

ictu
res an

d
 n

ew
s 

ab
o
u
t S

h
aw

 h
it th

e stan
d
s, I im

m
ed

iately
 felt h

im
 to

 
b
e sim

p
a
tico

. 
I sen

sed
 rig

h
t o

ff th
at lie w

as b
ein

g
 

m
o
n
stro

u
sly

 w
ro

n
g
ed

. I h
ad

 an
 attractio

n
 to

 S
h
aw

 as 
w

ell: 6
'4

", b
arrel-ch

ested
, b

lu
e ey

es, d
ark

 co
m

p
lex

io
n
. 

silv
er-w

h
ite h

air, sen
sitiv

e y
et to

u
g
h
. 

I th
in

k I w
as 

w
o
n
 o

v
er b

y
 a p

h
o
to

 in
 T

u
n

e. 
It's stran

g
e b

u
t th

ere's 
a q

u
ality o

f co
m

rad
esh

ip
 w

h
ich

 reach
es o

u
t acro

ss 
sp

ace an
d
 co

n
n
ects p

eo
p
le w

h
o
'v

e n
ev

er m
et. lu

st 
seein

g
 p

ictu
res o

f S
h
aw

 an
d
 w

atch
in

g
 h

is n
ig

h
tm

are u
n
-

fo
ld

 in
 th

o
se y

ears sp
ark

ed
 in

 m
e a rare m

ix
tu

re o
f 

co
m

p
assio

n
 an

d
 d

esire th
at n

o
t o

ften
 rin

d
s ex

p
ressio

n
. 

A
p
p
aren

tly
 I w

as n
o
t alo

n
e in

 th
is resp

o
n
se. T

o
m

 
D

aw
so

n
 to

ld
 m

e th
at m

an
y
 y

o
u
n
g
 m

en
 w

ere attracted
 

to
 S

h
aw

. "C
lay

 o
n
ce to

ld
 m

e th
at h

e so
m

etim
es g

o
t  

tired
 o

f p
lay

in
g
 th

e M
o
ses ro

le," w
h
ich

 is. I su
p
p
o
se, 

h
o
w

 I am
o
n
g
 o

th
ers saw

 h
im

 an
d
 a ro

le fu
r w

h
ich

 h
e 

w
as k

een
ly

 su
ited

. 
A

n
d
 so

, esp
ecially

 after read
in

g
 K

irk
w

o
o
d
's b

o
o
k
, 

I k
n
ew

: h
ere's a m

an
 I m

u
st m

eet so
m

ed
ay

, S
haw

 w
as 

in
 h

is late 5
0
's th

en
; I fig

u
red

 th
ere w

as p
len

ty
 o

f tim
e 

to
 allo

w
 fo

r ev
en

tu
al co

m
m

u
n
icatio

n
. W

h
en

 I cam
e 

acro
ss h

is o
b
itu

ary
 last A

u
g
u
st, I w

as p
ain

ed
. I h

ad
 

w
aited to

o
 lo

n
g
 to

 co
n
tact th

is m
an

. I h
ad

 m
issed

 a 
chance to befriend him

. This hurt cam
e back again as 

I sp
o

ke w
ith

 G
ail B

au
m

g
arn

ter: "T
o

w
ard

 th
e en

d
 

C
lay w

o
u

ld
 say,'T

h
ere aren

't m
an

y p
eo

p
le clo

se to
 M

e. . 
...T

h
is isn

't an
y
 w

ay
 to

 end a life
.' " 

S
h
aw

 h
ad

 d
evelo

p
ed

 can
cer o

f th
e lu

n
g

 (h
e w

as a - 
h

eavy sm
o

ker). H
e w

as treated
 fo

r it, b
u

t even
 so

 th
e 

m
alignancy spread to his brain and then all parts of his 

b
o

d
y. H

e w
as 61 years o

ld
 w

h
en

 h
e d

ied
. It's a d

u
m

b
 

and m
audlin and obvious thing to say, but the urgen-

cy of m
aking contact Is never m

ore a
p
p
a
re

n
t th

a
n
 

w
h
en

 W
s too late. W

e m
ust never assum

e there'll be 
tim

e later to
 g

et in
 to

u
ch

 w
ith

 p
eo

p
le w

e m
u

st kn
o

w
 

and support, for there're people and groups and or-
ganizations out there w

ith plans to disrupt our liver. -_ 
T

h
is fo

ss o
f n

ev
er m

eetin
g
 C

lay
 S

h
aw

 p
erso

n
ally an

d
 

offering him
 m

y friendship and support is perhaps 
w

hat's m
ade the m

em
ory of him

 (such as I have com
e 

to
 "kn

o
w

"h
im

) so
 p

resen
t an

d
 real to

 M
e. 	

• 
- ••

■■ 

S
o let us press on and expose corruption and cover-

u
p

s. I'm
 all in

 favo
r o

f sh
ed

d
in

g
 lig

h
t o

n
 th

e evil p
rac-

tice, of those in public office and am
ong private pow

-
ers. I'm

 alw
ays eag

er to
 fin

d
 o

u
t w

h
o

 killed
 w

h
o

m
 

and w
hy. B

ut, please, let us go gently and consider 
the dam

age a reckless pursuit of obsession can do. Let 
us never separate m

eans from
 ends. For I'd rather let 

one evil in the past sup by unattributed than create 
n

ew
 evil b

y u
n

co
verin

g
 an

d
 ro

o
tin

g
 o

u
t th

e o
ld

. L
et u

s 
alw

ays rem
em

ber to tend to the needs and heed the 
rig

h
ts o

f th
e livin

g
 b

efo
re m

o
b

ilizin
g

 to
 rig

h
t an

 in
-

ju
stice to

 th
e d

ead
. P

erh
ap

s I'm
 m

o
re set o

ff b
y th

e 
hunt for causes, m

otives and perpetrators than I 
thould be, but w

hat happened to C
lay S

haw
 is enough 

of an exam
ple for m

e of how
 this search can easily slip 

out of control and start Its ow
n destruction. 

A
n

d to m
e it's such a typically A

m
erican story; 

even the "good" people can't undertake th
eir n

o
b

le
 , 

endeavor but they m
ake a m

ess of it, ruin peopje's 
lives, w

ind up endorsing injustice, then run off and 
leave the consequences of their actions like som

e slop 
on the floor for som

eone else to com
e along and clean 

up. 


