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RUTH RECOR

fGroup, Garrison Told to|

- Show Files

went a step further Thursday
in their attack on their client’s
murder conspiracy charge by
obtaining court orders com-
manding District Attorney Jim
Garrison and three key mem-
bers of Truth and Consequences
to produce records of the group
'Monaay.

Judge. Edward A. Haggerty,
to whose section of Criminal
Distriet Court Shaw’s case is

suance of subpenas on Garri-
son, oilman Joseph M. Rault
Jr., 516 Auduben; business-
man Cecil M. - Shilstone, 26
Audubon blvd.,, and automo-
bile executive Willard E.
Robertson, 567 Lakeshore
pkwy. A

The orders, signed at _the
thome of Judge Haggerty, ‘Wwho
was ill Thursday, command pro-
duction of records at a hearing
Monday in his court on a mo-
tion to quash the conspiracy
indictment and on other defense
motions.

assigned, signed orders for is- |

VJ A1

‘Attorneys for Clay L. ’Sﬂaw»

|

Meanwhile, ‘t(,i.t_)_r_d..o.n&\glL
through his aftorney here, an-!
nounced he has decided to with-’
draw his $50 million damage
(Suit against Garrison and oth-
ers, rather than return to New
Orieans to make a deposition in
the case. o,

Novel is living in Ohio, where,
ne is fighting extradition . to
wew Orleans, where the district
attorney seeks him as a ma-
terial witness in the 'assassina-
tion - probe into the death "of
President John F. Kennedy.

Shaw’s defense said it aeeds
the records of the hearing to|
prove two articles of its quash|,
motion. 1

Rault, Shilstone and Robert- |,
son were subpenaed to pro-
duce “the membership list

and records of receipts and
disbursements” of the group.
Garrison is ordered to show
not only what funds he re-
ceived from Truth and Conse-
quences, but how these funds
were disbursed.

_ One of the.poihnts_'ﬂle"defepse

. hopes to prove is its allegation

' the’ private organization have
¢ not been administered in ac-

that funds given to Garrison by

cordance with the provisions of
state law,

Truth and Consequences was
organized by Raul, Shilstone
and Robertson shortly after
Garrison’s investigation into the
assassination of President
John F! Kennedy was made pub-|-
lic. He complained the public-
lity on expenditures of state
{funds was hindering his investi-
-gation.

The defense’s motion to
quash cites Revised Statute
39:235, dealing with receipt by
state agencies of funds from
private groups.

The statute says that the state
agency shall: .

1. Deposit the funds with the

Cont. in Sec, 1, Page 5, Col. 5

state treasurer and certify
their source.

2. State the terms, conditions
and purposes of the funds. |

3. List names of trustees or'
administrators. :

4. Give names of persons au-
thorized to approve expendi-
tures. . ]

The other quash point dealt
with in the orders charges that;
such contributions, without any!
accounting, are against the law

and not moral.

QUASH MOTION

Contributions  “‘without any
Aaccountability whatsoever” are
“contrary to the public policy
and statutory law of Louisiana,
against good morals and de-
cency, in conflict with the obli-
_gation of the district attorney
to the public and a denial to
your. defendant of equal pro-
tection of laws . . .”” The quash!
'motion says.

Steven Plotkin, New Orleans
attorney for Gordon Novel, said
during a press conference
Thursday that the elusive wit-

‘ness will withdraw his $50 mil-

lion suit against District Attor-
ney Jim Garrison and the Truth
and Consequences group.

“I talked to Gordon Novel '
ahout this and he is very up-
set about having to take this
action at this time,” Plotkin

*said. “He has requested that
the suit be voluntarily dis-
missed.”

" The action came after Fed-
eral District Judge James A.

Comiskey ruled Wednesday that
Novel would have to return to
New Orleans to testify in order
to press the suit. If he returned,
Novel could be arrested on a
warrant charging conspiracy to
commit burglary in connection
with the alleged burglary of a
Houma munitions bunker.

“We intend to file the suit
again at a later time,” Plot-
kin continmed. “Under the
law we have one year from
the time the alleged acts took
place to refile it.”

The suit charged that Novel
was libeled and deprived of his

constitutional rights by Garri-
son as a result of the funds giv-
en by T&C members.

BRIBE LAW .

“I believe that it is against
the public bribery statute for
T&C to support a public officer
with private funds,” Plotkin
said. I definitely feel these peo-
ple should reconsider.” :
, Plotkin emphasized that his
iclient is “willing and ready to
‘return to this jurisdiction and
to give any information he has
to the court.”

“But, the charges against
him prevent him from doing
this,” Plotkin said. ‘“Novel
has always been williag to re-
turn if it was not for the bur-
glary charges.” . ;

Plotkin added that he consid-
ered the burglary charges more

;serious than those of simple
theft “which is non-payment of
a bill for services rendered.”

- He said Novel's “Dbest inter-
ests from a safety aspect’” will
be served if he does not return
{here.
-

from selling a series of news-
paper articles but that legal de-
fense fees reached $59,000. Early
Ruby said attorney Melvin Belii

Y

was paid $11,000 in cash in ad-
dition to expenses ‘“which ran
into the thousands” before Belli
was fired by the family.
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