Unanimous Decision

NEW ORLEANS, La (AP)—
A special three-judge Criminal
District Court panel ruled late

Friday that Clay L. Shaw
should be held for trial on
charges of conspiring to assas-
sinate President John F. Ken-
nedy. :
The decision meant the
wealthy retired executive .will
be the first man ever sent %o
trial in the historic slaying.
Dist. Atty. Jim Garrison did

not say when he would file aj
bill of information against
Shaw, which is the next step in
the process leading fo trial.

Presiding Judge Bernard J.
Bagert confirmed that the
court’s conclusion meant that
Shaw should stand trial.

The court’s decision was a
victory for the 6-foot-6 Garrison,
who expressed confidence from
the start. Garrison has said he
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will make further arrests and
obtain convictions. '

The three judges ruled unari-
mously that the district attorney
had presented Ssufficient evi-
dence in the four-day prelimi-
nary hearing to warrant holding
Shaw for -further proceedings.

Their finding meant that Gar- -

rison’s accusation against Shaw
became a formal charge. The
maximum penalty would' be 20
years in prison.

The court’s ruling stated:
_“This court finds that suffi-
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il

cient  evidence has pecu
presented to establish probable
cause that a crime has been
committed. And further, that
sufficient evidence has been
presented to justify bringing
into play the further steps of the
criminal process against the
arrestee, Clay L. Shaw. The de-
fendant is released on his
present bond.”

The highlight of the hearing

was Perry R. Russo’s testimony
that he had heard Shaw, Lee
Harvey Oswald and . David W,
Ferrie plotting in September
| 1963 to assassinate Kennedy.
1 The Warren Commission re-
.|port, which said Oswald had
acted alone in the assassination
of Kenndey, was not admitted
‘as evidence  after Judge Ber-
nard Bagert said it was
“fraught with hearsay.” .

Shaw, rugged and erect at 54,
sat smoking impassively when
the decision was announced. His
lined face was haggard.

Judge Bagert said Garrison
had presented sufficient evi-
dence “to justify bringing into
play further steps of the Crimi-
Inal Court.”

i Shaw remains free on $10,000
.bond. Garrison arrested him ou
murder . conspiracy charges
March 1. A decorated World
War II Army major, Shaw re-
tired in October 1965 as man-
aging director of the Interna-
i tional Trade Mart here.

Friday’s decision came exact-

ly one month after the first dis-
closure that Garrison was proo-
ing the Kennedy assassination.
The pipe-smoking prosecutor
said he had lacnched the inves-
tigation last October.

Shaw called Garrison’s
charge “fantastic” .and denied
having had any part in a conspl-
racy. U.S. Atty. Gen. Ramsay
Clark said the FBI had cleared
Shaw of any link to the Kennedy
assassination. .

«] did not know Harvey Lee

| oswald (sic’ nor to the best of

knowledge do I know anyend

(Turn To Page Five)

who knew him,” Shaw said
March 2. “I am completely in-
nocent of any such charges.”.
Defense  attorney  William
Wegmann asked the judges Fri-
day to take their time in in issu-
ing a ruling in the final argu-
‘ments.
“The reasohable doubt doesn’t
o to the state, it goes to the
efendant,” said Weégmann.
“]'say the only worthy thing
f Russo’s testimony is that he
ew David Ferrie and feared
i intelligence...this  man
Shaw) is entitled to hate the
tigma removed from him.
“What they've put in, what
hey’ve got at this hearing, it
might warrant future investiga-
tion by competent authorities,”

he continued, “but it doesn’t
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1hold this man.”

warrant holding this man.

“The state has six years to
prove this case. With a stroke of
the pen we can be back in here.

“What’s been presented is.
interesting. It’s provoking.

“It is not proof.”

In rebuttal, Asst. Atty. James
Aleock said only: “The State of
Louisiana has put forth before
the court enough evidence fo tip
the scales, enough evidence tQ

Garrison’s star witness was
Russo, 25, an insurance sales-|
man from Baton Rouge. He told|'

" |the president. . -

| “triangulation of - crossfire,”

the court that he was present in
Ferrie's New Orleans apart-
ment in mid-September, 1963,
and heard Oswald, Shaw and
Ferrie plotting to assassinate

Russo said the plan' involved i

diversionary shooting, a possi-
ple ‘flight to Mexico and Cuba,
and the sacrificing of one man
as a scapegoat ‘to permit the
others to escape. : .
Shaw is the only one of the}-
three alleged conspirators_still
alive. Oswald was killed by
Jack Ruby two days after the
Nov. 22, 1963 assassination. Fer-
rie, a former airlines pilot with
a homosexual record, was found
dead in bed Feb. 22 of this year.
The coroner ruled death. result-
ed from natural ¢auses.
~ Russo said he knew Oswald as
“Leon Oswald” and Shaw as
“Clem Bertrand.” At a dramat-
ic ‘point in Tuesday’s .session,
Russo was asked by Garrison if
Bertrand was in the courtroom.,
Russo stepped from the wit-
ness chair, walked over to Shaw
and held his hand over Shaw’s
head. As he has since the start
of the case, Shaw remained im-

passive, -
. Garrison still must file a hill
_of information — the formal

charge — before an actual trial
can be held. Garrison had no
comment after the ruling Fri-
day, but scheduled a neéws con-
gerence for 10 a.m. Saturday.

“W. won,” exclaimed Bill

| panel meant that Shaw will have to stand trial.

Gurvich, Garrison’s chief inves-
tigator. “If we had needed more

‘ . AP Wirephoto
ORDERS SHAW HELD — Presiding Judge Bernard B:gper;

talks to reporters through his car window as he leaves the
court building after ordering Clay Shaw held for “further steps ’
of the criminal court,” Friday concluding a four-day prelimin-
ary hearing for Shaw who is accused of conspiracy in the as--
sassination of President Kennedy. The ruling by a three-judge
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goods we would have brought
them in.” .

Bagert had asked the other
two judges to sit with him be-
cause of the importance of the
case. - : .
The other two judges are Mat-
,'threw Braniff and Malcalm O'-
.| Hara. -
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