Harold Velsberg
Rt. 8, Frederick, Ma. 21701
3/10/%5

¥r. Erie Severeid
CBS News

524 W. 57 St.,

New York, K.Y.

Dear kr,. Severeid,

The trouble vwith specking rnad ascting 2s though one spenks from %
§lympus is that one gets to believe he really is there. ]

Thus tonight you were the voice of the gods. You distinguished
between whet you-designsted "negative" and "positive" evidence.

To us mere mortals who suffer resring In traditionsl American
beliefs vroof is proof, Something is true or it 1s false, We somehow
hold the non=-Olympien belicf that if by vour "nephitive" evidence it
ls proven (as 1 did in early 1965) that the Beport of a Presidential ﬂ
Commission on something as earth=changing as a Presidential assassination
is false the fault lies not with the "negative" evidence of falsity but
with the falsity iigelf. '
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I lament that to those on Olympus the converse 1s true. Fad this
not been the case there would be a different world todsy &nd there i
would not have teen a Wrtergate. Y

However, this god stuff 1s gettins to you. You equate rour lack
of knowledge, a mortal weakness not apperent in these sermons from
that mount, with sctuelity. And you seid there is not this "noaitive"
evidence. iSamehow thargby casting the "negative" evidence further
accross your imaginary Styzx,)

All these years f h:ve been tolling in the vinyards of evidence -
and you know the lot of vinysrd workers - you have been lapping up 211
that elixir and msnnsz.

Tou zre paid, from public accounts rather h=ndsomely, to take
truth to the people. I hsve not been paid for more then = éecede by
anyone. But I have & goodly store of this "positive" proof the aileged
absence of which you bewail.

We heve heard your pontifiestions. So ghsk if, Olympian, you
are prepared to put your money whers your mouth always 1s and mrke
it possible for this "positive" proof to be svailable to the people
who heve not gotten it from you or from the generous source of your
menna and elixir,

No pig in a poke. You csn see it.

In all this immidtation godly chetter you failed to note that the
device that triggered your sermon is a) that of the Eolice state oand b)
of tie man who was proven a feker in his defense of Nixon over that
Rose lMary's booboo of 18 12 minutes. As you have to lknow from long
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professionsl experience, you déid ss mueh sg you could to zceredit
thet police-state deviece enc to sell tre book brse? on 1t.

Abont four months ago I offered your fellow Olympisns a book
not hased on any suthoritarian nachine or sny subjective interpreta-
tions by Nixonisns and spooks of electroniec exp-rtise, Rether wes
it the fruit of eight yesrs of turning hard soil, 90 pages until then
"TOP SECHET." L11,eveéry pege, reproduced in facslmile and illuminsted
with 2 goodly {no, not godlys ®lection of other cnce=secret documents,

: of

1ncludedt§§§bthe vordext the chiefest spook or all, 4llen Lulles, He
never expected e seeni They all lie; 1t ir right end moper; it is
the ultincte in patriotism. These things and more *ulles did say. But
on Ulympus and whet is more importent from Olympus these wers nnt
newsworthy words.

Then there was this leaking about s11 the nauphty things those
under end sinee “ulles did. £ad investipations in vhich mme had testi-
fled snd smst they &nd others would again testify. All these vitnesses
S0 essentlal to any hearin: =nd to "positive" evidence can be exnected

to be perjurers snd to regaré perjury as the nltinate dediation, Dulles
himsell seid so.

False seripture?
The n where is the sermon on trath from Yiympus if not ceaven?

When nishtly 1 see what PHYY has-ens to s gond man den he sczles
Olyzpus I zm nigktly grsteful for the toil zng poverty o" the vzlley.

Down in the valley, where the crop is truth, whether it is called
negative or positive it remsine truth,

Fortsls need it, *o meke them - snd youe free,

Sincerely,

Harold Welsberg
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