This Heber Blankenhorn memo is exactly as I got it frou Henry Serger, now
professor of history at Washington Unim. (Sg. L.) several mouth ugo. I do not know
where the marking were added by Perger or others.

Henry is t.e son of a friend. I helped Henry with his thesés when he was a
graduate student at Wisconsin, “adison. The topic was, approx., the labor movement
as part of U.S. foreign policy.

I had asked him for a copy of a memo he had sent mw through his father years
ago, he could not find it, recalled that because the copy was so poor he had sent
his original, and he sent me this.

The misplaced memo was to John Lewis, frow Gardner "Pat" Jackson. It recounted
the actualities of my being fired by LeFollete and showed how the charges were
both baseless and fabricated. (LaFolletteds real reason is that Jackson and I had
lobbied successfully for an extension of the Civil Liberties Committee's life over
LaFollette's objections. The extended life enabled the committee to investizate
migratdry labor/corporate farming in California, as in Yrapes of Wrath.)

The alleged reason wa. my alleged leaking of allegedly secret information to,
as Martin Dhes put it, I've forgooten how LaFollette did, if he did)to the Daily
Worker. I lesked nothing, had nothing secret to leak, it wasn't to the Daily Worker,
and gs XXIE Jackson's memo reminded me, what I'd done I'd done under instructions.
It wes no more than meking availsble to Federated Presggalley proofs of a volume of
hearings then being printed but not yet bound and returned. Federated Press was a
labor news gervice.

Blank's memo does not exaggerate his importance in the committee's creation
but it does diminish his importance to the committee in its earlier days.

Probably because it is not personsl Blank does not mention Jackson's importance
in lobbying and public relations. Jackson was quite important in those areas.

Today there is virtually no mention of that committee and its significance.
Beginning with an unimaginably small budget, $50,000, its hearings led to radical
changes and improvements in society and in working condition, the beginning of
the modernization of the nation, I think. Labor relatbons and conditions underwent
the most unimagineble changes.

I believe that if Sol Rabkin, another surviving member of the committee's
original staff, and I were to be questioned in an oral history it could be of
considerable value in many areas some of which might not occur to professors of
history and political science today, such as how life was in Washington and in
government during the pew RQeal, not just the obvious relating more directly to the
committee and its work and staff.

(We also did a little ad libbing, for example, in helping to pass Stcial
Security 4dct in the Senate. 4mong those opposed it to were organizations we were
investigating, like the National Association of Manufacturers and the National Mota1
Trades Association. Jackson's lost memo recounts what I'd forgotten and I think he
exaggerated my importance in it. He told Lewis that I had prepared labor's defense
and support of the Wagner &ct when as I récell, it was a year old. My only reccllection
of that is & number of visits to Leon Keyserling in Wagner's office.)

& not inconsiderable nunber of the committee's relatively small staff later
became fairly prominent in a number of fields.
LaFollette's pre-suicide complaint that Communists dominated the committee is

entirely false, lorewver, he didn't do enough work or have enough connection with
the staff to know onc way or a.uo‘hﬁer. I never had a worse employer.

Harold Weisberg 10/4/87
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8 July 1987

Dear Harold,

Thanks for yours of 30 June. As a matter of fact Norman Gary did
deliver your request to me. I've been out of town, including a brief
stop of 18 hours in Frederick, and have only recently been able to
get at my files.

Bottom line: I have no copy of the fackson to Lewis letter. What I

sent to you was also a copy (I never had the original and efforts to
reproduce the copy BX for you at the time (1976) were unsuccessful

for the reason you mention -- poor quality). Indeed, in my file on this
is the letter of thanks from you to me (copy enclosed) and a note by me
saying I had sent you the only copy I possessed of the Jackson-Lewis
letter. I'm sorry about this.

To compensate for the disappointment I also enclose Heber Blankenhorn's
1952 recollections of the Civil Liberties Committee. Recognizing that
this is no substitute for the item you want, not the least because it
says nothing about your contributions to it, I nevertheless thought

it of interest -- fact, fiction, and all. I have lots more stuff on
this, on Federal Paboratories (the munitions maker),etc., etc.

These days nobody is particularly shocked, surpdsed, or even reacfive
to the disclosures of that era.




Dear Henry, vie Huth and Ernie, 8/19/76
of whom we now pee so little!

Not only do I appreciate yout thoughtfulness in sending me the copy of the Fat
Jackson letter to vYohn Lewis about me - the timing is a source of amusement. The
Department of Justice has just questioned my competence. And what “aazkson's memo does
not say is that in those days DJ also used me, once for four months in the field in
what was then a vajor case you may have come acéross, U,S.v Mgry Helen et al.

Much of what Jackson says was until now unknown to me, about my being fired. He
did not realize and probably never knew the real reason, which is not what he suggests.
I had no secrets, The committee had none. And in those days Yackson was staying drunk,
doing what I compelled him to do sometimes, generally what I porsuaded him to do. My
real crime was with fat lobbying through an extension of the committee's life so it
could investigate the corporate-farm/migratory worker ("Grapes of Wrath") situation
in Valifornia. Bob LeFollette,Jr. was not his father's son. Worst person for whom I
ever worked, a sick-in-the—head opportunist,

But I never gave anything not public domain to anybody andwk it was my job to
make it available to all, not just reporters.

Because at some time somecne is going to tape an oral history of that period I do
not want to let my mind go back and have a chance to cdnfabulate later. However, I had
forgotten about doing things for the unions. I can now recall others. Many others.

I never knew of the friendshap between Jackson and Allen. I also learned from Allen,
who was a nuch older man with a corporation background,

Jackson was right to speak of me as tending toward black and whites but I think it
really refers to a refusal to compromise on questions of right and wrong. Capitol 411
was and is no place for that!

The trouble to which he refers, it may interest you to know, was of his beginning,
Drew Pearson was used to feed to him a man I later prived was an agent of the UnAmericans,
He set us up for Dies but I did suspsct it end what Jackson did not dare tell Lewis is
that I not only cautioned Jakkson about a probable forgery but before diing this learned
of a dependable handwriting expert from a DJ friend. This recommendation was probably
written prior to the end of that case because toward the end I had to fight Yackson,
too, to keep us from being jailed through this frame-up really aimed at labor through him.
Hy only help was from Iil., Without her the end might have been different. I was able to
take the grend jury away from the U.S.Attorney and force the indictment of this fink while
eldminating the possibility of an indictment against Jackson and me. Historian, you may
be interested to know that the law Weicher cited in t wing Colson out of his pffice is
the one passed to "gBt" “ackson and me,

I'm surprised Yackson did not remember and you did not find another memo. When Lewis,
prior to 1940, was looking for a UMW general counsel and there had been this Harlan Coutity
prosecution and I was living with the government lawyers on it, through Jackson he aaked
my recoumendation. I went over all the lawyers there, including the man who was later
father of the Atomic Eneggy Act, favor a conservative Lexan, Welly K, Hopkins, and Lewkd
followed my advice,

Surprising what a kid could do in an age of ferment,

Jackson is ulso right in referring to careerists. These were the ones who were cased
in and gradually took over. For a long time I frustrateu their efforts to purge the staff
of the decent, dedicated, principled people. *t was easy. I was a bbttleneck. I.d just
quit every time they were about to fire a goodguy. Until I got all the iuportant part of
the record out they could not do without me. One of tinose who was always in on taldng
me out to think they were getting me drunk to talk me into going vack to work was later
head of the 'ILTruman “ibrary, Dave i.loyd. Not a careerist but weak and used by them.

if you see any more, thanks. Best regards, 7
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The Senate investigontion of Violations of Trec Specch
and Labor Rights, chalred by Robt. i, LaFollette, Jr., viiich held
hearings 1936 to IQLQ, is still considered by labor unions as the
most effective Fu.deral investipuntion ever made in behglf of labor,
Its 5=-foot shelf of tronderipts mni reports is still, 1952,3 cited
in government proceedings, courts, ote.

| &

It was an outgrowth of tho just-enncted Warmer Act which
I had helped vrjite fas Assiatant Chn iJ"N‘jLU']ci.UT Choairmen Wogner of?’ﬁ
first nationu. Llab hoard. Ar a_sgtal™monber of the HNationnl ~—
Lubor Helations —oard (eo,ner sAct) 1 initinted Uis Lnrollstte—€om-
mittee and was its planner oy four yoars, I

Onge dt ot ~dne thie Senate Committec hwd the qubet sup=-
nort rea, Hoosevelt . & WHITL® »ousm_ﬁ?l
aftitude (about 1038, pres:nt Ireasury peple, klorgenthau, Oliphant

etc) as follows: "Every tire the La¥r Board encounters heavy opposi=- f

tion,that Senate Committee talres the heat off it. It runs continual
interferences for the Board. It,with the Board ad the Supreme Court,
| is establishing the Wagner Act." That was part of the originnl plan.
' The Committee glso alded greatly the growth of a rejuvenated labor
unionism, growing by the millions. That was = seccond part of the
originnl idea. It struck directly at the latent fascism in American
capitalism. That was the idea's third part.

ted (a) systems of organi-

zed professio 2 and _pratty wall degrmyyod—ttrxrcen
TorFackat of orpanized industrial espion-
age through prolas : ; orivate systems T I

sud ald sbecked with

business; g : 1on an 1 Zt

€ue st eel to s ; rmuch. Lhat _was broken up;
F7_NetTormaT ASSH OF Wanglac turers and adjunctive bodies organizy

fake zens Uommittees, VELIENT and propaganda for defeating

1laBor; similar devices, 6. r special DonT e HEe  ComM I Ees s Csryt Ity -
tion? vducational League, etc; fescist-minded prou 3 0 oM. Gifd="=
lmm%m&M?'mrEea; if] misuse of police
PoweT s O T po=- e TH T Diy M 5o > 19375 SUCI DPractises 1oSt
T prestipe a bBig, Lp BY T NP I5te TEOtLLAtION ever made ol &
gréat strike (Little Steel n which ese proctises were involv-
edmhmggor
violmmﬂ'mmmpungs
vhi . nt e - "" =

\
These investisations were timed to coineide with the or- A
ganizatin mme 7. CIU, TN autos, 8todl; oloctric—

mamulacture, aluminunm, rubber, some coa ’ Ce Rt ———
rommmm Committes had two de-

fenses. First 1t moceeded on a predetermined plan, indeptundent of
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ed hoc suggestions frorm unjons or aybody. Second, 85 5 of all the Com-

mittee testimony "came from th. accused", i.e. from the offending in-
dustrialists, thelr files or agents, etc.

I had had the plan in mind for years and lald it before the
new NLRB (Madden, Carmody, Snith) as they Look offlee in Aug. I935.
They were skeptical not believing that "star ting a Senate investipga-
tion was Board busziness.” They finally said that If I thought I could
do it I could try. Tney geve mc no help, %ven a secretary at first. -
Later they backed me strongly, especially-larmody. Public record of
the origin is in the preliminary Senate Conmilttee Hearings, April I-IO
I936 wheroe I introduced the testimony and my witnesses and closed the
hearings with a number of analyses and other documents. These were the
hearings on which the Senate voted the lnwstlgation in June. Another
record is the House investigation of HLHKB, April IQl0, page [;98, which
adds the dates of the oripinabting memos bn which NIRD acted, Sept. I2
and 20, I935.

Another record is the NLKB field conference June 1936 at
which I exncg/ined what NLRB was to do for the Committee and argued the
reasons for “it, to mect NLRB lepal objections. Tirst the Senate Com.
could tackle ywhole sale,labor spying cte interfering with the adminis-
tration of the Act vhiich VLRDE cmld only tale up piecemeal in isolated
cases, Second "to establish this new preat pyramid of a social law
you couldnt get far by trying to stand it on i1ts point, on narrow
existent legal precedents; you hal to send up to the Supreme Court
test a flood of new precedents, growing out of administration and
out of public consciousness of industrizl conditions, and that the
Senate could do far beyond the effect of limited JLRB hearings."

- Thot part of te oripginal plan was just what did happen. - Chair-
mon laddeh closed .that conference by recounting the origins, -
adding that "not the lesst remarlzable thing of HB's worlr was that 1t
was a single-handed job" - and announcing that I would be in charpe
of NLRB cooperation with the Serncte Tormitec.

The firat that Senutor Lafollette l'new of the plan was in

the following personal informal letter from me, d?’cgg Dec, 3 1935 (not
hitherto publishzd): (he vas in Wisconsin W tne time):
Dear Bob:

I necd a word of advice.

You were a power in passing thc .agner Act, I
predicted to this Board that a by-product of th. Act
would by increased activities on the part of undercover
agenclies, In the way of espionage and disruption of un-
iona, The Doard found in its very first larpge cases the
trall of Pinkerton's, Railwey Audit and Inspection, A.A,
Almer, etc. In short the ancient and honorable national
system of esplonage and strilkebreaking apjpears now in
the lipht of law-breakers of the Jasner Act.

As you lnow, we have never in twenty years had
a Senatorial investipgetion, despitc many demmnnds, of this
system. Tlow can we et it? Vhile not spealddng officially
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I think that this Board will be rcady before long to
maeke a formal request for such an inventipgation,

A My idea would be a specicl Senatorial Committee
é% with powera., sSo far I have broached the subject to no
5? Senator. It's a ain & case of poing first to Bob La
< it% Follette, for advice as to how to go about 1it, vhom
$§(§'3;@,§ beside yoursclf to ace, how to set it up with as 1%t-‘
e Q)4F5333 tle noise as possible and pet it through, - the objective
28 S being a complete y of labor esplonape, 8
éf‘{';_f;' 4 h\c?f > ¥ bregkel ' ook~
‘f_.(;‘\\‘:"’ C’ﬂ‘?“. i Q .:\‘::J up VJ i g B
é'{‘o,’h. Sl ice, marled
R "personal’) of advice.
G N Jith all good wishes, cordially,
£33 5"_"\;‘: o :
&y & HB:fam
&L
LaFyM&;\&&;{&m&_u{)&e{g&é to_wrilte
but I saw him when Conpress assembled in Jan., I936, Iirst T sar m
o lacner, remifAdin: Tim of the Tnvestipation I had urpgd
twWo ch he had vy (htly] and expleining what
of TR B Thg. KR
now AEturcs " L EFariged to hRead 1t
up ;he wenate Labor Committee. Ve

talked of LaFollette; VWagner said "Ideal. I'll talk to him. Bob
needs something of this kind, to get reelected." LaFollette asked
what was behind my letter, the plan, and was it "NLRB official?"

He spproved but sald it , such a committee,would_wirtua E EQ_Ep-
pointed by the Senate majority leader (Robinson)JE%d gg%% aFollette,
was not a member of the majoritxﬂgpxixiﬂpux,he would help at it.

We talked of Semator Hugo Black Put when I saw him he approwd md
would have nothing to do with it "I cant afford to have the reputa-
tion of bé:}ng a perpetual investigator" though he would vote for it.
I proposed to the two Bobs an old friend Senator Costigan of Colo.,
who agreed to give me a final answer, and tas stricken that very day
with mortal illness. Back to Lalollette who at last got two senators
to be fellow members (Elbert Thomas of Uteh, who developed into one °
of the staunchest liberals in the senate, and Wurphy of Iowa, who
was killed in an accident in midsummer of 1'36). LaFollette mean-
while was being urged to take up sp&eific civil liberties cases; he
"merried the two" in the resolution which he wrote and introduced in
March '36. When I sugiested it was bo sweeping, without time limit,
as to arouse maximum opposition laFollette said "All I know is this
is the only kind of investicatiofi that would be worth while." Events
proved I was wrong; LaFollette was dead right. He said everything
would depend on the preliminary hearings, "whether you have stuff to
present that will impress the senatc, I have just been told by an old
friend that if you say you have stuff, you do have it." (Later I
learned that the old friend who spole to me and to Lal'ollette at the
right time was Charles Vi, Ervin).

Meanwhile I had completed my case (a) from WLRB files, and

kdlgging, Reglonal Dircctor 7lint Golden was the greatest help; and (b)

ﬂiroct from unions. John Lewis had said "Fine idea. Cant be dohe.
We've demanded this of Conpgeeas for yaurs, they wont do 1t. But if
you want it -iH=v will help, Sidney M1llman of & approved skepti-

b Le inleg Wonfee., Inlgernnitis Clollns, Wonlp..:
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cally, said his union had m daln to help. Sec. Davison ol Mgghiniggs
54 and wou p : S50 d res. lioward o

Typopraphical. J b0 5) 1ery Jorkers went right to wopl_on
it ﬁmﬁrmc—m fe ITe s, GrechW BT AFL &2 1d "ome to
Ourm%EMEW'BS) and push it." T did and ran
inte luck to surport my resolutions: Ed. Levinson showed me proof
Sheets of hi: book on strilebrealers and his union pushed on that
ongle of the rcsolution which was passeds I drafted n questionnairc
which Green sent out to all unions Tor data, (lneidentolly the com-
munist mimiy party,whichh atill oprosed Wourner Act ag they had
s8ince I93l, refused .to have agthin' Lo dowiti i sSennt > Committoc,
Tor reagsons vhieh they cive.)

Laf¥ollethe c<t a hesrin ot sosuditenly thet Chodvnen
Madden of NLK ballted at "poohin: up thore unless Ghe senate would
really act.” I hurried to La™ellotie who said "You and your Board
get a hearin: at I0 ocloa: tomorrov. I hope you (o have stuff. But
I must tell you this, because you are an old personal friend and T
dont want you personally disappointed. w«e eant get this resolution
through this year. ‘e can omly lay a foundation for Possibilities
next yesr," T was 5o stunned I sat a long time on the curb near
the Senate 0ffice Bldg, until people ot to loolking at me; and I
decided LaFollette was wrons; by the coldest analysis I could mquﬂao
the ti was ripe. I told [ladden the opportunity was now; but I
Qi ‘decidefto throw all my best witnesscs right st the Committee
fronm the start, In a few days, tle +ress front-papging the testi-
mony where even senators could read 1t , Wagner said "Bob's got it,
now," After 8 days of 1t LaFollette pﬁbosed "wind up your testi-
mony and we'll print the record end nake a report.” Yet it took the
very last day of "unanimous consent™ in the semte session to pet it
voted, with an appropriation of only .;I5,000, enough to kill it;
except for the resolution's provision authorizing the Committee to
borrow investigating personnel from government agencies !

Under the Committee 's very able paid seéretary, Robt.
Wohlforth I as NLRB liaison managed the borrowing of more than 30
NLRE personnel to be the corec of the Committee's investigators,
HLRB paying their salaries and ‘expenses, ,I50,000, within the first
two years., As Committee planner I drew the preliminary plans in 26
of the Committee's 27 inwe stigations in I years, Dally control of
the investipgations and all qestioning at hearings were in the hands
of Senators LaFollette and Thomas., WNo conrressional investigation
Was over so serupulously and tightly controlled by th. chairman as was
this, The fairness of its hearings set a standard which few other com-
mittees ever rivalled. MNo witness but hau his free untrammeled "day
in court." Subpoenacd industrialists hired bis lawyers to get them
out of that day, if possible, rather than to claim more "day." The
hearings, lnown country-wide, helped work a new day in the Americen
Social organization,

Opvosition to the Senate Cormittee was very great but \\
covert. The couragc of LaFollette and Thomas was put to more severe
test than most people know. Ly rule was to evade "talking politics"
with LalFollette (basiec though that has to be) but tice he raised the
subject at length., In 1037-30 he told me to plan the carliest possible
wind-up of the worlk: "there's no blinking the foet that the opposition
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is piling up so that if I am to remain as a senator we have pot to

get ready to call it a day." I ven
larity he was achieving but he sai
are not in Wiseonsin.," In 1939 a
to his proposed legislation h¢ sai
wl,000,000. slush fund to defeat m
I have not 2 thin dimes." ‘ien in

tured to poinﬁ the immense popu-
d "the votes ybu are referring to
fter the disheartening opposition
d "My fricnds have word of a

¢, wildespread contributions, and
I9L0 a [,0,000 majority in the

Milwaulzee district reelccted him le ond I daneed A Jjiz in his office:

he said "For the first time in ny
Qolid labor vote." I said "Then th

exparicnee I had the Wisconsin
e investipgation did it," to which

¢ agreed. But it was not a wide marpin,

CONCLUSIONS: Two things st
terpret this frank account as an "
First the importance of a tiny min

and out in Lhis history. (To in-
I-ctory" would be to miss the point),
ority. Second their utter unim-

portence unless the climatec of the country - public opinion - is
with them. The minority, with sourd plyns, rightly timed, cun use

vhat powers they have to pet much
powers are unorpanized,

The Senate Committec w
tlon, exemplified by Senator libt.
Black, Tom Walsh and Wwheclor of ho
the peopke who uses his office to
was vhat Wagner cncountered I933-3
noted "there are hardly six senato
fight at my side, but there aro on
it." (At the end only I? vaoted aa
use for the LaFollette Committec b
ting appropriations for it to ribh

for the majority whose political

as in thy proved minority tradi-

li, LaFollette, SR., Semators Wffris,
ntana, etc - tht lone tribunce of
the Tull for the common food. It

5 in getting his Act ressed; he

rs vho will rise on the floor and
1y 10 or I2 vho will speak against
inst.) The senate rmajority had no
ut opposition wis confined to cut-
ons, Outside opposition to the ZJom-

mittee climaxed in Feb. I937 during the eritiecrl nerotiations to

settle the auto ai t-down striles.
lations of the practises of (tenera
#1lli n dollar espionage included
licGrady - reverberated in the stri
LaFollette called off the hearings
ing with the negotiations in Detro
conducting those gegotiations who
est possible help, go right ahead,
cognlzed the union and settled. In

Day nafter day the Jommittee rove-

1 ltotors - such as that their

8pying on tho Assyt. Sec. of Labor

e settlerent battles, Suddenly

having been told he' wes interfor- by
ite I ¢ol him to phone Gov. [lurphy ("‘
sgid "your hearings erc the preat-

" In a fev days Genersl Motors re-

a fortnipht the Committee announc-

ed its plans to hold hearinpgs on U,5.8tecl, Right on that date U.S.
Steel recognized th union and sipned up.

Vaells
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by the Civil Liber onnittee and most
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- . YOSTSCRIPT TO MisMO. ON ORIGIN OF SENATE CIVIL LIB.RTIES
INVESTIGAYION, I935-l0 :

Tho preceding account outlinef the main line of the
Senate investipgation as an outgrowth of the Vingner Act (NLRB) ,
and traces its effects, through the exposure of industrialists
methods , upon the collective bargaining settlements in mitos
and steel, and some coal (Harlan Co. and the steel captive mines )
and upon the Supreme Court validation of the Wagner Act, Apr I2,
1937« In short its contributory effects, along with the other
named factors, upon the spread of unionism from 3,000,000
membership in '35 to ower 12,000,000 at the outbrealt of e war

in I,

The Senate investigation main objective was the Indus-
trialista! "under-cover" system for combatting and controlling
labor = its secret organized spying on labor, 1ts professional
strikebrealking and privately paid "police™ forces, its control
over sheriff and public police bodies, its hidden Propaganda
machinery for using "citizen committeocs" and public opinion.
llention has been made of the earlier Interchurch Stecl Strike
Investigation, I919-23, which I direc ted, amd whose findinpgs I
of course used in initiating the Senate investigation., Particu-
larly tho Interchrch Reports chapters'on steel esplonage, the
Tirst detailed study ever made, were serviceabls in 1935,

I had a still earlier source of information (which
I have never hitherto published though I have told some reople
of it). It came through my service as a U.S. Army captain with
the General Staff IQI -I9I9,

When the Senate Committee began to prove that labor
Sspying etc was a nationwide ingrained pratise of industry some of
my colleagues used to ask "Blank, was this a lucky guess? Even
with your Interchurch stuff how did you suspect this was such a
tremendous system?¥ I did not then tell them nor did I tell the

‘Senators that it was no guess,

.-ﬂn /97T vas asked to take a commission with the General
Btaff to organize the use of leaflets %m apainst the morale of

2 iegemy troops (and civiliens), chiefly by telling our "war aimag"
”;bgrticularly the offer of a possibly peaceful world trough Wil-
mon's Leapgue of Nations. Ultimetely I was sent to Pershinp's GHO)
s vafid cormanddd that operation, (I was supposed to be some sort of
= ""Buropean political expert"; I knew enough of what I wantod that T
- .wbrked e.g. on the founding of Czechoslovakia. I was tho officer
#Bo in early I9I3 spotted Prof, HMasaryk when he reached hore Trom
Z = 531beria and took him to the General Staff, etc. ete. Masaryk was
Sthe wisest "great man" with whom I ever vorled closely. In 1025
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gin Prasue Pres. losaryk gavg, one of hls books naming Capt. 1B as
one of*his helpors, ) ,éix

Iy mission dealt ontirely with lurope but as a fleodg=
| ling offiegr I ran into omething else: the Army's Wilitary Intell-
! igence brach dealing with labor, That was sane thing discussed in



)
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teneral Stnff Jonfarences and I Tound myszel( cetting a squint at
something that I viewed with sed: md disunt, Ineredulously, I

made it more than a squint. Yhe bocliround was that the Army con-
silered labor unisne ng a hostile olewnt that had to be "watched, "
The meens was 2 svstem of "investigation reports" of which I examie
ined whole files. L vns as'ad ta becnuse I,at once openly question=
ed the reliability of {a reports; L pointed things that I said I
imew vere not o - tlat sueh and sueh gt pifien were ot "bolshevile"
and sueh ond such unions ver. not Tmbversive.” %v  Younter—
intellipence officer = thousit I wae nodwe nang ¢l lained their

files »t lmgth. Lar;cly thev were "Weel . investication reporta”
(FoB,I.) and I vas told that these reportin in tuen werc larpoly
from "the under-cover reports of ihe sreat corporstions.” ihese
experienced officers said "all these great companies have systems
of keeping track of their labor forcos" and that the Army Intelli-
gence and tho Deplt. of Justice had alvays worlwd with those SYyQ-
fems. "The report skects vore nover sifned tut I could trace differ-
ent systems, They wiere Lyped on different co lored sheets, - light
ond dark yellow, li;ht and dark blue, preenish, pinkish, greys, etc,
- from Pennsylvania Rly, other railways, steuvl companies, coal, =
some I vas told were Pinkerton. (Later I repretted that I never
made a list or any notes), & striliing thing was the way the same
misinformations were pesazed baclt and forth among; lhem - it was a
more or less intecrakd practise. isqually strilting was the reporta!
ignorance and their petont fabrications. It vies® shown that nameqd
union members were being arrested on these reperts, for deporta-
tion, etc.

1t daimed on me that I a lone young; officer was up
against an entrenched system and could do nothing about it. iven if
I tried to net to the Secretary of Jar (Bater) about it, probably
he already knes of it, and approved. Alter sorie weeks I refused to
8it in confewnce with Countnr-Inh:lligenco, on the ground I was too
busy with my owm worlk (whicl was overvhelmingly the case.) Before
long I wvas sent to France and served afterwards, I9I9, with the
Feace Conference in faris,

But I remembered that nefarious under-cover system,
and kner that it was nationwade , and I swore to myself 1T T ever
got a chance I'd hit that as hard as I culd, I gol one chance with
the Interchurch investigation, tiw second with the Senate Committe e,
Today the main body of that business ' is pretiy well destroyed.

In Europe in the I920's and early '30's I saw how spying

on labor and priwate armios secretly financed by industrialists
were essentinl implements of Taseism. I saw it in Italy and Ger-
many at the very time lussolini vas honoring preat American indua-
trialists and they him; as did Hitler later, Tt madq(@n Washington
in the '30's)for me an added reason for striking from our indus-
trialists’ hahds such Woapons, seelng how many quasi-fascists were
beginning to show their hand in the capital-labor conflicts of the
'30'ss The Senato Civil Libertics Committes vas steered in the
direction of a job that needed doinpg . Publie opinion despite all
the hurrah against "ped ol t-down strikes", the "communistio axo",
ete., saw th. larger issues and Supported the Committeo. Iy part in
the long-dravm out Work was simply that of the experienced re-
searcher (vho found a more Tavorable climate in Roosevelt!'s deys
than exists in I952.)

‘ Blankenhorn



