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Student's film

 explores JF
K

 'single bullet theory' 
B

y M
att N

euleld 
iH

r W
IS

H
ItiG

T
O

N
 T

IM
E

S
 

C
h
ip

 S
elb

y
 d

o
es n

o
t rem

em
b
er 

w
here he w

as w
hen John F

 K
ennedy 

w
as shot 25 years ago. 
O

f course, th
e 26-year-old U

niver-
sity

 o
f M

ary
lan

d
 g

rad
u
ate stu

d
en

t 
w

as a m
ere babe then. B

ut M
r. S

elby, 
w

ho has produced an aw
ard-w

inning 
5
1
-m

in
u
te d

o
cu

m
en

tary
 th

at ex
-

p
lo

res th
e m

u
ch

-d
eb

ated
 "sin

g
le-

b
u
llet th

eo
ry

," say
s h

e d
o
es k

n
o
w

 
w

h
ere n

early
 all th

e k
ey

 p
lay

ers in
 

th
e assassin

atio
n
 w

ere —
 in

clu
d
in

g
 

a second gunm
an. 

A
n
d
 h

e say
s th

at b
allistic tests, 

autopsies and exhaustive interview
s 

prove there w
as a second gunm

an on 
a g

rassy
 k

n
o
ll th

at w
as lo

cated
 in

  

fro
n
t o

f th
e lim

o
u
sin

e o
n
 D

ealey
 

P
laza in D

allas on N
ov. 22, 1963. 

H
is film

, "R
easonable D

oubt: T
he 

S
ingle-B

ullet T
heory and the A

ssas-
sin

atio
n
 o

f Jo
h
n
 F

 K
en

n
ed

y
," h

o
w

-, 
ev

er, is n
o
t b

ein
g
 d

ism
issed

 as ju
st 

another speculative entry in the long 
line of conspiracy theorists. 

"It is b
y
 far th

e m
o
st effectiv

e 
th

in
g
 th

at h
ad

 b
een

 aired
" d

u
rin

g
 

this anniversary period, said H
arold 

W
eisb

erg
, a lead

in
g
 assassin

atio
n
 

expert and publisher of six books on 
th

e K
en

n
ed

y
 assassin

atio
n
. "It is a 

solidly researched job." 
A

ccording to the single-bullet the-
ory, w

hich the W
anen C

om
m

ission 
b
ased

 its co
n
clu

sio
n
s o

n
, th

ree b
u
l-

lets w
ere fired

 b
y
 L

ee H
arv

ey
 O

s-
w

ald
 fro

m
 th

e six
th

 flo
o
r o

f th
e 

T
exas S

chool B
ook D

epository. 

T
he theory is that a first bullet hit 

M
r. K

en
n
ed

y
 in

 th
e n

eck
, p

assed
 

th
ro

u
g
h
 h

is th
ro

a
t, th

e
n
 stru

c
k
 

'texas G
ov. John C

onnally —
 w

ho sat 
in

 th
e fo

rw
ard

 ju
m

p
 scat —

 In
 th

e 
b
ack

, w
rist an

d
 th

ig
h
. 

T
h
e co

m
m

issio
n
 said

 th
at a sec-

o
n
d
 b

u
llet m

issed
. A

 th
ird

 b
u
llet 

struck M
r. K

ennedy in the head, fa-
tally w

ounding him
. 

S
o
m

e co
n
sp

iracy
 th

eo
rists m

alw
 

tain
 th

at p
o
ssib

ly
 fo

u
r sh

o
ts w

ere 
fire

d
, a

n
d
 n

o
t in

 th
e
 o

rd
e
r a

n
d
 

p
lacem

en
t stated

 b
y
 th

e co
m

m
is-

sion. M
r. S

elby, a native of B
altim

ore 
w

ho now
 lives in G

reenbelt, said the 
com

m
ission's findings are hunk. H

e 
claim

s h
e h

as facts to
 su

p
p
o
rt h

is 
view

. 
M

r S
elby said a w

ell-know
n film

 
shot by A

braham
 Z

apruder, a D
allas  

garm
ent w

orker, show
s that M

r. K
en-

n
ed

y
 m

o
v
ed

 b
ack

 an
d
 to

 th
e left 

w
h
en

 stru
ck

 in
 th

e h
ead

, in
d
icatin

g
 

som
eone fired from

 in front of K
en-

n
ed

y
's lim

o
u
sin

e, fro
m

 th
e g

rassy
 

knoll; doctors operating on M
r. K

en-
n
ed

y
 said

 h
is th

ro
at w

o
u
n
d
 w

as an
 

entrance w
ound, but the com

m
ission 

said
 it w

as an
 ex

it w
o
u
n
d
; an

d
 that 

n
u
t en

o
u
g
h
 tim

e lap
sed

 fo
r O

sw
ald

 
to have fired three shots. 

"T
he evidence show

s there had to 
he at least tw

o people involved," M
r. 

S
elb

y
 said

. "A
n
d
 th

at's all w
e w

ill 
know

," 

A
ll of these points, and others that 

M
r S

elb
y
 raised

, h
av

e b
een

 talk
ed

 
ab

o
u
t fo

r m
o
st o

f th
e p

ast 2
5
 y

ears. 
B

u
t ttfr. W

eisb
erg

 said
 it w

as the 
m

an
n
er in

 w
h
ich

 th
ey

 w
ere p

re- 

sented in the film
 that gave the w

ork 
th

e cred
ib

ility
 th

at o
th

ers lack
ed

. 
"It's factu

al," M
r. W

eisb
erg

, o
f 

F
red

erick
, said

. "H
e tak

es so
m

e o
f 

th
e b

asic facts as th
ey

 w
ere alleg

ed
 

b
y
 th

e g
o
v
ern

m
en

t an
d
 ad

d
resses 

them
. lie does not go for all this idle 

th
eo

rizin
g
, w

h
ich

 is g
o
o
d
 b

ecau
se 

there's no basis in fact for any of it." 
M

r S
elby, a com

m
unications arts 

m
ajo

r, w
o
rk

ed
 o

n
 th

e film
 fo

r 3
1/2 

years and spent $23,000 of borrow
ed 

m
oney —

 $7,000 from
 his girlfriend 

S
an

d
y
 S

v
o
b
o
rd

a; $
2
,0

0
0
 fro

m
 h

is 
brother M

ike, w
ho co-w

rote and co-
film

e
d
; a

n
d
 th

e
 re

st fro
m

 c
re

d
it 

card
s. 

T
he piece, w

hich M
r. S

elby did for 
h
is m

aster's d
eg

ree, ran
 fo

r th
e first 

tim
e during the w

eekend on the A
rts  

an
d
 E

n
tertain

m
en

t cab
le telev

isio
n
 

n
etw

o
rk

. It w
as rev

iew
ed

 fav
o
rab

ly
 

in T
he (B

altim
ore) S

un. 
In O

ctober the C
ouncil on In term

-
t Io

n
a
 l N

o
n
-th

e
a
tric

a
l E

v
e
n
ts 

aw
ard

ed
 th

e film
 its G

o
ld

en
 E

ag
le 

aw
ard

 fo
r h

est in
 th

e h
isto

ry
 d

o
c-

u
m

en
tary

 categ
o
ry

. 
Ile said

 he d
id

 th
e film

 "b
ecau

se 
I h

ad
 so

m
eth

in
g
 to

 say
. I h

ad
 so

m
e-

th
in

g
 to

 say
 ab

o
u
t th

e sin
g
le-b

u
llet 

th
eo

ry
, th

at th
e sin

g
le-b

u
llet th

eo
ry

 
w

as im
p
o
ssib

le, an
d
 th

e ev
id

en
ce 

sh
o
w

ed
 th

ere w
as a co

n
sp

iracy
 to

 
k
ill th

e p
resid

en
t." 

A
lthough his efforts have been ex-

h
au

stin
g
 an

d
 ex

p
en

siv
e, M

r. S
elb

y
, 

like others, said he still does not have 
all th

e an
sw

ers. "I d
o
n
't th

in
k
 w

e'll 
ev

er k
n
o
w

 w
h
o
 th

ey
 th

e o
th

er g
u
n
-

m
en) are." 


