- clus

- was ‘Attorney General.

| Jame

-own chance to get a fair ver-

i writes,
. “each ' inde
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BOOK CASTSDOUBT
ON JUSTIRIN U

Raises Guestions on, Trlals
of Shaw, Ray and Strhan

WASHING’I'ON Aug 14 (UPI)
—Three reporters who covered
the trials of men charged in the
assassinations ' of . President

Kennedy, the, Rev..nr Martin ||

Luther: King )y and Senator

. Robert F.' Kennedy hnva con-||
cluded’ that “Americanjustice||
works accidmtaa.lly.,l.f at all.”™- ||

. “The courts’ are now basi-
cally constructed to serve the
legal profession, 'not ' the
people,” a. book, “A Search for
Justice,” declares. Each. n'l the

porters.
trials for The Nashville Tennes
sean, wrote ‘a section of the
book. It was' edited by John
Siegenthaler, the newspaper’'s
editor, who also wrnte its con-
sions.| = 4 RO ?
r. Sie enthaler was an ed-
ministrative assistant to Robert
~Kennedy when Mr. Kennedy

" The . three reporters a.re
s Squires, now' a s

.assignment reporter for“The
*Tennessean; Frank Ritter, now
the paper’s. city editnr,,! and
John’ Hemphill, now an assist-
ant news editor in the Wash-

ington Bureau of Th New }rork b

Times. . i iR AAN

Mr.’ Ritter veretl e trial
of Clay Shaw, who was aeeused
of ‘conspiracy to kil the Presi-

.'dent; Mr. Squires the 'tnaI of
I James Earl- Ray for Dr.’ fgs
murder, and Mr. Hemphill,

trial of Sirhan Bishara Sirhan
for the assassmat.lon of Rol?ert
Kennedy. |

Reach Same Coneluslon

Afterward Mr. Siegenﬁm.ler
the three  reporters
dently reached
the conclusion that American
Jtlxls.tice works accidentally, if at
a ”

“None of them felt he wuuid
have much confidence in his

dict were he to be put on trial

=

who covered -thel|

|

in those same court.s, “before

the same judges,”

Mr. Siegen- |

“been tried; that no a

| sentence,

=

thaler writes.’
The authors conclude ﬁm
Mr. Shaw should . never have

t
i The oy el g
truth after Ray pleaded .
in return for a 99-year gtﬂlty
and that st?han'
samty trial was a mocker
tem la kmgtlha -gvméia]
sys! so lac o ue
refonn “that the a
tion of justice is 1n serious
trouble and often, on a day-to<
day basis, may actually be
more inclined to thwart justice.
“The organized bar, perhnps
aware that the courts are im
perfect,” ~ Mr.. Siegenﬂ:aler

‘writes, “has seized on im]

fections in the press and
directed its major ‘reform’ at-
tention to the ‘free press vs.
fair trial’ question.”

Shaw, a New Orleans
businessman, was: acquitted
after a sensational trial high-
lighted by charges made out-
side the courtroom by the New
Orleans District Attorney, Jim
Garrison. The District Attorney

despite complaints ul‘f 1?’5
es com; e ha

con%ucted a ecircus with. unre-
liable, discredited ' witnesses.
The authors conclude that Mr.
Shaw *‘should never have been

tried.” : |k

Unnnswered Questluu

&1

In the case of Ray, the jour-
nalists came away convinced
that, despite his guilty plea, on
which he received a 99-year
prison sentence, the overriding
question of a possible conspir-
acy in the April 4, 1968, murder
of Dr. King was never an-

swered. s
“The edminish‘aﬁu - of jus-
tice succeed in P g
gl.ll.lty " M.l'
writes. “But it made no_ pre-
tense of initiating a search for|
truth or putting down: what
gery weli may have been a lle
y Ray.” I
Sirhan shot Robert Kmnedy
in los Angeles a few minutes
past midnight June 5, 1968, in
full view of ‘'man witnesses
He was convicted of murder
and was sentenced go die in t.he
gas chamber. -

With his, | sanity the onl:}
issue, the aut.horrs contend that
the ~ prolonged, 'million-dollar
trial resulted only -in *a 'sen-

c‘i more severe than oné

could have been nego-
tiated before a jury.gges seated
to try the case! 357

They contend th t.ting
the tenuous findings of psychl-
atrists and psycﬁologists to be
subjected “to the ‘sort of bad-
gering cross-examination t.hat'
comes from the hostile advers-|

ary environment of a criminal
xob the qause of'

“:'-!i may 3R A

tra- ||




