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H
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A

SH
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O

ST
 

R
iot E

xpert's V
iew

 of W
hite H

ouse H
it 

B
y P

aul W
. V

alentine 
W

ashington P
ost S

taff W
riter 

G
overnm

ent attorneys yes-
terday challenged as "biased 
and prejudiced" the testim

ony 
in federal court of a

 crow
d be- 

h
av

io
r sp

ecialist w
h
o
 say

s 
present restrictions on politi- 
cal d

em
o
n
stratio

n
s n

ear th
e 

W
hite H

ouse could generate 
violence m

ore readily than the 
lack of restrictions. 

"Y
o
u
 an

d
 I d

o
n
't seem

 to
 

have the sam
e definition of vi-

o
len

ce," said
 A

ssistan
t 'U

.S
. 

A
ttorney G

il Z
im

m
erm

an of 
Jerom

e H
. S

kolnick, a crim
i-

nologist and specialist in m
ob 

violence. 
Z

im
m

erm
an attacked S

kol-
n
ick

's testim
o

n
y
 in

 th
e fifth

 
d
ay

 o
f a U

.S
. D

istrict C
o

u
rt 

trial in
 w

h
ich

 th
e A

m
erican

 
C

ivil L
iberties U

nion is chal-
len

g
in

g
 th

e leg
ality

 o
f a N

a- 

tional P
ark S

ervice regulation 
lim

iting the num
ber of dem

on-
strators to 100 on the sidew

alk 
in

 fro
n
t o

f th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se 

on P
ennsylvania A

venue N
W

 
and to 500 in adjacent L

afay-
ette P

ark. 
S

ecret S
ervice and police of-

ficials h
av

e testified
 th

at in
-

creased m
ilitancy of dem

on-
stratio

n
s in

 th
e late 1

9
6
0
s 

created
 a p

o
ten

tial th
reat to

 
W

hite H
ouse security, justify-

ing the 100/500 lim
it. 

. S
pecifically, 	

Z
im

m
erm

an 
h

am
m

ered
 at a stu

d
y

 p
ro

d
-

uced by S
kolnick purporting 

to show
 that the frequency of 

v
io

len
t in

cid
en

ts at d
em

o
n
-

strations dim
inishes w

ith the 
in

crease in
 th

e size o
f th

e 
dem

onstrations. T
he study w

as 
based O

n a review
 of dem

on-
stratio

n
s, rio

ts; p
ro

tests an
d
 

rallies rep
o
rted

 in
 T

h
e N

ew
 

Y
ork T

im
es from

 1965 through 
1969 and in 1972. 

S
kolnick's study, for exam

-
ple, show

ed 320 such events in 
1968.

. 
B

u
t Z

im
m

erm
an

 p
ro

-
duced a S

enate G
overnm

ent 
O

p
eratio

n
s su

b
co

m
m

ittee 
stu

d
y
 sh

o
w

in
g
 1

9
6
 "d

istu
r-

bances" on college cam
puses 

alo
n
e in

 th
at y

ear. 
S

kolnick acknow
ledged that 

T
he T

im
es probably did not 

rep
o
rt m

an
y
 o

f th
e d

istu
rb

-
ances, but he contended that a 
su

b
stan

tial p
o

rtio
n

 o
f •th

em
 

w
ere not violent either. 
S

k
o
ln

ick
 d

escrib
ed

 as a 
"m

arginal case" one instance 
in w

hich an R
O

T
C

 officer w
as 

held nine hours by cam
pus ac-

tivists. 
"rd 

call th
at k

id
n
ap

in
g
," 

snapped Judge G
eorge L

. H
art 

Jr. 

Z
im

m
erm

an also asked w
hy 

the • S
kolnick study skipped 

the years 1970 and 1971. T
he 

K
ent S

tate and Jackson S
tate 

C
ollege shootings, w

hich set 
o
ff h

u
n
d
red

s o
f v

io
len

t d
is-

tu
rb

an
ces th

ro
u
g
h
o
u
t th

e 
country, occurred in 1970, he 
noted; 

S
kolnick said he lacked re-

sources and m
anpow

er to in-
clude 1970 and 1971, but had 
reserched 1972 to see if any 
trend had occurred since 1969. 
H

e is a professor at the U
ni-

versity of C
alifornia in B

erke-
ley and a form

er task force di-
recto

r o
f th

e N
atio

n
al V

io
-

lence C
om

m
ission. 

S
kolnick said that as a gen-

eral rule large crow
ds are less 

prone to violence than sm
all 

g
ro

u
p
s b

e
c
a
u
se

 th
e
y
 a

re
  "m

o
re in

ert, m
o
re cro

ss-sec-
tio

n
al an

d
 req

u
ire m

o
re o

r-
ganization." 

A
 large crow

d w
ith a broad 

cross section of participants is 
less lik

ely
 to

 'b
e sw

ay
ed

 b
y

 
m

ilitan
t sp

lin
ter g

ro
u

p
s, h

e 
sa

id
. A

lso
, h

e
 sa

id
, la

rg
e
 

crow
ds require "m

ore respon-
sible, leadership," w

hich helps 
to insure adherence to peace-
ful actions. 


