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ain
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co
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u
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h
is co

m
p
lain

t p
ap

ers an
d
 su

sp
en
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ed

 
him

, he claim
s in a $500,000 law

suit. 
S

am
uelson said In the U

.S
. D

istrict 
C

o
u
rt su

it th
at h

e w
as su

sp
en

d
ed

 fo
r 

fiv
e d

ay
s after co

m
p
lain

in
g
 ab

o
u
t 

g
aso

lin
e slo

sh
in

g
 fro

m
 th

e tan
k
s o

f 
p
resid

en
tial lim

o
u
sin

es w
h
ile th

ey
 

w
ere being transported in C

-141 cargo 
planes. 

A
s m

a
n
y
 a

s 2
5
 S

e
c
re

t S
e
rv

ic
e
 

agents w
ere seated in tem

porary seats 
next to w

ere  cars an
d

, "o
n

 n
u

m
ero

u
s 

occasions, gas spillage from
 the auto-

m
o
b
iles w

o
u
ld

 o
ccu

r w
h
ich

 w
o
u
ld

 
cau

se a lire h
azard

 in
 th

e aircraft," 
the com

plaint said. 
S

ecret S
erv

ice sp
o
k
esm

an
 K

en
 

L
ynch said in W

ashington today that 
th

e ag
en

cy
 w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e n
o
 co

m
m

en
t 

on the case because it involved pend-
ing litigation. 

S
am

uelson,, a 33-year-old R
ichfield, 

M
inn., native, joined the S

ecret S
erv-

ice in July, 1971, at M
inneapolis. H

e  

w
as tran

sferred
 to

 W
ash

in
g

to
n

 in
 

June, 1974. 
W

hile he w
as w

ith the presidential 
protection division in M

ay, 1976, S
am

-
u
elso

n
 said

 h
e read

 a b
u
lletin

 fro
m

 
th

e L
ab

o
r D

ep
artm

en
t's O

ffice o
f 

F
ed

eral A
g
en

cy
 S

afety
 an

d
 H

ealth
 

P
ro

g
ram

s in
v

itin
g

 rep
o

rts o
f u

n
safe 

w
orking conditions. 
H

e said
 h

e rep
o
rted

 th
e g

aso
lin

e 
d
an

g
er an

t w
as assu

red
 h

is rep
o
rt 

w
o
u
ld

 b
e k

ep
t co

n
fid

en
tial. T

h
e L

a-
bor D

epartm
ent said it w

ent to som
e 

lengths.to assure confidentiality after 
th

e S
ecret S

erv
ice d

em
an

d
ed

 to
 see 

docum
entation—

such as w
ork and at- 

tendance records—
w

hich S
am

uelson 
filed

 w
ith

 th
e C

o
m

p
lain

t 
• 

"W
e released

 th
e d

o
cu

m
en

ts after 
th

e S
ecret S

erv
ice to

ld
 u

s th
ey

 w
ere 

sen
sitiv

e," said
 A

lfred
 C

. W
h

ite, a 
L

ab
o
r D

ep
artm

en
t safety

 sp
ecialist.' 

"W
e had a feeling they m

ight try and 
id

en
tify

 h
im

 fro
m

 th
e v

ery
 b

eg
in

-
ning." S

o, W
hite said, the com

plaint 
w

as "rety
p
ed

 w
ith

o
u
t h

is [S
am

u
el-

so
n
's] n

am
e an

d
 ed

ited
." . 

A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 th
e su

it, th
e S

ecret 
S

erv
ice id

en
tified

 S
am

u
elso

n
's fin

-
gerprints on the docum

ents accom
pa-' 

n
y

in
g

 th
e co

m
p

lain
t an

d
 su

sp
en

d
ed

 
him

 five days w
ithout pay. 

S
am

uelson's com
plaints said his su- 

periors told him
 he w

as suspended for 
co

p
y
in

g
 an

d
 releasin

g
 p

riv
ate d

o
cu

-
m

ents and for "insubordinate refusal" 
to return docum

ents w
hen asked. 

S
am

uelson also com
plains in court 

th
at h

is p
ro

m
o
tio

n
 ev

alu
atio

n
 w

as 
dow

ngraded and that he w
as forced to 

take a six-w
eek m

edical leave as a re-
sult of the incident. 

T
he suit, w

hich nam
es S

ecret S
erv-

ice D
irecto

r H
. S

tu
art K

n
ig

h
t an

d
 

o
th

er S
ecret S

erv
ice an

d
 L

ab
o
r D

e-
partm

ent officials as defendants, ask 
that the suspension be rescinded and 
th

at S
am

u
elso

n
 b

e tran
sferred

 fro
m

 
the O

m
aha station to M

innespolis. 
A

cco
rd

in
g
 to

 th
e co

m
p
lain

t, a fed
-

e
ra

l g
rie

v
a
n
c
e
 e

x
a
m

in
e
r re

c
o
m

-
m

ended on A
ug. 17 that S

am
uelson be 

reprim
anded for poor judgm

ent in us-
in

g
 S

ecret S
erv

ice d
o

cu
m

en
ts, b

u
t? 

th
at th

e su
sp

en
sio

n
 sh

o
u
ld

 b
e re-

scin
d
ed

 an
d
 th

e reco
rd

 o
f it w

ip
ed

 
from

 his personnel file. O
n. S

ept. 27, 
how

ever, the service notified S
am

uel-
son it w

ould not com
ply w

ith that rec-
om

m
endation, the com

plaint said. 
T

he suit said the S
ecret S

ervice vio-
lated

 th
e Iaw

 th
at p

ro
h
ib

its rep
risals 

against an em
ployee for filing an un-

safe w
orking condition report. 


