March 20, 196&
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MEVORANDUM OF INTERVIEW

On March 20, 1964; I interviewed Robert Bouck, head of the =

Protective Research Section (PRS) of the Secret Service, in the

presence of Inspector Tom Kelly of the: Secret Se:'v.fice'. I explained
that the Commission would — desire to i e e
Mr. Bouck at & later date, and that I bl Baueet ol bk,
tizes to define the toplcs as to which he would be examined before the

.

Commission. . : _

We examined the various Et'iung systems o‘f PRS. There are
‘the following files: S

(a) ‘Pasic Files. These contain the names of and date on
some 50,000 persons. PRS learns of them either through their own
efforts to contact the President by letter, visit, or the 1ike, to
communicate some fom of 'bhreq.t, or because they have -otheMse come
to .the attention of PRS, as on the advice of another Agency. as persons
who constitute a potential th_::l'eat to the President. Mr. Bouck estimztes:

that, before the assassination, some 90% of the names resulted from FRS's

own activities and only abou£ 10% as a result of liaison advice.

(v)  Creck-Up Control Files. When PRS learns of an individual

whosé conduct should be serutinized further, it requests an investigation
by the cognizant field office. If the field office determines that the
subject warrants continuing review, the field office sends a check-up

control card to PRS. The field office thereupon has the responsibility of
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reviewing the case at least every six months and PRS maintains the

check-up control card as part of its tickler system. (A determination

by the field office mot to set up this check-up routine for an individual
is reviewed, and often oven'uled. by PRS.) At the tize of the assa.ssina.tion,
there were some 1}00 cards 11:. the category. Bouck believes that nops or

the ca.rd.s covered anyone in Dallas but is checking this. I

‘ (c) Trip Files. This 1s an index of about 100 names,

" set up on a geographical field office basis. At the tima of the
assa.ssim.tion, there were twu subjects in this ﬁ.le who lived in the
" Jurisdiction of the Houston office and nose wh.o lived in the ;}m'isdiction
of the Dallas of:'ice. This file contains those persons who are :rgga.rded.
" as potential £hréats to the President, and .t_rhaéa residence is rather
| well fixed. ' | ' - |
(d) Album. This contains the photogra.phs and identification
~of from ten to twenty individuals vho are regardea as clear risks to
the President and who do not have a‘ﬁxed place of residence-. "Both
characteristics are usually 1_x'rm1te:d in the slbum subjects, although a
serious enough risk would be included even if his place of residence were
| fixed. TN he e g A |

. None of these files inch.ides any individual in complete custody.
Instead, & sﬁteﬁ is -e's.’ca.'blisll'xed for ‘imuediate notification to the Secret
Service by the institution at which the person is kept Lmsediately upom
his release or escape.. Boﬁck e;:ﬁla:t.ned,. that a main goa.l.of PBS is to
try to neutralize serious risk;s‘by obtaining their removal from society, |
by imprisonment if they have committed an offense such as threating the
President, by confinement in a hospital if they are sufficiently distu:.-bea.._
Bouck agreed to survey his recoxds to try to determine how my persans
have been. institutionalized over the past three or four years in De.lla.s »
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and in Texas ser.erally, und.er this sy-sten
In prepe.ration for testifying before the Comission, Bouek
‘vi_ll prepare actual case histories of persons :l.n the various files,
with any identification deleted, sc] that he can’ illustra.te the opers:c:.on
~'of the file system and the cases o persona tbat fall into each of the
- various categories. _ | !
" The Secret Service also relies to a large exbent on advance

notice to locate those indj.vidmls an area that the President intenié

to visit who may present a tb.reqi. | ¥nen such persons are identified,

' through lialson with local law enforcement and through the investigative
efforts of the local Secret Service office, appropriate measures are -.

‘taken to establish sur\reinance‘over a.z;y_ﬁerson vho presents a'significant
thr;za.t » and to identify all persons suspected of presenting any danger

to the Secret Service and local law enforcement 'per.sonnel responsible for
———. trip. The sdvance work for Dallas led to the identifi-
cation of a number of persons who had been obstreperous during the visit

of Ambassador Stevenson; these persons were put under surveillance aml -
their names were added to the basic TRS files. Bouck's response to the
question'w;hy these individuals were not identified snd added to.the files

&t the time of the Stevenson demonstrations is that they were not regarded
as of generzl interest to PRS until '!;he Presiden.t planned a trip 'bo DaJ_'La.s

We discussed FRS liaison relationships 'srith other Federal agencies.

Bouck described these relationships as gxcel-lexrb and very intiﬁa‘.:e. For
exsuple, the FBI had sn agent designated as liaison vho visited with

Bouck almost daily. Bouck explained that, at the time of the assassinstion,

“there had been no effort to develop explicit principles covering the
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1iaison relgtions]_:ips beyond an efforf. .to- establish the genera;l mdefstanﬂ.i,ng
that Yhe obhar agency would supply to the Secret Service information regard-

' ng any individisl who appeared in any way to comstitute o threat to the
President. ' '
I then asked whether PRS would ha.ve e.xpected to have been .mi'omed
_ nnder this mderstanding of an individ.ual like Oswald, and what Sesecret Se:nrice
would have done in Dallas h.aa they been infomed about Oawald ~ Both Bouck
and Xelly said that they would have expected to have been informerl sbout
.Oswald, since they would have rega.rded him as a potentia.l threat to the
: Pxesident, in view of the a.vaila.ble information as ‘to his defectien,
political pursuits, Mirine Corps traiming, Job and ram.uy Lastability, |
- FRCC activities, New Orleans misdemeanor arrest, trip to Mexico City'/
and vissa. efforts there, anﬁ. most in:porta.ntly, employzent in 'bhe TSBED.
.I asked whether their answer would be the seme if his employment at
TSED had not been knovn. They replied that even without this information
they vould. s‘billi?eripected to have heard. about Oswa.ld If they had lea.rned. i
" everything e.xcep‘c em;ployment at TSBED, bu’c knew of his return to Da.J.hs e
they would have attempted to locate hfun (They would not have tried to
locate him if his last hmn location was New Orleans.) As soon as they
Learned. a.bmrt‘. his employment at TSED they wtﬂ.d have arranged to keep
him m_zder surv'ei.}.‘l.ance, either 'by a Secret Service_ a.genjl'. or a Dallsas
policeman, during the President's sta:,r in Dallas, . ' . P
. How do they‘erplain the FBI's, fé.ilu:re to advise of OSW?
They sdy only that the FBI must not bave regarded him as presentins any »
danger to the President. Th.is does not seem unreasonable to them,
alth.ough they aﬁ.mit the incongruity of sa}ring at 'l:he same time that
,' Qg.vald. would have seemed a sufficlent threg;t to PRS. I askad whether
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they expected the FBI to advise of any mwember of an extreme political
group, such as every:member of the Communist Pa.rty. . They do not expect

to receive such a.d.vice » but 'muld, for example, expect to be ir.fo ...ed

of the activit:.es of each :nemher of the Porto Rican Ha.tiona.list 2-.ove::ezrl: -

" in the continental United States. (They had not been advised of th.e

Porto Rican Nationalists who at'bemp‘bed to invade Blair Houae » although
they. 'believel“l:ne FBI bad some infornation on these _indiﬂ‘iduals.') They
n.ow' receive auto:;:atically information on the Porto Rican Netionalist
Moverent, a.n& Will undouhtedly Teceive reports on defector returnees

and members of the FPCC a.rter Oswald. They will think a.boub this scxe

more for furt.her discussion uith me.

It was left that Bouek will talae sevara]. 6a.ys o check his -

records to develop the sta.tistical a.nd_i].lustmtive material described

-above., I will meet again with him a;xd Kal_l:r 'by approximately Mareh 2k

or 25 to continue this review, preeI paratory to testimony bea.om the

Ccmmission within the nea:t fe'.r weeks.




