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There is attached a letter from the Commission whidh-ié‘ -
self-explanatory. ;

Mr. Karapatnitsky has been interviewed oversesas and i
stated that he did not recall ever seeing Oswald in Moscow. o
He also stated that in the hospital at the same time was - ;
another elderly American whom he identified as Sam Sprager.

Sgﬁager s wife was intexviewed in California and said that

he was in the hospital at Moscow from September 21 to about

October 8, 1959, and his passport indicated that he returned

to this country shoxtly after October 8. Sprager was not

interviswed as he was travelling at the tire or at the address

of his son-in-law in Madison, Wiscomsin. Sprager is due on

Tuesday, August 25 at the home of Hart G. Sprager, 522

"Fairview, Tacoma Park, HMaryland, telephones no. 43 4-4710. :
Mr. Sprager has been notified by his family that an agent will -
contact him when he is in Washington.

. Please arrange to interview Sam Sprager for the purpose

of verlfylng the time oOf his d=9arture from Moscow. Also,

through an interview an attempt to ascertain whether Sprager

knew any other elderly Americans in the hospital who might have
remained in the hospital after he left and perhaps would be in -
a position to know Oswald at the hospital. His connaction with
Karapatnitsky need not be developed since it has been established

that Xarapatnitsky had no recollection of SQElng Oswald at the
hospital.
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. " In Lee Borvey Oswald's "Bietoric Diary™ the entry fod
Cotober 26, 1959, reads =8 follows: ‘ A 9

" win elderly fmerican in the hospital grows suspiclous ,
about me for somé reason, perhaps because at the Exbassy I told I st
hin I had not registered as nost tourists and L em in general
evasive sbout my presence in Moscow and in the bospital.”

Tre Iistoric Dlary nlso notes that ke vas freguently visited
by his Iotowrist gulde, Rima Shirckova. She was described in 1939 Ee
as blond, 5'2", 120 pounds, single, atiractlive and able to spsak *
excellent English. Toe bospital in vhich Osvald says hie was being
treated was the Botkinkeym Hospital in loscow. He vas being " _
treated for a self-inflicted vound on the lefi wrist., He was ; ‘
confined froa Octover 21 1o October 23, 1959. Tne firstiwo or s
three deys were spent in the "psychiatric ward” and itbe remainder
in the "sempatic department.” *

A previous request to the Department of State as to vhether
1% hed any record of who this "elderly fmerdcen” in Osupld's vard

might have bean drew the enswer that no records of pay American in

ike hospital at the time existed. Very recenily, however, ine i
Depertment of State was discoversd that such records o exist. | .

W, Dovid Slawson of our siaff bas alreedy spoken with
Inspector Thomss Xelley ebout this matter and hss handed to Mr.
Kellsy the Depariment of State's passport files on k. Williem
Edgerton Morehouse, Jr., and Me. Walder BDoris Kor-petaitsky. . ——
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It s our andorstanding thad ina Zervice kos sirsedy exea stzos o

follow~-ip on ¥r- 1opeborse and De. Hortin zrd hos Lopt W, Lowscon
jncorzed of Asyelopmentd LoErs. Tnspector K2lloy naa aiated that

follow-up Cnt ¥r. mwﬁmihw will bogdn inmediately. - ] ‘ -

hg alresidty stated o Togpector Xzllay, the Cesmisalon 18
gnierestad do W02 ~arvice trying 1o lowale shmpe men obd quastion
{hem on wWheihey they ever BowW 1o2 Tarvey Oswald in +ha hespital
at thot tlze and, 17 56, uhnt detalls they can yomasber about him
ond the persons with kis. 17 they cannot reweioer baving seun ’
Ossnld, we oxre interestod in vhether they can furnish tha s
of other fmericans uwbo ware in the bospital ot uml 1ime who a0 -
twn oy bave go=n Comaid. :

Sincerely,

J. 1o yankin
- Conernl Crumsel

\ emm————
T

—r




