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¥r. Robert 0. Soff, FOIA/PA Officer Rte 12, Frederick, Hd, 21701
U.S.3ecret Service 10/22/76
office of the Director
Washington, D.C.
Dexr Mr. Goff,

Tour letter dated Oatober 15 reachsd me today, with the enclosure you attribute
to the State Department. Yesterday 1 received a madling from the Apoldves. I then wrote
them and included coples %0 you in what X sailed you.
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exeroise my PA rights to the csrreet defemstory records such as this.
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I wAll not tske time for full comment on this 12/15/54 report, iy purposes are the
correcting of error under Ph.
On the firat page, although it is of 1little consequeace noW, there is SA Griffith's

op.tnion(youud:mm-o) that my "farm is strewn with debris and is very unkempt
looking..." What would you expeot with construction going on? When ¥r, Griffith came,



SR AR FENI T L

L SRR LR fant AR o 2

if zy memory is correct after 22 years, late on a Jaturdsy afternoon, I was covered on
the upper half with sewdust and the lower half with chicken manure. I had been working
on a bullding with a aeighbor who was a + Wiateover your agent bad in mind by
*dodris," I have no yeason to beliswe that he faniliar with poultry equipment or
othar items of farm usefulness. It was customary to eleanse poultry equipment by exposing
the individual parts to sun and rain in addition to chomical sanitising, Olds and ends of
metal, like parts of fecdars, waterers and nests, may well have sppesred "ugept" to
your agent or to have been "debris” when they were in fact norsal farm eguipment, With
construction work godng ou - and I was then salar, the main ham-house and expaunding
brooding and pacity « inasvitebly I had * of various kinds strewn where
converdent for use d¢inposels I hed what may have apoeared to be meaningless, rsnge
shelters, in the pasture. I had what msy have looksd like junk dut wea chutes for the
woving of canorete and means of spreafing and amcothing that conorete. But by any
standard, inoluding that of the University of % ryland, my poultyy vas exceptionally
well-icept under sanitary conditicum.l am addresaing more than wocirscy. I am addressing
your agent's coumpetence to offer even an opinion that makes & reocrd prejudicial to mee

At the top of page 2, again depsnding on memory, you have masked a name you had to
know I knew, “se Donovan,

Thers is more poison on this page even for the paranoia of that period, I like the
language "persistent odium of comumistis affilistions™ when there i3 pot g ningle ong
for ms and consumer-type groups enly for my wife, As of then I am fairly certsin my
membarahips or “affiliaticas” were limited to the Newapaper Guild and the recognized
AFL govermment-employees union. Since ihen I have been a menber of argioultural coopera=
tines and the American Aoademy of Folicial and Soucial Sciences only. How “odious™ can
I be? Or “commmistic,” especially for that period, when the Voioce of Anerica used me
and the State Deparikent asked ms to go to Russia to teach them how to raige belér
ohtokens after what is yeferred to later in this memo? :

Conmmerisn may have besn comaunistics $o the police and authoritarisn minds of that
era, Today Relph Nader is a national symbol, = folk hero.

"ir., Veisherg was allegedly dropped from the LaFollette Senate Investigw Cam~
mitos for leaking news (sic) to the Daily Worker and for (unspecified snd fAlsa) other
queationadble cendust,™

"Allegedly™ is the one ascwwey im all of this, If your sgemt had made anything
like the §ind of investigation required when the safety of the Presidemt and an eatire
apstan of society ave at stake you would bave know that I was them the comeittee's
editor vhose responsibility ves limitad to the blig end published resorxd of that
semxittse's publig hearing and reports filed with the Semate. I had no mecrets, I
leaked neno, if I wonld have I could not, and i% was not the Daily worker, either,

It vas a news service and the whole thing was contrived becauss with the most anti-
conmunist zan I have ever know, the legislative repressntaive of that notarious "réd”
TN president John Levis, I lobhded through the Senate an extension of that cosmittee's
1ife over Ls Follette's objection. Now if you want to know how “comumiet®™ this was,
you ¢can read Jobn Steindeck's Grapes of Niwth, wiich covers the smmw ground as that
comndttee's investisation of migratory workers. (F.3.~ the then President's wife was
for it.Jut maybe the "odimm of commundistic sffilaitions followed" her to you twpes?)

"y, Weisberg was reputedly a close friend of Vito Marceatonio, the notoriously
radical reprosentative frem New York City." The part about friendship is trus. That
"notoriously redicalf" opdnion is a reflection of basmic police-mind aversion to rep-
resentative soclety. The lats Mr. “arcantonio was th: first man in the history of this
country to win the primaries of all three major parties in his comstituency, He was
shead of most of us in some wayw, like s egpousal of what some still consider redical,
1ike equal opportunity. I drove him to see ‘resident Roosevelt the day the Fresident offered
ha a "deal" he acoepted on fair employecnt practises, a bill he sponsoreds In fact I
drove Mn to see Mr. Roosevelt on several occaslons, others having to do with the Presidemi's
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desires having nothing to do with "cessmunistic afiilistions.® (¥ew York 4id not have its
omdiplmtienhti.omdminathntmhutitdid!uwamphﬁawumm
President's wife 4id have political enemies.)

On page 5 there is a reference to the Un-American commiitee having been consulted
ghtut me, It is alleged that a copy of a repért is atiched, ;t is not and 1'd like it.
1 s reascnably confident it will not be produced becsuse I got thatl conmitten's agent
convicted ok two felonles. Howevery when I was writing a bock sbout the lste ¥r, Dies
and his comsittes, ke did try to frams ne, with the conviction ¢of his fink resuiting.
Do you cansider that an "odim"™ atiaches to me after the Congress kx cave to the same
eonclusions I did, albedt scmevhat leter? But hov faithful is this report when it
totally suppressed thet? It is a metter of court recorde

"My, Weigberg vas alao dropced from the State Department in 1947 as a security
risk,"(page 2) Ia this why I find on pese 5 that this is repeated byt en page & that
it says of "the State “epartwent Security Section" that “they had no file on #r, Weisberg"?

Do you people peyer ask yourselves gny quastiona?

it 13 hore that your report says the PEI has "a comprehensive report” on my wifie and

me, and she is this dasergous subversive. Well, 1'll bet that tt s report, alzo not
provided ky you or Sjate of the Pl about a year sfier my request, does not include

the fact that Mr. Hoover, the founding fsther of the FHI, sent my wife a bottls of
Cherry Heoring one might at dinner ¥ime. Tup, he was in 2aspociation” with dangerous
people.énd during the war, too. I was off in the Army. Hr. Barcanténio had taken my

wifs to dinner at Harvey's, next to the Meyflower. ind Nr. Hoover 4id extemd this
courtesy, what else when xy wife was with that “"potoricusly redical repwesentative,”
alected end re-slacted, that ise

_ Itiunotonlyonthﬁ.spagothntlmme@dtoh”amdml,adummi.n}.“
Hgre and elsewbere 1% is atiribated to my Meigbbors.” ¥ell, it was not only them. 1t
mwmofwuhﬁmmmttmmwhmalmtheenl;romafthoi’cm
than 100 who had gobe %0 colloge. Enlighteament is not always welcoue. 1 was indeed,
from the tone and content of this report, am authentic radical. It evolved arownd =y
being a volinteer firemsn. I fostered the most conmunistic of {nnovations. They were not
mloombythcbunaucmythatmﬂlt—ﬂnmtmhbemnototti«inthttfire
deperiment, Tiis rediceliss of =dre ocnsiated of opposing that bureanoresy in its
attachmmttoanoumtedm-t.&nddnm‘aujmwofm.mtowmtoct’v:lel.
mwmummmmn.mmm,m”mmmmuomm
"md.'ablooaprogru,mdomm”-u”mitmm'muﬁon'uthm
"Red Cross.” Wiy 1 even gave my wi own Bloof (read red) and have all those wiliing blood=-
demtmmwmtmmmmummm.mmm
doctor ia that communltye

Y

(m poge 3 1 would "welcome the opport{nity to be a purveyor to the White House and
will oee this status to enhanoe his commercial premtige.” This no doudbt explains why in
all the literatsre I printsd I never mmm used President Bisen hower's lsotters und those
of his secretary; never asked to be a purveyor; and refused to go to the White House
to be photographed with tho President whenl was told that ploture would be distriduted
by the White ouse. fhere are other similar refersnces elsewhere. They are fixxex false.
The fact is that thers are few secrets in a susl) community. Nrs. Dalles' secretary
customarily od me while I was dressing the poultry I would deliveryxthe next day and
gy employcs {(naxos xesked as though I 4id not know then) could not but overhear this and
my directions to them to mect the Bulleses desires.

Here you do say what is not the fact from what 1 have been provided, that the
FIX report "sacompanies this report.” (Page 3)

At the bottom of this page you mask the name of my wife's cousin, naturally uninown
to me," helps My, Welsberg in the outidde work of feading and caring for
his chickens.” .
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On page 4 I kept the chicks I obtained from Wisconisn "in fncubators until they sre
sufficlently matured." "Hatured® is hardly the word. Over-ripe would be far shork, In no=
tize flat they have stunk to high Hecven., Incubators are for hatching, not rearing, ind
strange as it nay mesm, once hatolsd they kad to be fed. in fnoudators?

On p-ge 5 your people cen't even desoribe a Seaate comrittoe, I was not in any "ine
vestigative Branch” of the one L served. it hed ne such thing.

Here 1 also am oreditad with & "brief »ilitary se=vice?"Even uy htospialization of
about four months I woulil not oeomsider “brisf.™ And I did not &vo myself the medical
discharge, strange as this uay seem to the Searct Servioce. e imy did,

After this, it mays, I “entered the State Uepartment and was employed by them as
a Ha Mm“ﬂou.ldﬁmthukinmdldidmtapm.lmtmsforodvith
that ;mdt of intelligence that was trenaferred. but you did go a litils Uit fast. I was
dscorated. How did your impartial agents miss that?

How also did they misz my criminal 11fe? X did violats a law. It oan t be that this
mizaing Fil report missed that. 1 was an uwregistored British agent = pfiSr the Kasi-
Soviet pact and Before the attack on Fearl Earbor. "Odiun® indeed!

IN b

Theftop of Page 6 is trfly contesptible, no doubt sccouny for the masking of the
botiom of Fego 5. The faot {a that when & lived in Vashingon it 15 I who went to Hyatts-
tomn from Washington every Saturday night to see to it that my motherwine=low and tha aged
father for whom sho cered wero provided with gorceries, which I paid for; and that in need
they had medical care, This mym was ny regular vractise {rom belfore xy wife and I were
married. “t continued wntdl I want into the Army, when my wife did it., When she was not
engaged in other such subversive activities as spending nights after her regular work
typing lstters home for those mulidwmwxw soldiers wio could not write or whose injuries
prevented it. Ky vife's grandfather, a retired builder, regarded me as so much of a
"radical" that he let ne bave his eantique toole, not his sons or his grandsons, If you
mat to see sove of Mis wooden carpentry toods, be my guest.

Well, we are almost at the eud 6f this obsoenity. And what do we £inf7 That there
is “no derwgatory information concerning Mr. Weisberg" in the police, Civil Service and
other files. It does not report an exiating police recond, of ny volu:tary registering
of a pistol. Ihis I can undevhsard, It would diminigh that bit about my wife's family
considering me 80 "radical.” That pistol, shich you way xawine shoudd it interet you,
is a functponing collector's item from my wife's grandfather to me.

On sven the last page I find reason to wonder why 80 many Presidents have survived
Secret Service jrotection. It was unabls to get oven the girplest fact straight in ite
veport on my marketinge In practise my frozen supply, still fresh, was a reserve to
aspure that X could supply any demand. My demand ranged from birds as small as 3/4 1be.
to 10 1bs, for waterfowl nature assured would be soasonal, snd for capons, including the
surgical, which this report eliminates. As the norm what I dolivarsed on ¥Wodneadays was
80 fresh it was alive Tuemday mornings. It was not poasible to have every size available
every weck, This was tie main reeson for my reserve nt the Southern Sintes locker plant,
I also had & reserve at hows in my own freesers, also not mentioned in this definitive
inquiry ou which the life of the pruaident could hange ind the anly tive I permitted
anyons access to my lockers was when Ry customers' neuda did not coincide with =y delie-
veries, Bven thea it was fum & rarity.

I do want this in rectification of the mg%mdmas of thias "report" wherever it
pay be filed, az your records should shox if you keep records. I solivit auy factual
challengz of any of my reprosontations.

1 also solicit an exprsssion of decent human emotion, of shame that sucii sccret
and baseless defauations can plaguc the innecent. aftor ail thees yearsl I also weat you
to know tust while I do not want to join the Secret Service in a sult if you have not
colaplied with wy perfectly propsr rsguest befors wy lawyer can file an setion I will joia
the Zecret 3ervice in it, Sincercly, Harold Weisberg



