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2/17/70

Mr, James J, Rowley, Pirector
V.B.3acret Service
Washington, D.Co

Dear ¥Mr. Rowley,

1 sm spxicus to awid the inordinate and unnedessary delsys various
sgencles of the govermment find it possible to plece in the path of my investigs-
tion of the assessinetion of President Kennedy ond its investigetion. Believimg
there has been odeguate %ime for response %o thesimple request of my letter of
two waeks ago, I write you further about this end other matters slresdy the
subject of correspondence betwesen us, Believing it s $o the ipberest of both of
us, I also teke the liderty of suzgesting that you obtain end resd for yourself
e smsll govermmcnt document entitled "Astorney Genersl's Memorendum on the FPublie
Informetion Seotion of the Administresive Progedure Aot". It wee issusd by the
Department of Justice in 1967, One need not be a lawyer to understend most of ihis,
especizlly the adcompenying statements by the Preeident and the Attorney General.

On several occasions I referred to this law, inveriebly witbout responae
from you. This law &oes relate to you and your sgency. Whyls the last thing I weat
to do ie invoke 1t in court 23 {t relates to the Seoret Seivice, as 1 have on a
nunmte » of ocessions indiceted, Lf this Vecomes necessery, I will. Becsuse I believe
the Secret Servics wes not responsible for the Presideni's ssssasination and because
» full eiring of much of this metter im court would be something employess and execu—
tives of the Seoret Service would naver forget, I would like to avoid what 1 believe
will be hurt to them, their reputations asnd their fmilies. What I am reslly asking
of you is that you do not foree thias upon me as dhe only remsining course of action.
I sm asking thet you do what 1s required of you, with sn end $o deceptions, misrep-
regentations and the asasorted evesions end stallings thet have charactierized your
responses {snd feilures %o respond) ta the propsr inquiries 1 huve mede.

Hoping, if you are not #smilier with £¢, shet 1t will facilitete your »
understending that the law doss relate to you 4nd without equiwocetion, I here enclose
8 photocopy of the top of pege 24 of the cited memorsddum, On t+ I nsve marked three
consecutive sentences. In this comnection, * belisve the egency of "paramount’ inter-
est with regard to the evidence I nave asied of you is the Secret Service. In each
sase, you obiained 1t, If my belief $s wrong, you sre then required ¢o consuli with
whatever agency you belisve has this peremount interest, If there 1s such aun sgemcy,
in possession of that whioh 1 seek from you, it is thereaf's r required to regard
the request addrsased to you es sddressed to it., In no single cese hea $his sver
happened. Furthemmors, you are supposed to "avoid encumbe ring" my "path with pro-
cedursl obstacles”,

On the other hend, I bave offered you access %o some of the infoymation
I have developed. This is & demonstration of my willingness to trust you, deepite
the unfortunately cleer recoxrd of this correspondence. Itnia mlso acknolwedgement
of my belief that your egency has psrsmount intereat in the protection of the Preesi-
dent and a willingness to believe you can teke tuis seriously,



I do mot here review the entire record of our correspondence, snd I do
hope you will have this done, to the end that there be a proper response to every
proper guestion I have asked of you and request if Have mede of you. If you find
eny improper, I would welcome you specifying ite. Here I go back only to last
summer, & relatively brief intervel. So we cen better understand esch other erd
you cen understand my use of some of the foregoing language, I begin W th two
quotations from your leiter of August 23, 1968:

»_ ..the Secret Service had no information pertaining to the essassination
of President Kemnedy which wes not furnished %o tbe Commission end its staff,"

"The Secret Service has po informetion, reports or nidonéo pertaining
$0 the amssssination of President Kennedy waich was not turned over to the Netional
Archives as directed by the Attorney Cenersl®,

Neither of these im & correct statement. If you dispute this, as I am
confident you will not, I will copy end send you the Searet Servics proof.

My most recent request, dated Februery 4 and really a renewsl of an
ssrlisr request, illustrates this, You had and should asill have certain still
plctures, the number of which is recorded in investigetive reporte in my possession,
All of these were not given to the Commission. I have asked %o see them. Is there
sny legal or proper reason for refusing this request? Wiy, then, the delay thet in
itself is contrery to the lav and its spirit? To mebe this emsler for you snd to
save time, I have offered to travel to your office for this purpose.

On Jamuary 27 I ssked for access to the documen$s of various kinds, the
records relating to the original obtsining of this film. In tbis letter I elso re-
newed my freguent requests for anewers to the unenswered questions end for access
%o the withheld evidence that cannot properly be withheld and 1ls.

_ In my three preceeding letters, dated December 9 and 7 end November 24,
1969, I hsd alse repeated thess ssms reguests. The December 7 letter slso protested
the meaninglessness of the Secret Service letter of November 24. The November 24
letter asked what was done whth the receipts for the sutopsy evidence, Here I repest
what seems like a rether transparent device for evasion, Mr., Kelhkey signing for
Protective Fesearch snd saying whet I seek is not in those files. My requests have
psver been of any one part of your agency but have been addressed to the agency, wiere
the $hings I seek must exist or where there must be records of what disposition wes ’
mede of snym of them. If they are not in PR filee, thet is irrelevent snd immeterial,
Here I further nots insdsquate or unmade response to my inquiries ebout the receipt
by the FEI for & "missle” Nemoved from the President's body. This could have beesn
what the Panel Report described as an "unidentified structure" in the brabog or a
6.fum bullet fragment in the beck of the head. And I ask for all records of each of
these things, or originels if you have them, copies if you de not, pictures if they
were made, snd disposition mede of the objects themspelves, You will recall that whem
your agents left the hospitel they took everything with them.

My August 8 letter esked for response to that of earlier date, points out
there had been no meeningful respomse, protests misreprssentation ebout the death
gertificate end the alteration of the substitute misrepresented as this death certift-
@ate. As we both know, you had what I asked for. You bad also written ms August &
that yéu "find no copy of the most mortem authorization”, presumesbly, from the
panner of signing, in PR files only. I renew my request for this, not in PR flles but
in any Secret Files, with the copy to be mede frum the originel or, if that 1s not
poeaible, from the best copy you have with the records of dispoeltion of the originel



and any end all related papers or recorde of any kind.

My letters of July 31 snd 14 are emong those in which I esked for what
is required if I em %o comply with the requirements of the regulations in invoking
the Freedom of Information Aat. As X have seld, I'd prefer not to have o do this,
But you did not aeomply with that request, which seems pretty contemptucus of the
lew end the expressed will and intent of Congress. Here I alec raguested a sopy of
the so-celled "memorandum of Trensfer" cited 4in the Penel Repors, of tue Secret
Soi_g_gce gopy, not that given the Kennedy estete. Referring me to the Archives en

8, kmowing they would sey the copy they heve is that of the estate, Lm & shabby
dovice at dest, So, I remew my reguest for the Secret Service copy and sng and all
relevant records. I have sent jou theprppf your interest Isre is the "parsmount®
interest, which is o ntrolling,

As we bBoth know, this record, extending over a period of about s half
year, i1s not unusual. It 1is entirely consistent with the total record. I hope it
will not becoms necessary for me to reconstruct the entire record in this msamner,
thus redusing 14 to immediately-svaileble and quite comprehensible form, to remein
in goversment files and mine, or to wind up as a record in an erchive in a major
university or as a sumuery iz my own writing.

12 any of this presents eny problsms of which X mey not be cognizent,
or 1f for eny other reasen you want to discuas this with me, you need only tell
me. In olosing, I remind you I have not forgotten my offer to send you a liat &t
whst you bhave made svailable to sycophantic writers end deny me. Agein, I hope 1%
will not be necessary te maeke such a record.

Sinéarely,

Herold Welsberg



