
FebruarY 13, 19691 

MEMORANDUM FOR FILE - CO-2-34030 

At 2:30 p.m., February 12, 1969, at th
e request of Mr. Harry 

R. Van Cleve, Jr., General Counsel, Ge
neral Services Administration, 

the following persons met in the Direc
tor's Conference Room at 1800 

% Street, R.N.: Assistant Director Kel
ley, Assistant Director 

Peterson, Legal Counsel Robert Goff, S
pecial Agent.in Charge John 	- 

Parker, Harry.Van Cleve,. GSA,:jamesB.
 Rhoads, Archivist of the United 

States, Dudley Chapman, Office of the 
Legal Counsel, Department of  

Justice, and ByrOn E. Hardingi.Associa
te General Counsel, GSA. 

, - 
-AV, Van Cleve outlined•theprobleM he 

wished to discuss'.' stating— 

that some weeks ago, at the request of
 the,Attorney General of the 

.United States, a panel of,physicians 
reviewedthe autopsy slides 

made by the physicians at the N4val Ho
spital relative to the assassin- 

ation of the late President Kennedy. 	
their report, which Was made 

a matter of public record, they, mentioned,. 
	the material they 

examined was furnished to them hy the 
Archivist of the United'Statesu  

and-was includeCon an inventorylistW
hich accompanied the letter.  

from Pr, aeorge C. Burkley to Mrs. Lincoln,
 dated April, 26, 1965, 

mr. yan Cleve stated that this was 4.g
ratuitous statement made by the 

doctors and it would have been:so:much
 liOter,if they had merely 

indicated what,materialtheY nadexamin
ed.'- 

Mr. Van CleVe then went on. to explain. 
that at'some unspecified 

date there was placed in a pin at the 
Archives a qUantity of material 

in sealed cardboard boxep and a locked
 foot 	This material 

was 	froMjhe Kennedy offices, 
presumably fromJirp. 

SubseqUently, im.Octol)er,:l966, the,fa
mily of. thelate President. 

Kennedy made a. gift to the United 'Stat
es*of certain specified. artioles 

which 'were furtherdeseribedin the let
ter to Lawson B,-;Knott,-Jr.., 

• Administrator OfGeneralf.Servic
es,. from::Butke.Marshall on behalf-or.

 
• .•  

the,,'Execatoro 
,
heEkt.e„te.....0citin,‘Webr.ke4y • dated. O

ctOber:29  

•A The articles to. A?e giVen'to theA
rcfiiViSewere in the sealed boxes • 

rand the'foot.lOcker mentioned a
bovend when theArchivist. took 

Possession ofan4 .openect these, containers'a.care
fulinventory of the -:, 

contents was made. H. A,key tothe
 footjocker was prodUcedby Angela 

• ...M.-NOvello,.SeeratarY.to.§enator,
RobertY.', Kennedy.-  Whenth

p toot 

lOdker Was'opened, it'was found to cont
ain articles No.. 1 through 

.listed on the inventory prepared.:byr
;:Burkley on April 26,.1965. 

• 

A: careful search was made in the Archi
ves to ascertain what.  . 	 . 

happened to the articles described 
in ItervNo. 9 of Dr. Burkley's 

inventory and they cannot be,found in 
the Archives., 



' Mr.. Van CleVe is concerned th
at writers like Weisberg or'Mark

 

Lane, when they learned that suc
h an inventory existed, would de

mand 

to see the inventory and items 
covered by it. He indicated .tha

t he 

saw no legal reason how the exi
stence of this inventory could 

be kept 

from writers of this kind, and 
that when they learned of the i

nventory 

and then learned that some of t
he items on the inventory were 

not in 

the possession of. the Archives,
 that this would lead to all sor

ts of 

Speculation And accusation that
 the government was not being p

erfectly 

frank and open in handling this
 matter, and that it was furthe

r proof 

of the various conspiracies.  wh
ich these writers are alleging s

urround 

-the assassination of President
 Kennedy. It is our opinion .al

so that 

this is . -a distinct possibility.
 	. 

There was a discussion concerni
ng the reference in the invento

ry 

of the complete autopsy protocol
 of President Kennedy (original 

and 

7 cc's) and the fact that we fo
rwarded to the Archivist the or

iginal 

autopsy protocol on October 3, 1
967 (Commission Exhibit No. 387). 

This could raise the question a
bout two original autopsy proto

cols. 

We, of course, were unable to r
esolve this discrepancy since w

e do 

not have access to the paper re
ferred to in Dr. Burkley's inve

ntory. 

We can speculate that what was d
escribed as the original autopsy

 

protocol in the inventory might 
have been another ribbon copy of

 the 

original protocol or that it was
 merely mislabeled, but it does 

give 

an opportunity for writers to d
iscuss the discrepancy. 

I suggested that a source of in
formation concerning the missin

g 

material would be Mrs. Lincoln s
ince our file was well documente

d 

and that all of this material wa
s turned over to Dr. Burkley and

 

receipts obtained, and Dr. Burk
ley turned all of the material 

over 

to Mrs. Lincoln and obtained a 
receipt. Mr. Rhoads appeared to

 be 

reluctant to contact Mrs. Linco
ln and we got the impression th

at they 

had had some difficulties with M
rs. Lincoln in the past. 

I then suggested that Mr. Van C
leve talk to Dr. Burkley. I 

indicated that it wouldin.iurpr
ising‘to-meAf the-~Kennedy,

family„-§. „ 

made any disposition of the mat
erial in question without consul

ting 

Dr. Burkley. Mr. Van Cleve agre
ed that Dr, Burkley should be c

on-

tacted but asked me to contact 
him since neither he nor Dr. Rh

oads 

knew Dr. Burkley and Dr. Burkle
y did not know them. He was con

cerned 

that Dr, Burkley might be r
eluctant to discuss this matter 

with someone 

whom he did not know. I agreed 
to contact Dr. Burkley. 

At 9:00 a.m., February 13, I tal
ked to Dr. Burkley at his home 

at 3507 Preston Court, Chevy Ch
ase, Maryland. Dr. burkley advi

sed 

me that after turning all of thi
s material over to Mrs. Lincoln 

he 



:never saw nor heard anything about its disposition, an
d that he was 

' surprised to hear that it was not with the re
mainder of the material 

he turned over to Mrs. Lincoln. After discussing the pr
oblem,- Dr. 

Burkley offered to call Mrs. Lincoln. He did this in m
y presence:. 

and Mrs. Lincoln told hith that all of the material he t
urned over to . 

her ,was placed in. a trunk or foot locker; that it was l
ocked, and that 

to her knowledge it was never opened nor the contents d
isturbed by 

her. She said, howeveri'that sometime after its receipt
 all of the 

material concerning the:assassination, with which she w
as working, 

was turned over to Angie Novello, Robert Kennedy's Secr
etary. 

(Angela Novello.isaaid to be a secretary to.Mr. Angi
er Biddle.  Duke,. 

Ambassador to Denmark). • 

Dr'. Burkley said that Henry Giordano, former White:House
 driver 

who is known to us, was also an employee of the Kennedy
 family at 

that time and was working with Mrs, Lincoln.  Giordano i
s now a 

Doorkeeper at the U. S.'Senate: . He is under Senator Pa
store's 

patronage, bUtactually works. for Senator.  Kennedy ► s office. It is 

my opinion that Giordano-should not be talked to concer
ning this 

matter.. 

On FebrUary 13,-1 called Harry. Van'Cleve: and advised hi
m of the 

results of the :conversation With Dr;,Burkley,and further 
advised 

him that, in my opinion,:ye'shoUld not cOatact Giordano.
 , He agreed 

with this and stated he felt':thatthelit*ir-ywoUld have to remain 

as it now stands; that perhaps we were borrowing troubl
e in exploring 

it any further„:and - assUred me - that'the,Archivist had made a thoroUgh 

search of all of the' material,. on. 	to.make sure that:the material 

in question had not beeli received by the Archivist at a
nother time 

or under'OthercircumstanceS::: 

4 

6 ( 	.• 	, , 

:Thomal . 
:Assistant. irector (PI) 

TJK/hes 


