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Byrd Knew of Rescue Plan but

By Joanne Omang -
Wsshinzton Post staff Writer

Presuient Carter outlined the secret

hostage rescue plan-in detail to. Sen- -
ate jority. Leader Robert'C. Byrd
(D-W.Va.) last Wednesday, but did not
tell -him the attempt already had be-
ﬁun 13 days before, Byrd said yester-

ay.. .o

. Carter sald he thought chances for
success were “better than 50-50, rea-
sonably good,” Byrd told his regular
news conference.' -

# Byrd advise dCarter . yesterday 0.
come out of the White House and be-
gin oampalgnmg for reelectlon . i
.. Other congressional reaction contin-
-ued mixed. Semate Minority Leader
‘Howard H. Baker Jr. (R-Tenn.) was
4support1ve, saying only that Carter

should have done this a long tlme
‘ago....I'm sorry it failed.”
But others called for congressxonal
probes of both the equipment failure .
that caused the mission to be aborted

- tages, our: concern - for- their “fami

and a posmhle v1olat10n of the 1973

. War Powers Act, whlch requlres presi-

dential consultation ‘with Congress
prior to certam military aotlons. S S
'-,Campalgnmg v:rtually ceased ~in

* Michigan, where Sen. Edward M. Ken-

nedy (D-Mass) and other pres:dential.
challengers - called on emzens to umbe ;

. behind Carter.

“This is the time for us as a natwn
and a people toy stand ‘united,” said.
Republican front-runner ; Ronald_
Reagan. It would he’ inappropriate to W
express any other reactlon now, he:
said. : ¥

Kennedy flew'_baek to Washmg‘ton &
for a briefing on the situation. “What- "
ever our other differences, we are one
nation in our eornmltment to'the o

and our sorrow” for' the:

killed in the rescue a e_m he sau! .
Byrd sa;d he. was- “puzzled™ “that’

Carter had not told hu-n the rescue ef—

fort was under way after havmg in-
vited him to the White House study
for an hour-and-45-minute general dis-
cussion of the Iranian situation,

“I don’t know what his reason was,”
the West Virginia Democrat said. “I
was under the impression it was not
something that was imminent, and
that there would be an opportunity. .
down the road to consult on it.” :

He told the president, Byrd contin-
ued, that it might be wise to delay any

\ covert action until new sanctions and
~support from our European allies had

taken effect. “‘No’ he said, ‘No,
“can’t wait that long,”” Byrd ; related y

Byrd said he had told the president
there should be consultation with “a
minimum number”. of Senate' and
House members from both parties be-
fore any covert action. “I thought
there would be support, and that the

it .

burden would be spread around, and
"that such support in the event of fail-

ure would be comforting,” Byrd said.

e

He did not tth oomultatxon was
required under the ‘War Powers Act
for this kind of mission, however, he
said.

“In my mind [Carter] did not act il-
legally” since the rescue attempt was
‘not intended to take territory, to kill
Iranians or use threats or force
against the government, Byrd said.

Mining Iran’s harbors or blockading
them would definitely require prior
notification under the act, however,
Byrd said. The War Powers Act was
passed in 1973 over President Nixon’s
veto and requires consultation with

Congress before military units are .
sent into most situations that could
require combat, “The verbiage can be
argued,” Byrd said, “but in Splnt and

intent I don't thmk there was any wo- :

lations.”

He said he had received' more deta;l_
on the operation from Carter than

" had so far been revealed elsewhere. “I
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wouldn’t have given it a 50-50 chance
myself, but then I don't know all the
" details,” he said.

He added that in his opinion the
event “demonstrated unequivocally to
the Soviet Umon . . that this coun-
try will act and this. pres1dent will act
and ought not to beé taken lightly.”

He called on Carter to “get out in

" the country and hear what people are
' saying, let ’em hear svhat he's saying”
.and not remain “the hostage of the ay-

_ atollah” by oampalgmng from the .

" Rose Garden. - -
“It's- time to de- secalate tensions
and the president can do this by get-
ting out into the country,” Byrd said.

committees should probe reasons for
the helicopter mechanical failures and
the collision that aborted the rescue
mission. Sen. Frank Church (D-Idaho),
- chairman of the Foreign  Relations
Commiftee,. sa;d he woulcl 1nvest1gate

He added that the Armed Services .

Didn’t K_now It Was Under Way

possible violatlons of the War Powers :
Act. L

However, the Justice Department
said Friday that Attorney General
Benjamin R. Civiletti had advised
Carter during the last 10 days that he
had the power to order-such a mission”
without violating the act. “It took:
place in. an : emergency. -
setting . . . and was consistent with'
the general legislative intent of the
‘War Powers resoluﬂom” a spokesman
said.

Several members of Congress noted
that Carter would have been a hero
had the attempt succeeded: Sens. Clai-
borne Pell (D-R.L.), George McGovern
(D-S.D.) and Alan Cranston (D-Calif.);’
and House Majority Leader Jim-
Wright (D-Tex.). But Rep. Henry S.
Reuss (D-Wis.) was angry: “President -
Carter should now announce that he
is not a candidate for reeléction and
quietly serve out his term without any.
more impulsive actions,” Reuss said..
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