‘This Rescue Attempt ‘Became

Assnclated Press
i F'oltowmg is the text of President

Corter'’s mationally televised address
yesterday on the attempt to rescue

American hostages in Iran:

Late yesterday I canceletl a care-
iuuy planned operation which was un- .
r;gr*way in Iran to position our rescue _

téam for a later withdrawal of Ameri-
¢dfi’hostages who have been held cap-
twe there since Nov. 4.

~Equipment failure.in the rescue hel-
if3%ter made it necessary to end the

- mission. As our team was withdrawing

atter my order to do so two of our
American aircraft collided on.the
ground following a refueling opera-
tion i a remote desert Iocatl.on in
Iran.

“Other lnfdrmat:on ahout thxs Tescue -

'mlssxon will be made available to- the

American people when it is appmprl- .

at >£0 do so. -

~TFhere was no ﬂghtmg There was

np.combat. But to my deep regret, -

eight of the crewmen of the two air- -

craft ‘which -collided were killed and *
: sevgral other Amencans were hurt in

the accident.

“Qur people were 1mmedlate1y air-

' lifted from Tran. Those who were: in-
jlifed have ‘gotten -medical treatment

and’ all” of them are expected to re- .

cover.

“No knewledge of this operatlon by '

any-Iranian officials or authorities
was evident to us-until several hours

after all Americans were w:thdrawn ;

from Iran.

3 -Qurrescue team k:new a.nd I knew' :

that' the operation was certain o be

difticult-and it was certain to be dan--

gErous. We were all convinced that.if

| and: when the rescue -opefation had
[ béef commenced, that. it had an excel-_-:-'

! lémt-chances of success, -

“They “were ' all volunteers They‘

were all highly trained, I met with

their leaders before they went on this’

operation. They knew then what hopes
. of mine and of all Americans they car-
i ried with them. .

: courage of their loved ones- and the

4 sorrow that'T feel persa:umll;)r far their

4 gsacrifice. .

3 7 The mission on which they were in-

\volved was a humanitarian mission. It
. was not directed against Iran. It was
/ot directed againt the people of Iran.
i1t 'Was not undertaken with any feel-
ing of hostility toward Iran or its peo-

.ple It has caused no Iranian casual-
 ties..

" _Planning for this rescue effort be-
gan shortly after our embassy was

. seized, but for a number of reasons I

.To the famllies of. those who dmd"'-

:!/Q‘l%s"/
,{[g,(:/go

waited until now to put those rescue
plans'into effect. | :

To be feasible this complex opera:
, tion had to be the product of intensive

{ planning and intensive training umd Te-

| peated rehearsal.

However, a resolution of this cnsls
through negotiations and with volun-
itary action on the part of Iranian offi-
cials was obviously then, has been and
will be preferable. | ,

_This rescue attempt had to awalt ;
| My judgment that the Iranian authori-
ities-could not or would not resolve
‘ this crisis on their own . initiative.

: -With the steady unraveling of au-
. thority in Iran and the mounitng dan-
.igers that were posed to the safety of
lt‘he hostages themselves and the grow-
:ing tealization that their early release
was highly unlikely, I made a decision
-to commence the rescue operations




. PRESIDENT CARTER

L év. “it was my deelslcin

plans.f This attempt 'becme a neces-
plans . This ‘attempt- became a-neces- .
‘team to undex_'take the rescue’ made it

completely practical. Accordingly, 1
made a decision to set our long devel-
oped plans into operation. .

I ordered this rescue mission pre-
pared in order to safeguard American
lives and protect Americas national

" interests and to reduce the tensions in

the. world that have been caused
among many nations as this- crisxs has

" continued,

. It was my decision to attempt the

-rescue operation.. It' was.my decision

to cancel it when:problems developed
in the placement:of our rescue team
for a future rescue operation. The re-’
sponsibility is fully my own.

In'the aftermath -of the attempt. we

* continue to. hold - the government of

Iran responélble for the safety and for
the early release of the American hos-
tages who have béen held so'long. )

- “The. United States  remains -deter-

mined to bring about their safe re--
‘lease at the' edrliest date possible,

As ‘president, I know that our entire
nation feels the deep gratitude I feel
for the brave men who were prepared
to rescue their fellow Americans- from
captivity.  And as president I also
know- that the nation shares not only

. my disappointment that the rescue ef-

fort could not bé mounted because of
mechanical difficulties but also my

: determlnation to pErsevere ‘and to
. bring all of our. hosl:ages home to free—

dom: .
‘We have beeén disappointed before,
We will not give up in our efforts.’ .
- Throughout this extraordinarily dif-
ﬂcult period we have pursued and will
continue to ‘pursue everypossible ave-
tage. -
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Normal Friday morning erowd o! sightseers qmes up outside the White House :lence. awaiting admission.

In these efforts the support of the,

sin these effortsn the support of the
American people -and of our friends
throughout the world has been a most

; crucial element. That support of other
nations is even more important now.

_We will. seek to continue along with
other nationsand the officials of Iran

el

a prompt resolntion of the crlsis with-
‘out any loss of life and through peace-
ful and diplomatic means. -

.+ Thank you very much. -




