
es O
hnson 
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A
m

erica the G
ulliver 

iced in 
B

y H
aynes Johnson 

W
ashington P

oet Staff W
riter 

W
h

at h
u

rt m
ost ab

ou
t th

e d
eb

acle in
 th

e 
d

esert w
a
s n

o
t th

e fa
ilu

re, o
r ev

en
 th

e 
d

eath
s. W

h
at h

u
rt m

ost is th
at it seem

ed
 so 

frustrating15; fam
iliar. 	

• 	
' 

In the end, 'all-our m
ight and all our proud 

tradition of daring resulted O
nly in reinforc- 

ing our grow
ing •feeling of im

potence. O
nce 

again
 A

m
erica, th

e G
u

lliver of th
e age, w

as 
stu

ck
 in

 th
e san

d
. W

e cou
ld

n
't even

 get th
e 

bodies out., 
 

A
m

erican
s"

 h
ave b

ecom
e accu

stom
ed

 td
  

w
itn

essin
g graA

re even
ts p

layed
 ou

t b
efore 

th
en

t, live an
d

 in
 color over television

, for 
years n

ow
 T

h
ey h

ave also b
ecom

e accu
s-

tom
ed

, sad
lii, n

otto exp
ect th

e h
ap

p
y en

d
 

in
gs m

ost of u
s h

ad
„com

e to believe-w
as an 

A
m

erican's birthrig h
t. W

h
at th

ey aw
ok

e to 
yesterd

ay m
orn

in
g w

as th
e latest act In

 a 
su

ccession
 of even

ts th
at leaves m

ore a feel-
, ing of depression than rage. 
• O

utside the W
hite H

ouse, after the som
ber 

new
s from

 Iran had been given to the people 
b

y th
e' p

resid
en

t, th
e u

su
al lin

es of tou
rists 

form
ed

. In
 oth

er tim
es of crisis—

th
e d

eath
 

of a p
resid

en
t, th

e im
p

en
d

in
g resign

ation
 of 

. one, the sudden attack that m
eans w

ar—
the 

crow
d

s arou
n

d
 th

e E
xecu

tive M
an

sion
 b

e- 
com

e a m
irror of th

e n
ation

, w
h

eth
er ten

se, 
angry, or sorrow

ful. 
B

u
t yesterd

ay, am
on

g th
e tou

rists, th
at  

sense of som
ething extraordinary w

as 
ing.- 
	

- 	
- - 

N
o tight little knots of people stood gazing 

through the iron: W
hitl house.fence, riveted 

on our sym
bol 'of governance. and the - na- 

tional w
ill as in the past, N

o radios bloisem
ed 

-m
ysteriou

sly, h
old

in
g P

eop
le.rigid

 w
h

ile th
e' 

:.serious-  new
s <caree forth. 

A
ll appeared norm

al:; groups-  of ch
ild

reh
 

shouted political sldgans-L
L

"G
o *C

arter,"-and 
‘i'C

ro'lleagan"-4.tat each 
	W

hlle the W
hite 

H
ou

se lIag.k
arre4rit-fu

ll-n
u

t- in
 am

 A
p

ril 
,breeze : .,C

.O
rivereatIO

U
&

W
as m

uted; no strain 
'w

as. evident, 
absence` ot,eiruitien seem

ed to fitthe-, 
occasion

 too, for w
h

at p
eop

le q
u

ietly h
ad

 to 
, 

say ad
d

ed
-  to th

e : feelin
g of -exp

erien
cin

g 
som

ething 411=t6o,  fam
iliar. A

nother painful, 
hum

iliating ieelsetie had - occurred. 
. Joan F

inclW
a teaC

her .  from
 B

edford. H
ills, 

N
.Y

., spoke for m
ore th

an
 h

erself w
h

en
 sh

e 
said 	

.. 	
. 

"
W

e h
eard

 th
e n

ew
s th

is m
orn

in
g at th

e 
cam

psite P
erin on R

oute 1 in M
aryland. W

e 
cou

ld
n

't b
elieve it' W

e w
ere sh

ock
ed

. S
u

r-
p

rised
. It w

asn
't h

is failu
re. It w

as circu
m

-+
 

sta
n

ces. W
e h

a
v
e to

o
 m

u
ch

 --ab
ility an

d
 

h
aven

't b
een

 ab
le to get, It togeth

er. 
"A

ll this m
achinery—

it's 	
glaht w

ith 
h

is h
an

d
s tied

 b
eh

in
d

 h
is k

ack
, stan

d
in

g In ,`. 
fron

t of a P
ip

sq
u

eak
 m

ou
se. A

 crazy, .p
lp

; 
squeak -m

ouie." 
It w

as an .apt m
etaghor—

tbe m
odern,day  

' eq
u

ivalen
t of th

e 'tin
y L

illip
u

tian
s sn

arin
g 

the m
ighty giant w

ith their tangle of threads. 
-, W

e felt th
e sam

ew
ay d

u
rin

g th
e-lon

g years 
-''O

f V
ietnam

 w
hen....all ,our m

odern pow
er and 

vau
n

ted
 m

ilitary tech
n

ology eou
ld

n
't b

last 
aw

ay th
e 'ten

aciou
s 'p

easan
ts b

u
rrow

ed
 in

 
their tunnels and hiding in the jungles. 

E
xp

ression
s of h

u
m

iliation
, d

ep
ression

, 
rem

orse w
ere com

m
onplace across A

m
erica 

yesterd
ay. Joan

 F
in

ch
, th

e teach
er, p

u
t it 

sim
ply: "W

e .just feel -iverir badly." 
• , 	

. 4
 `, 

C
alls' arou

n
d

 th
e cou

n
try . b

rou
gh

t th
ese 

reactions: 
h

ea
rd

 it th
is m

o
rn

in
g
, " sa

id
 F

red
 

S
h

erm
an

, 56, m
an

ager of a fu
rn

itu
re store 

in
 R

ead
in

g P
a w

h
o h

ad
 -organized a sup-

portthe hostage m
arch therelast C

hriatm
as. 

"I",! felt 	
w

ashed'_ out; 
' S

h
erm

an
 said

 "
It'i in

con
ceivab

le th
at w

e'd
 

use a term
 like 'M

echanical' problem
g? 

in
con

ceivab
le th

at w
e'll allow

 'em
 to get 
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away with it. I totally support. the presi-
dent. I feel very bedly,:,but we're not gonne 
break up and bust 'port at the seams'' 

In panhandle, Tex., Geode and tattle 
Eller; like their fellow citizens, had bare-
ly begun another day when their routine 
Was'abattered. 

"I had juit got 'out of bed when I heard -
it on TV," she recalled. "I woke George up 
and said 'I can't belive my eyes, geRtge. 
You look'"  

Her husband,_ a wheat farther, said 
"I think if you're :Bonni,:pvil.,*.i:taid4-03k_- 

could: do it a -lot better. If you're ,gonna, 
_use your elite capability, do its; do it right, 
and get it over With. 

The Ellers,, typically;  engaged In some 
'Prelin*** Po4k-n1911Pins. 	, 

Lcittie: "We.' -inade".our :.mistake In-  the 
beginning by not going- in. It's not '50 hos- 
tages. Its the whole US." 	•• 

George: "It's our 'whole cOuntry and-,..our 
whole image that's being held hostage.": 

But, as always in the-immed(ate first wave 
of reaction to- a, tr,isis, there was • no scope. 
goofing., Americans rallied behind their 
president and struck a: stance of, _national 
unity - 	- 	• r • - - 

Within 10 hours after the president Went 
on national TV, the -Wbite Hetise had re- 
ceived 3,210 calls-  and 1,730 telegrains. They  

';:were overwhelmingly supporfiye—,84 percent 
',Of the callers made- positive -;',:retharke, and 
so did 73 percent. 'of those sending telegrami 

' That is the traditional pattern. 
Some senators, though, reported a more-. 

mixed reaction from their ccinititnentit; 
"Word is that our calls are running  
said a pokesnian forNew York's' Sin. Jacob 
jaiiits, a RepubliCan. EickessiOns of strong 
support there were balanced by people who 
deplored the Use of force.' " ' 	- 
` Ohio Sen..-john Glenn's offices r,sbowed :'a 

_50;50 split. •. 	ran • froni.:"-what 
bumbling foO1-. he 	had to be to try" to `we 
should. support him," : 	- • 	, 

Probably. •si more telling indication of the: 
national Mood came from Sen.• John Tower: 
(R-Tex.).-..11e -found the. volume of rresponse 
to; this latest -,dramatic • news :from Iran not 
'Iliheavy. as _when  the hostages• •were, taken 
nearly six months ago. 

Most Americans would not be surprised at•
that report -it's not.that they care less. They've ". 

that .their surges of hope r 
seem 	be followed by heartbreaking .- 

- -setbacks. 
That charred Ameriean.Wreck,Ve and tow,  • • 

:burned American bodieslying now on the 
'east sands are another .monument. to another 
diaappointinent 	- 	-, • - • 

Staff -writeil.,Nicholar , Lentaths -coatrikatesi7,  
to-this repOit.) , 	 ,;>34•1 


