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By Dorinel Nune's '
“Washington Post Etatt erter
FOB.’I‘ WALTOI\I BEACH Flt.,
April ‘26—When . Jerry Melvin wa]ked

~ into Bt:%bert’s Drugstoré this morning -

businessmen who regu-
é ‘to chiat were svell

nearbtg Hurlburt Field had dig in the
abortive attempt to reséue the’ ‘Ame -
can hostages in Fran. ©
. “Let me tell you something, ”- ne
was’ saymg passionately. “I hope- yvf:

try to'do it again.” “It’s about time;”.

said ‘another. “It’s just too damn bad
that; some of our boys had to die.”
Melvm, the executwe vice president
of the town’s chamber of commerce,
thought a moment. “The one thing

vowll learn here,” he said, “is-that, .

without a doubt everybody in this

town feels the same way as the guys~

around the drugstore tahle. We're sad ¢
that these men_had fo:die,’but. we'e

proud that -something * was “finally”

tried—and our community had some-
thing to do with-it.>-+ - * i

In the seafood restaurants and Su- .

permarkets, in the cheap, lowTise

that five airmen from.

<l of retu-ed mﬂltary,

aplaf'tnienfé \'!.}hére éﬁliste& men live .

and in the fancy resort hotels, every-
.one here was talking about the part .

" that tiny Hurlburt fieldhad. played in

the dramatic rescue effort. And al-
most everyone was callmg for more of
the same. / A

That is in keepmg with ithe charao- ¥

- himself is.a former commander of
- Hurlburt field. B

It was in 1970 when a.n'men from

" Hurlburt carried troops-to Son Tay in |-

North Vietnam for the 'unsuccessful

attempt to rescue prisoners of war be-. ;
lieved to be held there. Only after‘the |-
.commandos ‘stormed:: the prison ‘did. |;

“they find that all-had, been moved. |’
~4We' re*a very tlghtly kmt commu- |
*nity,” -said-- Mayor Bob~ Gates, “and: ",
we'te very. close to Hurlhurt Thert—;s

% N

*.a 'deep sensevof logs “here. T called the |

base commander last night to ask if |
- there was anything the town tould do.
Everyone’s anxious to help those fami-
lies in any way they can.” -
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P

Sunday; April 27,1980 - THE WASHINGTON POST

Associated Press

A mew crew hurries aboard an Air Force Cl41 Starlifter at MecGuire Air
Force Base, N.J. as the old crew leaves. The plane was carrying five injured
American servicemen yesterday from the rescue effort in Iran for treatment

in a Texas hospital,




