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ove P

rom
pts Iranian W

itch H
unt 

B
y W

illiam
 B

ranigin 
W

aabina-toa P
eat Staff W

riter 

::::=
E

IT
R

A
N

—
L

ast M
onth's:failed 'U

.S
. 

stag
e rescu

e m
issio

n
. ap

p
ears to

 b
e 

tilting•  a dom
estic political toll in Iran 

:am
id

 a cro
ssfire o

f h
in

ts an
d

 ch
arg

es 
filial the U

.S
. com

m
andos had Iranian 

:collaborators. 
,in

te
n
tio

n
a
lly

 o
r n

o
t, A

m
e
rid

a
n
 

41-atem
enst seeking to explain and jus-

0
 the m

ission in Its tragic afterm
ath 

-X
lave had the effect of arousing Irani-

An 
su

sp
icio

n
s o

f each
 o

th
er. S

o
m

e 
len

s n
o

w
 fear th

at th
e attem

p
ted

 
rescu

e. m
ay

 resu
lt in

 a w
itch

 h
u
n

t 
against W

ester-oriented dissidents on 
ch

arg
es o

f b
ein

g
 lin

k
ed

 to
 th

e U
n

ited
 

S
tates. 
In the flurry of dom

estic recrim
ina-

'lio
n

s, co
n

tro
v

ersies h
av

e, sp
ru

n
g

 u
p

 
o

v
er su

ch
 su

b
jects as th

e Iran
ian

 air 
th

ree's strafin
g
 o

f th
e A

m
erican

 air-
craft ab

an
d
o
n
ed

 at th
e d

esert lan
d
in

g
 

site an
d

 th
e p

u
b

licatio
n

 o
f a lo

v
e let-

ter in a T
ehran new

spaper. 
• A

ccusations have surfaced that ele-
m

en
ts o

f th
e Iran

ian
 arm

ed
 fo

rces 
m

ay have cooperated w
ith the reacue  

m
issio

n
. T

h
ere h

av
e b

een
 sig

n
s th

at 
som

e M
oslem

 clerical hardliners m
ay 

try to use the raid to discredit m
oder-

ate secular O
vals. 

If nothing'eIse, leaks in W
ashington 

th
at p

eo
p
le in

 Iran
 W

ere in
v
o
lv

ed
 in

 
th

e rescu
e effo

rt h
av

e co
n
trib

u
ted

 to
 

In
tricate an

d
 im

ag
in

ativ
e co

n
sp

iracy
 

theories. 
P

resid
en

t A
b
o
l ' H

assan
 B

an
i-S

ad
r 

has charged that clashes betw
een left-

ists and rightists on Iranian university 
cam

puses before the m
ission, a w

ave 
of terrorist bom

bings in T
ehran after-

w
ard

 an
d

 th
e co

n
tin

u
in

g
 w

arfare b
e-

tw
een governm

ent forces and K
urdish 

g
u
errillas in

 w
estern

 Iran
 w

ere all 
part of a U

.S
. plot against the Iranian 

revolution. 
• In an apparent attem

pt to m
ake po-

litical cap
ital o

f th
e U

.S
. attem

p
t b

y
 

rally
in

g
 p

u
b

lic su
p

p
o

rt fo
r h

is p
ro

-
gram

s, B
ani-S

adr has charged that the 
g

o
al o

f th
e o

p
eratio

n
 w

as n
o

t to
 res-

cue the A
m

erican hostages but to top-
ple his governm

ent. 
B

an
i-S

ad
r's clerical riv

als, m
ean

-
w

h
ile, seem

 to
 b

e d
raw

in
g
 a b

ead
 o

n
 

som
e leading secular figures by drop- 

p
in

g
 h

in
ts th

at they m
ight have been 

involved in the alleged ,  A
m

erican plot. 
N

o nam
es have been officially m

en-
tioned, although the religious supervi-
sor of Iran's Interior M

inistry, A
yatol-

lah M
oham

m
ed R

eza M
atidavt K

ant, 
h

as said
 th

at fo
u

r' Iran
ian

s an
d

 th
ree 

fo
reig

n
ers h

av
e b

een
 arrested

 so
, far 

in
 co

n
n

ectio
n

 w
ith

 th
e T

eh
ran

 b
o

m
-

bings. 
"S

upposing som
e top nam

es w
ere 

in
v
o
lv

ed
," h

e to
ld

 a T
eh

ran
 n

ew
sp

a-
p
er, "E

v
en

 th
en

 it is n
o
t ad

v
isab

le to
 

m
ak

e th
eir n

am
es p

u
b

lic b
ecau

se o
f 

the country's prevailing situation." 
O

n
e im

m
ed

iate effect o
f th

e U
.S

. 
rescu

e attem
p

t h
as b

een
 to

 m
ak

e Ira-
nians even m

ore w
ary than they have 

lately becom
e about contacts w

ith for-
eigners, especially A

m
ericans. 

"I'm
 afraid

 to
 asso

ciate w
ith

 m
y
 

A
m

erican
 frien

d
s," said

 a U
.S

.-ed
u

-
cated

 Iran
ian

 b
an

k
er. "ju

st th
e fact 

th
at I stu

d
ied

-  in
 th

e S
tates m

ean
s to

 
m

a
n
y
 p

e
o
p
le

 th
a
t P

m
 a

 p
o
te

n
tia

l 
A

m
erican agent." 

A
lso apparently suspect in the w

ave 
of Internal paranoia generated by.the 
U

.S
. rescue m

ission are Iranian m
ili-

tary
 p

erso
n

n
el train

ed
 in

 th
e U

n
ited

 
S

tates or w
ho w

orked w
ith A

m
erican 

technicians or m
ilitary advisers here. 

S
u

sp
icio

n
s th

at Iran
ian

 serv
icem

en
, 

m
ay

 h
av

e co
llab

o
rated

 w
ith

 th
e raid

 
stem

 from
 the U

.S
. team

's evasion of 
Iran

ian
 rad

ar o
n
 th

e flig
h
t to

 th
e d

e?  

sert lan
d

in
g

 'site an
d

 th
e Iran

ian
 at: 

tem
p

t to
 d

estro
y

 th
e U

.S
. aircraft 

so
o

n
 after th

e rescu
e ' effo

rt w
as an

-
nounced by W

ashington. 
A

d
d

in
g

 to
 th

e co
n

tro
v

ersy
 w

as th
e 

d
eath

 o
f an

 'Iran
ian

 R
ev

o
lu

tio
n

ary
 

G
u
ard

 co
m

m
an

d
er w

h
o
 w

as am
o
n
g
 

th
e first to

 arriv
e at th

e lan
d

in
g

 site 
after the A

m
ericans left. 

A
lth

o
u
g
h
 Iran

ian
 o

fficials in
itially

 
said he w

as "m
artyred" w

hile inspect-
in

g
 a b

o
o

b
y

-trap
p

ed
 h

elico
p

ter, ey
e-

w
itn

ess rep
o

rts in
d

icated
 th

at h
e w

as 
k
ille

d
 w

h
e
n
 Ira

n
ia

n
 a

ir fo
rc

e
 F

4
s 

strafed and rocketed the aircraft. 
C

ritics of the strafing have charged 
th

at v
alu

ab
le d

o
cu

m
en

ts an
d

 eq
u

ip
-

m
en

t w
ere d

estro
y
ed

 alo
n
g
 w

ith
 th

e 
aircraft and hinted that this m

ay have 
b

een
 p

art o
f an

 effo
rt to

 su
p

p
ress in

-
form

ation about the A
m

erican plan. 
S

ince then governm
ent and m

ilitary 
o
fficials h

av
e b

een
 at p

ain
s to

 ju
stify

' 
the operation, but no one has directly 
accepted responsibility for ordering it. 

In
 . a lo

cal n
ew

sp
ap

er in
terv

iew
 a 

d
a
y

 a
fte

r th
e
 re

sc
u

e
 m

issio
n

 w
a
s 

aboretd, B
ani-S

adr defended the bom
-

bardm
ent on the grounds that A

m
eri-

can
 tech

n
ician

s h
ad

 in
stalled

 Iran
's 

radar system
 and knew

 how
 to evade 

it if they w
anted to reenter Iran. 

"S
in

ce It w
as v

ery
 lik

ely
 th

at th
e 

U
nited S

tates w
ould ta

k
e

 som
e action 

to
 steal th

ese h
elico

p
ters, th

is o
rd

er 
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Iran Conducts 
Witch Hunt forl 
Collaborators 

susPictorsrs, From A24 	Y.=.4 
was issued," Bani-Sadr explained17 
"The purpose was to put the fielicoP-4 
tern out of action so they couldn't be3 
taken out of Iran." 

Bard-Sades explanation was backed% 
up by the chief of military johlt.t, 
staffs, Maj. Gen. Hadi Shadmehr, who 
claimed that the American comman. 
dos Left a radio transmitter on in ok 
of the helicopters to pinpoint thk', 
landing site for a later attempt to re-73 
trieve the aircraft. 

Asked if senstive U.S. document 
had been destroyed along with the'::, 
V S. helicopters, Bani-Sadr said that If: 
any existed they would not have been: 
damaged "since this operation wazi  
only for putting the helicopters out of 
order." 

However, the commander of the Iral 
nian Air Force, Gen. Amir Bahman: 
Bagherir  told a the newspaper B.,sylianl,  
that the attack an the abandoned helix 
copters had not gone precisely accord-0 
ing to plan. 

"Unfortunately, some sensitive  

areas such as their gasoline tanKs ann 
engines caught fire whem the helieop-,T. 
tars came under Air Fore fire andt-
they were destroyed," he said. He salt;  
one was not damaged at all and could w 
be flown. 

Bagheri said he was appointing 
team to investigate what Kayhanw 
called 'the "suspicious death" of thet 
Revolutionary Guard- commandero, 
who the paper said was rumored to 
have "gained access to the plans ant 
documents on the U.S. military plan." „t 

Suspicions also have been stirred by{ 
publication in the Tehran newspaper 
Bamdad of a love letter addressed tai 
"Arya." Although it can be a man's- 
name, Arya also recalls the deposed: 
shah's title of Aryamehr," meanint",;, 
"light of the Aryans," 

"My Arya, my 'unique, my summit;? 
my glory," said the letter, published;, 
in Bamdad's personal messages ccilm-
u.frin April 30. It asked in conclusio4 
"how should I know when I will OW 
yon?" it was signed, "Sacrificed fii 
you, the red floWer."  

A leaflet distributed by Moslem funy. 
damentalist follOwers of Ayatollah Ru:: 
hollah Khomeini charged that the,-1 
message was a secret code connected 
with a plot against Iran. 

"Simultaneous with the Arriericanc4 
goveTnment's military invasion and 
unsuccessful coup plot, fifth colum-i 
nists and agents of SAVAE, the shags 
s secret police are carrying out 
wave of sabotage, disturbances and 
bombings in Iran against the !slang 
republic," the leaflet said. "An espip,4 
nage role is being played by embassy 
sies and new agencies and local de,: 
voted journalists. This information is 
exchanged through condolence" 
poems, announcements, etc. In codew 
to let their masters know what is go4 
ing on here." 

The broadsheet warned Iranians toi. 
beware of such imperialist tricks and', 
to "play your revolutionary role te.,  
cordingly." 

• 


