A4

: m...:.c.um&_.. May 8, .-wma

| THE a»mmﬂoaoz POST

By William wﬂmEmE
‘Washington Post mpvnu Writer

““"PEHRAN—Last month’s. failed ‘U.S.

ﬁﬁ_ﬁma rescue ‘mission’ appears to be

.nww_un a domestic political toll in Iran
.amid a crossfire of hints and charges

$Hat the U.S. noEkunom had m—.mE.mB.

aoﬂwg_.ﬁo_.u.

uw.m menst seeking to explain and jus-
“tify, the misslon in its tragic aftermath
. have had the effect of arousing Irani-
‘ahs suspicions of each other. Some
: g-nbm now fear that the attempted
rescue. may Tesult in a witch hunt

against Wester-oriented &m&aouﬁm on.

‘charges of being E,—nmﬂ to the cﬁwﬂmﬂ . part of a U.S. plot .wmgﬂm.ﬂ the Iranian

m»wnom.
In the flurry of aoEmwzn Hdﬁ.rswuw.

i

over such subjects as the' Iranian air

force’s strafing of the. American air--

-«¢raft abandoned at the desert landing
_site and the publication of a. Hoqm let-
ter in a Tehran newspaper.

- Accusations have surfaced that ele-.

ments of the Iranian armed forces
‘mdy have cooperated s__:—u..mum rescue

s

mission. There have been signs: that'
some Moslem clerical hardliners may
try to use the raid to discredit Eo.—dﬂ.
ate secular rivals.

If nothing'else, leaks in Emwr_bmﬂon
Ewn people in Iran were involved in
the rescue effort have contributed to
Eﬁnmnm and Imaginative aonmn&.m@

- th .
tentionally or E.r Emigu._ eories

President Abol® Hassan w.ubm.m%_u
has charged that clashes between left-
ists and rightists on Iranian university
campuses before the mission, a wave

of terrorist bombings in Tehran after-

ward and the continuing warfare be-
tween government forces and Kurdish
guerrillas in western Iran were all

revolution.

In an mE.E.osn »Suaﬂ to make po-
EB& capital of the U.S. attempt by
rallying public support for his pro-

- grams, Bani-Sadr has charged that the

goal of the operation was not to res-
cue the American hostages but to top-.
ple his government. -

Bani-Sadr’s clerical rivals, mean-
while, seem to be drawing a bead on
some leading secular figures by drop-

L Esm Eﬁm Em» ‘they Bmmﬁ have ummn

involved in the alleged American plot.
. No names have been officially men-

tioned, although the religious supervi-
sor of Iran’s Interior Ministry, Ayatol-

lah Mohammed Reza Mahdavi Kanij,

foreigners have been arrested so: ‘far
in connection s:& a.s Hm?.g bom-
bings.

“Supposing some top names ﬁmum
involved,” he told a Tehran newspa-
per, ..anu then it is not advisable to
make their names public because of
the country’s prevailing situation,”. -

One immediate effect of the UsS.
rescue attempt has been to make Ira-
nians even more wary than they have

lately become about contacts with for-

eigners, especially Americans.
“I'm afraid to associate with my

ﬁ S. Move —uh.oEEm —E::Eu ﬂ\:or m-::

. gert HE._&bm mzm mun the Iranian at-

-. tempt to destroy Em U.S. aircraft

. soon afterthe rescue’effort was an-

- _has said that four’Iranians and three -

- nounced by Washington.

‘Adding to the controversy was the
death of an “Iranian Revolutionary
Guard commander who was among
the first to arrive at the landing m:m

. aftér the Americans left.

Although Iranian officials Initially

* said he was “martyred” while inspect-

American friends,” said a US.edu-

cated Iranian banker. “Just the fact

" that I studied in the States means to

many people that I'm a potential

~American agent.”
Also apparently suspect in the wave’
_of internal paranoia generated:by the

U.S. rescue mission are Iranian mili-
tary personnel trained in the United

‘States or who worked with American

technicians or military advisers here.
Suspicions that Iranian servicemien,
may have collaborated with the raid

stem from the USS, team’s evasion of -

Iranian radar on the flight to the de:

ing a booby-trapped helicopter, eye-

“witness reports indicated that he was:

killed when. Iranian air force' Fds-
strafed and rocketed the aircraft. |
Critics of the strafing have charged

* that valuable documents and equip-

ment were destroyed along with the
aircraft and hinted that this may have
been part of an effort to0 suppress in-
formation about the Ameriean plan.
Since then government and military

- officials have been at pains to justify’

the operation, but no one has directly

© accepted responsibility for ordering it.

" In.a local newspaper Interview a
day after the .rescue mission was
abioretd, Bani-Sadr defended the bom-

. bardment on the grounds that Ameri-

can technicians had installed Iran’s

- radar system and knew how to evade
-it if they wanted to reenter Iran.

- “Since it was very likely that the
United States would take some action
to steal these helicopters, this order

See SUSPICION, A25, Col. 6
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:c:ras issued,” . Bani- Sadr explained,..g
t;l;eoﬁ:rgfose was to put the helicop-..
action s
. taken out of Iran.” i i b!.f
Bani-Sadr’s explanation was backe;’l:"'
up by the chief.of military Jomt,.
staffs, Maj. Gen. Hadi Shadmehr, who =
claimed that the American cc:unman-?H
- dos left ‘a radio transmitter on in onef;
of the helicopters to pinpoint the«
landing site for a later attempt to re- 2
trieve the aircraft, ; L
- Asked if senstive U.S. documentu!:
had been destroyed along with the#
U S. helicopters, Bani-Sadr said that if“'
any existed they would not have been
damaged “since "this - operation was"
only for puttmg the helicopters out of ¢
-order.”

.. However, the commander of the Ira-
nian Air Force, Gen. Amir Bahman'
Bagheri, told a the newspaper Zi&ayhan‘l

 that the attack on the abandoned heh#
copters had not gone precisely accord-
ing to plan.- : ; Sl

“Unfor1_:una1ft‘el'y., sorile senmtwe,,

L T T
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areas such as their gasoline Tanks anazs
engines caught fire whem the helicop-=
ters came under Air Fore fire and:
they were destroyed,” he said. He said~
one was not damaged at all and couldu-
be flown.

Bagheri said he was appointing a-'
team to investigate what Kayhanz
called ‘the “suspicious death” of the: '

' Revolutionary - Guard- commander,m
who the paper said was rumored toZ
' have “gained access to the plans’ and-c

documents on the U.S. military plan.” £ b

Suspicions also have been stirred by"
publication in the Tehran nwrs,p:aq:;e::«=
Bamdad of a‘fove letter addressed
“Arya” Although it can be a man’s*
name, Arya also recalls the deposed—-.
shah’s title of Aryamehr,” meaning?
- “light of the Aryans.” e

“My Arya, my unique, my summit,ﬂ
my glory,” said the letter, publisheds
in Bamdad’s personal messages col%
umn April 30. It asked in conclusion?

" “how should I know when I will join# .
. you?” it was- sxgned “Sacrificed fo

you, the red flower.” . f‘-‘

A leaflet distributed by Moslem fumn

i damentalist followers of Ayatollah Ru-
hollah Khomeini charged that thervol
message avas a secret code connected;.
with a plot against Iran.

“Simultaneous with the Amerxcam
government’s military invasion and its}
unsuccessful coup’ plot, fifth cqum-q
nists and agents of SAVAK, the shah..
s secret police are carrying out Iad
wave of sabotage, disturbances and:
bombings in Iran against the Islamic:
republic,” the leaflet said. “An esp1a4 ;
nage role is being played by embass
sies and new agencies and local de:=
voted journalists. This information 15-
exchanged - through condolences,q
poems, announcements, etc. In codes
to let their masters know what is go-..
ing on here.” :

_ The broadsheet warned Iranians to«a
beware of such imperialist tricks andg
to “play your revoluuonary role ac-*

cordingl}’ »” i _r

.




