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" Following is -ii i:i‘taview with Black Pan-
ther party chairman

Seale conducted by
_Guardian West Coast writer Art

hﬁmFmCWJd 25. Seale was
munekeﬂd ‘on a variety of

hchdumfduheon—

‘ Alex Rackley, who

a tumcost Party member

o their inmocence. Ina

were 3 rase intended to destroy the

“He looked a little tired,” Goldberg

encounter with Seale in prison,
‘the same enthus- .

hen 1 spoke with him a few days

arrest. In fact, he seemed more

rement people I've met

corner
flash a quick fist

announcement weént out at the United Froat

Against Fascism conference last month that the

National Committees to. Combat Fascism would -
be set up, we wound up with over 100 cities
where white people would be working along
with the Black Panther party to combat fas-
cism. In other _word:, you’d have these commit-
tees—political organizing bureaus of the Black
Panther party—all across the country, in 100
cities, with all kinds of people black and white,
‘working in them,

" Then, it is clear that the Black Panther party

mmmnbhckmople&temtot—

.. wisether they Mm or not<and—
they-widerstand: mbat the.paity is doing. with
its -free breskfast for children progrsm, coifi

munity control of police drive and o&r pro- '

' grams,

The leon ad.mumtrm knows thlt when
“the Bisck Panthér party speaks, black people
listen and many progressive white people and
Wﬂtﬁons listen also. They have seen us
constantly raise the struggle to a higher level
than it has been in recent years and they have
seen.us put the struggle on an organized level.

They have setn that in the first community
‘control of police petition drive which we put
together with the Peace and Freedom pa.rty last’
year, we got 10,000 signatures in fix days in the
black community in Osakland, using only 85
people. We already have community control

" petition drives set up in four cities in the Bay .

Area aldne, in Richmond, Oakland, Berkeley
and San Francisco. That’s why they trumped
up charges on me and on other Panthers in
leadership positions, people like Erika Huggins

and the leadership of the Connecticut chapter .

and Langdon Williams in Colorado.

- Guardian: What about these latest charges?

Seale: Let me say. this. I don’t know Alex
Rackley. I never saw him in Connecticut.
don’t know him, period. As for [police inform--
er] George Sams, it took me a while to
remember who he was and then I remembered
he was known as “Detroit George.” The central
committee kicked him out of the party in April

1968 for stabbm; 2 brother, Mark Johnson, in

“the Jeg. About six weeks later, Stokely Car-

michael came out to Oakiand, and besged me,

literally begged me, to ask the central com-
~mittee to let George Sams back in. This was
‘about a month after the April 1968 shootout. I
semember at the time making the statement
‘that George Sams’ ideology wasn’t together at

all, that the brother didn’t know where, he was
at, but Stokely begged me 30 [ asked the central
.committee to let him back in the party.

We'd also hesrd some rumors about George
Snmshmthcnmebhckrwhtattitudeu

- -Stokeley Carmichael. I don’t; remember soeing

him at all after that, but the brothers informed
me that he had disappeared: for a couple of
months and showed up in Oskland again. Then
twool‘threeweeksbefomlwcnthon-

necticut, Dw:dnrotbncanedupfromour
waYmk office saying George Sams had just
cussed him out-and who was Geotge Sams? We

didnt know what the hell he'was doing in New
'Ymkmtheﬁmmnmy,Gmes;mv
more than likely s -black racist, provacateur
-agent wothn;withthcfedenlpasornome

.oﬂm pig agency.

¥ was invited to Now anen by a student

aoup at Yale. I arrived there between four and

ﬁvemtheaftemoonuay 19. Iutedmwand




- went to my, speaking engagement which was at

ecight or nine in the evening. 1 spoke, left the .

hall, went and got some sleep at a place some-
-one arranged for me and got up emly in the
motning and drove to Kennedy Airport in New
York, where I arrived at eight in the morning. 1
was back in Oakland May 20. They say Alex
~ Rackley was Killed May 21. My probation

* officer, Dave Adams, has the complete records

of all my travel. .~ ..

When [Connecticut Pnnther} Erika Huggins

and I were. going to -the place 1 was speaking,
- she pointed out eight or 10 dudes posing as a
Panther security guatd or something, only they
weren’t Panthers.  Erika was about to be named
. deputy chairman of the Connecticut chapter.
She had “been- sending us reports on how the
brothers there dida’t seem to know the correct
line of the party, It seems this guy Jose Gon-
zales who was running the party theré was an
agent or something. Erika was going to send us
information about him so we could publish it,
with his picture in the Panther paper. That’s
how we deal with agents or suspected agents—
‘publish their pictures in the Panther paper.

As 1 say, Erika worked pretty closely with
the party leadership. She was just getting over
"the death of her husband John, who was killed
by Ron Karenga’s pigs down in Los Angeles.
[Mrs. Hyggins is now in jail on the same charges
as Seale.] So that's what all ;this so-called

" conspiracy and plot is all about. It’s.a frame-up.

Guardian: Will the Panthers develop any new
methods to deal with these types of“drrests?

Seale: Well, if we're viciously attacked at our

homes, we'll defend our doors, just like the-

brothers in Chicago did.

Guardian: Bu't.ho,w wﬁllthe}u-ly continue. -

with el the 10p leadership in jail, exile or on

Seale: This is the way to develop the party.

- We've ‘had all our people go through political -

education classes. We look upon all oui party
| sl ,

- members as leaders, This will make the party
stronger. Once a person has a correct under-

standing of Marxist-Leninist principles, then
goes forth into the community and places those -

principles into action, he is a revolutionary,

Our party workers know hundreds of people‘ ’

in the black community. During the past two
- _months“we’ve had an intense program of send-
ing our people into the community to talk with

black people. And the response has been 999

receptige to thé Black Panther party in homes

in the black community. People-say, “Come on
in. Explain this or that to me.” All our pariy
members function in this way. We serve the
people, and teach by example, moving the.

- struggle‘fron; a lower to a higher level.

Guardian:But aren’t all these attacks threaten-
ing the life of the Black Panther party? .

Seale: I think that attacking us is the biggest
mistake the power structure can make. It is
good for our revolutionary principles to be
attacked. It’s good that they try to paint us as
without any virtues, because when we feed
15,000 kids across the country, the people see
through that kind of propagahda. The people
aren’t stupid. They see through it. They see
how we've beén attacked and murdered and
had our offices broken into. They know that
Bobby Hutton was murdered and Huey P.
Newton was shot and Eldridge Cleaver forced
into exile. And at the same time, the people see
that the party has come up with practical
socialist programs like breakfast for children, .
liberation schools, free health clinics and blac
community information centers. o

Guardian: What about the health clinics? When
will they open? _ ‘ '

Seale: We're-going to epen them five at a time -
in Oakland and San Francisco. We're going to
open five health clinics in Oakland this fall and |
five in San Francisco, two in Richmond and
one over in West Berkeley. The health clinics

- will probably be located in Black Community

Information Centers which we'll be sotting up,
to inform the community. We'll also be setting
up Neighborhood Centers to Combat Fascism.
They’ll probably be located on the edge, be-
‘tween the black and the white community. :
Then we're going to start this clothing drive,
We're going to give free clothing out. to child-

“ren. We're going to ask businessmen to donate

clothing 30 -the kids can have at:least .one
change of clothing-and one pair of shoes and
:  (continued on page 12)
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- Chairman Sesle in Panther office in Berkeley. He was arrested Aug. 19.



