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Selection of Jury to H
ear B

lack P
anther T

rial in N
ew

 H
aven B

ogs D
ow

n at 
B

y JO
SE

PH
 L

E
L

Y
V

E
L

D
 

Special to T
he N

ew
 W

eek T
ides 

N
E

W
 H

A
V

E
N

, J
u

n
e 1

7
=

 
E

fforts to select a ju
ry to h

ear 
th

e ca
se o

f a
 B

la
ck

 P
a

n
th

er 
ch

arged
 in

 th
e k

id
n

ap
p

in
g an

d
 

m
u

rd
er of a fellow

 p
arty m

em
-

ber w
ere at a standstill today. 

T
h

ree p
ro

sp
ectiv

e w
h

ite 
jurors indicated they had m

ade 
u

p
 th

eir m
in

d
 a

s to
 th

e d
e-

fen
d

a
n

t's g
u

ilt, , w
h

ile th
ree 

oth
ers said

 th
ey feared

 retalia-
tion if he w

as convicted. 
A

ll o
f th

e 1
5

 p
ro

sp
ectiv

e 
ju

rors w
h

o took
 th

e stan
d

 on
 

th
e secon

d
 d

ay of th
e trial of 

L
on

n
ie M

cL
u

cas w
ere w

h
ite, 

an
d

 on
ly on

e, a w
om

an
, w

as 
seated. 

She is M
rs. C

lara B
,. K

enney 
of W

alin
gford

, C
on

n
., w

h
o is 

em
p

loyed
 as a b

arten
d

er. S
h

e 
testified

 th
at m

an
y of th

e p
o-

ten
tial ju

rors, in
 con

versation
s 

a
m

o
n

g
 th

em
selv

es, h
a
d

 sa
id

 
th

ey
 w

ere a
fra

id
 o

f rev
en

g
e 

sh
ou

ld
 M

r. M
cL

u
cas b

e fou
n

d
 

gu
ilty. M

rs. K
en

n
ey said

 sh
e 

d
id

 n
ot sh

are th
at fear b

ecau
se 

sh
e h

ad
 several b

lack
 frien

d
s. 

T
h

e seatin
g of M

rs. K
en

n
ey 

rep
resen

ted
 n

o gain
 in

 th
e ef-

fort to fin
d

 12 ju
rors an

d
 fou

r 
altern

ates b
ecau

se on
e of th

e 
tw

o
 ju

ro
rs sea

ted
 y

esterd
a

y
 

w
as excused this m

orning. 
N

icholas J. C
oscia, a 32-year-

o
ld

 electricia
n

 fro
m

 W
a

ter-
b

u
ry, C

on
n

., ap
p

eared
 in

 cou
rt 

in
 an

 agitated
 state an

d
 ask

ed
 

to b
e allow

ed
 to read

 a state-
m

en
t h

e h
a
d

 w
ritten

 o
n

 tw
o
 

little p
ieces o

f p
a

p
er d

u
rin

g
 

b
rea

k
fa

st a
t h

is h
o
m

e. T
h

e 
statem

en
t told

 of a con
versa-

tion
 am

on
g several b

lack
s th

at 
h

e h
ad

 overh
eard

 yesterd
ay on

 
h

is w
ay ou

t of th
e cou

rth
ou

se. 
"

H
o
w

 is L
o
n

n
ie g

o
in

g
 to

 g
et 

a
 fa

ir tria
l w

h
en

 th
ey

 a
re 

p
ick

in
g
 w

h
ite p

eo
p

le o
n

 h
is 

case?"
 on

e of th
e b

lack
s w

as 
reported to have said. 

M
r. C

oscia said he had con- 
clu

d
ed

 th
a

t "
th

e o
n

ly
 	

ayy 

L
on

n
ie can

 get a fair trial in
 

h
is frien

d
s' eyes is b

y h
avin

g 
an all-colored jury." 

H
e a

d
d

ed
 th

a
t h

e w
a
s a

l-
m

ost su
re th

at h
e w

ou
ld

 h
ave 

voted
 for acq

u
ittal b

ecau
se h

e 
th

ou
gh

t th
e w

ay M
r. M

cL
u

cas 
lo

o
k

e
d

 a
t h

im
 y

e
ste

r
d

a
y
 

sh
ow

ed
 th

at th
e d

efen
d

an
t h

ad
 

"
p

len
ty of con

fid
en

ce"
 in

 h
im

. 
"

T
h

is w
as on

e w
h

ite p
erson

 
w

h
o
 w

a
s su

rely
 o

u
t to

 h
elp

 
you

 get a fair trial,"
 h

ep
aid

, 
looking at M

r. M
cL

ucas. "G
ood 

luck and G
od help you." 

S
ta

te's A
tto

rn
ey

 A
rn

o
ld

 
M

a
rk

le co
n

ten
d

ed
 th

a
t th

e 
sta

tem
en

t sh
o
w

ed
 th

a
t M

r. 
C

o
scia

 w
o

u
ld

 n
o

t b
e a

b
le to

 
listen

 to th
e p

rosecu
tion

 case 
w

ith
 an

 op
en

 m
in

d
, an

d
 Ju

d
ge 

H
arold

 M
. M

u
lvey agreed

 an
d

 
excu

sed
 h

im
 from

 th
e p

an
el. 

W
ith

in
 an

 h
ou

r th
e electrician

  w
a
s sea

ted
 o

n
 a

n
o
th

er ju
ry

, 
th

is on
e h

earin
g th

e case of a 
b

lack
m

an
 ch

arged
 w

ith
 assau

lt 
w

ith
 in

ten
t to k

ill. 
M

r. M
cL

ucas is charged w
ith 

k
id

n
a
p

p
in

g
 resu

ltin
g
 in

 th
e 

d
eath

 of A
lex R

ack
ley, a B

lack
 

P
a
n

th
er w

h
o
 w

a
s sh

o
t a

n
d

 
k

illed
 at M

id
d

lefield
, 25 m

iles 
from

 here, on M
ay 21, 1969. 

H
is law

yer, T
heodore I. K

os-
k

off, exercised
 tod

ay th
e first 

th
ree o

f th
e 3

5
 p

re-em
p

to
ry

 
challenges to jurors that he w

ill 
be allow

ed. M
r. M

arkle used one 
gain

at a 22-year-old
 W

om
an

 
rorn

 W
est H

aven
, 

M
rs. 

T
oni 

J
u

d
g

e, w
h

o
 h

a
d

 ex
p

ressed
 

anxiety about retaliation in the 
even

t of a gu
ilty verd

ict an
d

 
doubts -ab

ou
t cap

ital p
u

n
l.sh

-
m

ent. 
T

h
e p

ro
secu

to
r h

a
s a

n
- n

ou
n

ced
 th

at h
e w

ill n
ot seek

 
the death -penalty, but •both he 
an

d
 th

e d
efen

se attorn
eys are 

a
sk

in
g
 ju

ro
rs a

b
o
u

t it, a
p

-
p

aren
tly u

sin
g it as a yard

stick
 

for m
easu

rin
g th

eir in
clin

ation
 

to
 co

n
v

ict. Y
esterd

a
y

 M
r. M

arkle did-not challenge a black 
w

om
an, M

rs. A
lice B

landshaw
, 

w
h

o
 w

a
s sea

ted
 o

n
 th

e ju
ry

 
after saying she opposed capital 
punishm

ent. 
T

h
ree ju

rors w
h

o ask
ed

 to 
b

e ex
cu

sed
 b

eca
u

se o
f th

eir  v
ie

w
s o

f r
e
v

e
n

g
e
 a

ll w
e
r
 

w
o

m
e
n

. O
n

e
 o

f th
e
m

, 
M

rs. S
op

h
ie S

eitz of M
erid

en
, 

C
on

n
., said

 sh
e w

as "
really a 

little scared
"

 b
ecau

se of a con
-

versation am
ong blacks that sh 

overheard yesterday. 


