
By PETER COWEN 
NEW HAVEN, Conn. (AP) --- 

A jury that includes three 
Negroes begins hearing testimo-
ny Tuesday in the trial of one of 
eight Black Panthers charged in 
the slaying of a fellow party 
member 14 months ago. 

The trial of Lonnie McLucas 
is being held separately from 
the rest of the defendants, who 
include Black Panther National 
Chairman Bobby G. Seale. Mc-
Lucas, 24, is an area captain in 
the Panther organization and 
founder of the Panthers' Bridge-
port chapter. The charges 
against him include the capital 
offense of kidnaping resulting in 
death. However, the prosecutor 
has assured defense attorneys 
that he does not intend to seek 
the death penalty. 

FOUND IN RIVER 
MeLucas and the other de-

fendants are charged in connec-
tion with the shooting death of 
Alex Rackley, 24, of New York 
City. Racldey's body was found 
in a shallow river in Middle-
field—about 15 miles from New 
Haven—May 21, 1969. 

Poke contend the Panthers 
began suspecting Rackley was 
an informer after 21 Panthers 
were indicted in New York City 
for allegecliy plotting several 
bombings. The New Haven Pan-
thers abducted Rackley, tor-
tured him and conducted a ken-

' garoo trial, police said, then 
shot him in the head and chest 

. on orders from Seale. 
f The Panthers and their politi-

cal allies, who include a number 
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of White radicals, maintain that 
Rackley was a "member in 
good standing" of the party. 

`PART OF CONSPIRACY' 
Panther attorney Charles R. 

Garry has charged that Rackley 
was murdered by government 
agents. Black Panther Chief of 
Staff David Hilliard recently as-
serted that Rackley was killed 
as part of a conspiracy to "an-
nihilate" the party. 

Fourteen Panthers were origi-
nally indicted in the ease. Two 
were turned over to 	au- 
thorities, end three Others in-
cluding Warren lambro, 35, 
whom police charged with:firing 
the first shot pleaded guilty to 
noncapital charges. 

Another, Frances Carter, 20, 
was jailed on contempt charges 
for refusing to testify against 
the others after being granted 
imutunity. She is out on bond 
pending appeal. 

Of the remaining eight de-
fendants, two are f ghtint extra-
dition from Colorado and the 
other six are in Connecticut 
jails awaiting trial. 

ARRESTED IN UTAH 
McLucas, a native of Wade, 

N.C., was arrested in Salt Lake 
City, Utah, in June 1969 during 
a series of raids on Panther 
headquarters in four cities by 
police and federal agents. He 
waived extracPtion proceedings. 

His case was separated from 
that of the other defendants in 
May by Superior Court Judge 
Harold M. Mulvey, a former 
Connecticut state attorney gen-
eral who is scheduled to preside 
at his trial. Mulvey granted the 
state's request for a separate 
trial of McLucas because of  

statements McLucas gave au-
thorities shortly after his, arrest 
that allegedly implicated the 
other defendants. 

The state's key witness is 
George Sams Jr., 23, who plead-1 
ed guilty in December to see.' 
ond-degree murder in Raciciey's1 
death. Sads has maintained that 
Seale ordered Rackley's execu-
tion, and that McLucas fired the 
second shot at Rackley. 

In the course of, cross examin-
ing Sams during a bail hearing, 
Garry disclosed that Sams had 
spent four years at two New 
York State mental institutions. 
Mulvey ordered a mental exam-
ination for Sams, which con-
cluded last month with the find- 

lag that he was mentally, 
potent to testify. 

Another probable witness for 
the prosecution is Kimbro, w 
pleaded guilty to second-degr: 
murder following two visitkl 
his brother, a Miami policeS 
geant. 	 lIhr7 

Selectioq of the McLuca6) 
took 13 days and required, thk 
questioning of 242 persons,A  
pick the 12 primary jurors ,an 
three alternates. The alternAteg 
are white. 


