
Prosecution R
ests in N

ew
 H

aven T
rial of B

lack Panther 
dead. I didn't tell him

 to shoot tion that he w
as high on m

ars 
Special to T

he W
ashinoton P

oet 

N
E

W
 H

A
V

E
N

, A
ug. 11—

T
he 

p
rosecu

tion
 rested

 its c as e 
against B

lack P
anther L

onnie 
1V

1eC
litteas tod

ay after testi-
m

ony that the defendant acted 
on

 h
is ow

n
 w

h
en

 h
e fired

 a 
second shot into A

lex R
ackley. 

C
onfessed m

urderer G
eorge 

S
am

s Jr., w
h

o claim
s h

e w
as 

ordered to kill R
ackley by na-

tional P
anther officials, told a 

superior court jury,. "I didn't 
ord

er L
on

n
ie to go b

ack
 . 

H
e w

en
t b

ack
 on

 h
is ow

n
. I 

said
 m

ak
e su

re an
d

 see if he's  the m
an." 

H
ow

ever 
Sam

s, th
e last of 

th
e state's 12 w

itn
esses in

 its 
fou

r w
eek

 p
resen

tation
, ad

-
m

itted
 u

n
d

er cross exam
in

a-
tion

, b
y th

e d
efen

se th
at h

e 
had lied to his superiors about 
w

ho had actually killed R
ack-

ley. 
"D

idn't you lie and tell L
an-

d
on

 W
illiam

s you
 sh

ot h
im

 
n

in
e or ten

 tim
es,"

 ask
ed

 at-
torney T

heodore I. K
oskoff. 

"Y
es," Sam

s said. Sam
s also 

adm
itted under cross exam

ine, Juana at the tim
e of the shoot- 

ing. 
S

a
m

s, w
h

o
 h

a
s p

lea
d

ed
 

gu
ilty to secon

d
-d

egree m
u

r-
d

er, testified
 th

at W
illiam

s, a 
n

ation
al P

an
th

er official, re-
layed

 th
e ord

ers to k
ill R

ack
-

ley from
 national party C

hair-
m

an
 B

ob
b

y G
. S

eale. S
am

s is 
th

e on
ly w

itn
ess w

h
o claim

s 
to have overheard Seale giving 
th

e ord
er. W

illiam
s an

d
 S

eale 
are' am

ong the seven P
anthers 

still to b
e tried

. 

T
h

e on
ly oth

er p
rosecu

tion
 

w
itn

ess w
h

om
 S

am
s said

 w
as 

in
 th

e room
 w

h
en

 S
eale gave 

th
e ord

er to "
d

o aw
ay w

ith
"

 
R

ackley w
as W

arren K
im

bro 
w

h
ose ap

artm
en

t served
 as 

local P
an

th
er h

ead
q

u
arters. 

K
im

b
ro, w

h
o lik

e- Sam
s, has 

pleaded guilty to second-degree 
m

urder, testified he w
as asleep 

at th
e tim

e S
eale visited

 h
is 

ap
art/ten

t 
K

im
bro, w

ho adm
itted firing 

th
e first sh

ot in
to th

e b
ack

 of 
R

ack
ley's h

ead
, testified

 th
at th

e first tim
e h

e k
n

ew
 B

eck
-

ley w
as goin

g to b
e k

illed
 w

as 
w

h
en

 S
am

s h
an

d
ed

 h
im

 a .45 
autom

atic and said, "Ice him
, 

that's from
 national." 

A
sk

ed
 if th

ey talk
ed

 ab
ou

t 
th

e d
iscrep

an
cy in

 testim
on

y 
at th

e jail w
h

ere b
oth

 are b
e-

ing held., 
E

arns said K
im

bro 
"

m
ad

e an
 excu

se. H
p

 said
 h

e 
h

ad
 a fam

ily ou
tsid

e."
 

Sam
s, w

ho has adm
itted ar-

guing w
ith Seale in 1967, said 

h
e w

as ou
tsp

ok
en

ly again
st 

party philosophies and as a re- su
it "

I w
as n

ever tru
sted

 b
y 

som
e m

em
b

ers of th
e p

arty 
that w

as under B
obby Seale's 

orientation." 
K

osk
off ask

ed
 w

h
y S

am
s 

h
a

d
 fo

llo
w

ed
 o

rd
ers to

 k
ill 

B
eck

ley even
 th

ou
gh

, accord
-

in
g to h

is ow
n

 testim
on

y, h
e 

didn't believe him
 to be an in-

form
er. 

"
I w

en
t again

st th
e p

arty, 
but that doesn't m

ean I'm
 go-

ing to take m
yself and becom

e 
part of the sw

am
p, too," Sam

s 
said

, referrin
g to th

e sw
am

p
 

w
here R

ackley w
as killed. 
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