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NEW HAVEN, Feb. 7—A
Black Panther charge that one
of its leaders had pleaded guilty
in thé fatal shooting of another
Panther because his brother, a
policemag; had put extreme
pressure on him was labeled
“an unmitigated lie” by the
policeman yesterday.

Sgt. William Kimbro of the
Dade County, Fla. Police De-
. partment is the brother of 35-
~yeat-old Warren Kimbro, who
pleaded -guilty here on Jan, 16
in the slaying of Alex Rackley,
24, who was tortured and killed.
The younger Kimbro said he
had shot the victim in the back
of the head. '

_ Earlier, another man, George
Sams Jr., 23, of Highland Park,
Mich., pleaded guilty of taking
part in ‘the kidnapping and
torture murder in lMid leford,

Conn., last May 21,
_ Presure Is Denied -
Of the 14 persons iri:the
one other has pleaded’ giilty
Three, including the national|
‘Black Panther party chairman;
Bobby G, Seale, are in other
states fighting extradition - tn
Connecticut. DRI
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presure on

I couldn’t do it.”

brother said.

youngsters. .

Ericka Hu

Rackley murder case,

camie East to bury
a.New Haven man.

" Last April,

was not railroaded. There's no
person_ living: who could put
at kid. When he
was 15 years old, I took a strap
to him to keep him in school.

Two years ago, Warren Kim
bro worked with underprivileged
youngsters on the fringe of New
Haven’s black slum. At that
time, he thought black mili-
tancy was ‘“foolishness,” his

But impatience for social
change became anger after
bureaucratic red tape and de-
lays prevented him from “get-
ting what he  wanted" for the

.“He always been hotheaded,”
the brother'said. “He was-hav-
ing domestic troubles, too. And
then he met that girl Ericka.”
ins, now one of
the 14 co-defendants in_ the
is a ) )
prominent Black Panther whose but ‘some of it I can’t write.
husband was killed in a Cali-
-~ fornia gunfight a year ago, re-
: Iportedly over an internal party

.power struggle. She apparently
'met Warren Kimbro when she
her husband,

' Divorea Actlon Stopp;e‘&f“:

court recorgs “would have,
show, . Warren: Kimbro’s .wife,been: killed., He told mé how

each other last—when “Warren
talked about the foolishness of
the militants"—Warren Kimbro
became the head of the New
Haven Black Panther party.

- Four ‘weeks ago, the brothers
met again, this time in a jail
cell where Warren Kimbro was
beéing held. A few days later,
Kimbro appeared in court and
pleaded guilty to second-degree
murder, admitting he had fired
a shot into the head of Mr.
Rackley, who was suspected of
being a police informer.

In two subsequent court ap-

arances, Kimbro insisted that
nis plea was made voluntatily.
“The only pressure on me was
the pressure of my conscience,”
he said. : R

Sergeant Kimbro said his
brother had written to him
from jail on Dec. 21. Te quoted
the letter: “There’s a lot 1
would like to talk to you about,

One thing I will. say.is'1 got
caught up in -something . I
shouldn’t have...” .. . .

On Jan. 10 Sergeant Kimbro
arrived in New Haven. He said|
his brother ‘“‘seemed:. rel}eved
.|and anxious to talk:to.me.”
-1 “He.told me they put.a .gan
in, his hand end jf he h#d not|
fired the ‘shot he would. have

hearings were completed in Jan-|Sylvia, began a.divorce action. thev took Rackley upstairs. ..
uary, cledring the way for. a|Sergeant Kimbro said she tosk|and tied him to a bed dnd then|

trial that may' begin - in ‘thé/the couple’s children and'left
: o o nooioTtheir apartment at 365 Orchérd

egcfibad: Street, which.-had become local

spring.
The Panthers have:de
Sergeant Kimbro as'a “fa
ig” and have charged that Ke
ad visited his brother “and!
applied “extreme pressure” to
get him to' plead guilty.
‘That’s "gn unmitigated lie,”
Sergeant “Kimbro, whe is 50
Years old, said in an interview.

{Panther headquarters,, : .
ack 3 week
the munder] 0 SAK
happened,” and she withdrew his hrothier has gone through:a
her_ divorce action after ‘her|change He went back to: the
husband - pleaded:_guilty, Ser-|Catholic church, serving as. al-

~, “But she wenh.t’,t?a
before this thing

geant Kimbro said.

“He was Jiot innocent and he

i

Sometime in-the two yeéars
since the twa brothers had seen

took ‘my 8-year-old -miece info
the ,i'-pogx Jbecause they wanted
héf‘*'tg rlsmember what «.pig
1ogked like.” NN B
w‘i_nce Warren Kimbro’s con
fession, ,Sergant; Kimbro'§aid,

tar;-boy. in prisep: and- "he
stagpted .taking the Asa,n:t'aqgep.ts

again.”;




