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A
fter reading your A

ug. 7 article 'T
he F

ourth T
ram

p: 
O

sw
ald's L

ost C
eU

rnate and the G
unrunners of D

allas" 
(O

utlook], in w
hich m

y nam
e is m

entioned, I found it to be 
a case of deja vu. I have been involved in the K

ennedy 
assassination investigation since its inception. F

irst, as a 
M

arine officer, I w
as assigned to assist the F

B
I w

hile it a; 
w

as conducting a detailed inquiry into L
ee H

arvey O
s-5 

w
ald

's m
ilitary

 b
ack

g
ro

u
n
d
 at th

e M
arin

e C
o
rp

s A
ir 

Facility, N
ew

 R
iver, N

.C
. 

M
any years later, as F

B
I assistant director in charge of 

crim
inal investigations, it w

as m
y responsibility to follow

 
u
p
 an

d
 tak

e ap
p
ro

p
riate actio

n
 o

n
 th

e fin
d
in

g
s an

d
 

reennunendations of the H
ouse S

elect C
om

m
ittee on 

A
ssassinations. I recom

m
ended to then-D

irector W
illiam

 
W

ehster and the D
epartm

ent of Justice that w
e seek a 

third opinion from
 the N

ational A
cadem

y of S
ciences 

regarding the disputed acoustical evidence of an alleged 
fourth shpt, T

he N
ational A

cadem
y of S

ciences' study 
concurred w

ith the findings of the F
B

I's technical staff 
that there w

as no fourth shot recorded in the questioned 
D

allas Police D
epartm

ent radio tape. 
S

in
ce M

ay
 1

9
9
1
, I h

av
e b

een
 th

e sp
ecial ag

en
t in

 
charge of the F

B
I's D

allas division, and it has been m
y 

responsibility to conduct any additional investigation w
ar-

ranted in the K
ennedy case, as alleged evidence or new

 
docum

ents have been brought to light. For instance, w
hen 

the D
allas P

olite D
epartm

ent records w
ere m

oved from
 

police headquarters to the D
allas C

ity A
rchives, arrest 

records on 'the three tram
ps" w

ere discovered. I ordered 
a search

 fo
r th

ese th
ree in

d
iv

id
u

als. W
e fo

u
n

d
 an

d
 

interview
ed tw

o of the m
en and verified the death of the 

third. O
ur investigation show

ed no link betw
een "the three 

tram
ps" and the K

ennedy assassination. W
e also U

tter- 

view
ed D

r. C
harles C

renshaw
, co-author of the hook 

"JF
K

—
C

oreipiracy of S
ilence," published in 1992, and 

found that he had a m
inuscule role in the treatm

ent of 
P

resident K
ennedy at P

aridand H
ospital and had no 

pertinent facts to add in the case. 
M

uch of w
hat R

ay and M
ary L

a F
ontaine report never 

o
ccu

rred
. A

 rev
iew

 o
f p

u
b

lic orc
: im

ients easily refutts 

m
any key aspects of their story. 
T

he L
a F

ontaines quote John E
lrod in their article as 

saying he had a brief conversation w
ith L

ee H
arvey 

O
sw

ald in the D
allas C

ity Jail late on the afternoon of N
ov. 

22, 1963. A
ccording to the L

a F
ontaines, E

lrod told the 

sam
e story to the F

B
I 30 years ago, in A

ugust 1964. 

B
u
t it w

as a d
ifferen

t sto
ry

 h
e to

ld
 th

e F
B

I eig
h
t 

m
onths after the K

ennedy assassination. A
t the tim

e E
lrod 

w
as incarcerated in a T

ennessee jail; a sergeant in the 
M

em
phis sheriffs office w

rote the 1111 that E
lrod had 

com
e to his office claim

ing that he had inform
ation ationt 

the aaaaesination, but w
hen the FB

I interview
ed E

lrod, his 

story w
as vague and contradictory. 

E
lrod, a self-professed alcoholic, told the FB

I that he had 
b
een

 tro
u

b
led

 b
y

 th
e ev

en
ts th

at o
ccu

rred
 after th

e 

K
ennedy assassinatioe. E

lea} recounted being arrested by 

the D
allas Police D

epartm
ent shortly after the assas.sinaticel 

and placed in cell 10 in the D
allas C

ity Jail w
ith a cellm

ate 
w

hose nam
e he could not recall. E

lrod told the agents that 
his ceilm

ate saw
 and recognized another inm

ate in the jail 

hallw
ay. T

he inm
ate w

hom
 E

lrod's cellm
ate recognized w

as 
som

eone the cellm
ate had m

et at a m
eeting at a m

otel. 

A
ccording to E

lrod's 1964 account, his cellm
ate had w

it-
rim

ed, at that m
otel m

eeting, several m
en receiving 

m
oney, and one of the m

en w
as driving a T

hunderbird filled 

L_ Lt 
w

ith guns. T
he im

itate in the jail hal w
ay w

as that m
an. 

Elrod -alai vaguely recalled the cellm
ate m

entioning, som
e-

tim
e during their tim

e together, that one of the m
en at the 

m
otel m

eeting w
as Jack R

uby. B
ut he couldn't identify his 

cellniate, and he told F
B

I agents he couldn't rem
em

ber 

m
uch because of his excessive use of alcohol. M

iraculously, 
30 years L

am
a he now

 can identify his m
ystery collate as 

L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald. 
T

he new
 E

lrod story, as told by the L
a F

ontaines, is 

inaccurate. H
ad the L

a F
ontaines exainined public docu-

m
ents, they w

ould have found that O
sw

ald w
as never placed 

in the general jail population. O
sw

ald w
as placed in cell 

num
ber F

-2, one of three m
axunum

 security 
cells, at 

approxim
ately 12:20 a.m

. on N
ov. 23, 1063. M

ore im
por-

tant, one of O
sw

ald's ever-present police escorts w
hile in 

the D
allas C

ity Jail has recently confirm
ed that he w

as under 

strict orders to see that O
sw

ald w
as never placed in a cell 

w
ith auy other  prisoners  Prisoner telephone records during 

O
sw

a-k
risiay

 in
 th

e D
allisC

ity
 Jail also confirm

 F
-2 as 

O
s-w

eld's cell. T
herefore, it is clear that E

lrod, in cell 10. 
w

as not in a cell w
ith O

sw
ald and certainly not on the 

afternoon of N
ov. 22, 1963. 

M
ost m

isleading is the L
a F

ontaines question, "T
s it 

possible that L
ee O

sw
ald w

as the inform
ant w

ho tipped off 

the FB
I about the gun deal on N

ov. 18,1963?' T
here is no 

evidence that L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald w
as an inform

ant fur the 
FB

I, nor is there any evidence that O
sw

ald knew
 anything 

about a gunrunning operation in D
allas during that lim

e. 

—
O

liver "Buck" Revell 
T

he w
riter is special agent in charge of the D

allas 
D

ivision of the FB
I. 

M
ore U

nfounded T
heories A

bout L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald P.) L
r'icki 	

! 

. 	
e,sr 	

—
D

ouglas It. C
aldw

ell 	
A

L
M

A
, • ce....t.• 

otzE
 



Selective M
em

ory A
bout O

sw
ald 

I re
a

d
 w

ith
 in

te
re

st th
e

 A
u

g
. 2

7
 co

n
trib

u
tio

n
 to

 yo
u

r 
p
a
p
e
r ['M

o
te

 U
n
fo

u
n
d
e
d
 T

h
e
o
rie

s A
b
o
u
t L

e
e
 H

a
rve

y 
O

sw
a
ld

," F
re

e
 fo

r A
U

 ] b
y fo

rm
e
r F

B
I sp

e
cia

l a
g
e
n
t in

 
charge (D

allas D
ivision) O

liver R
evell, w

ritten in response 
to

 o
u

r O
u

tlo
o
k a

rticle
 o

f A
u

g
. 7

 ['lire
 F

o
u
rth

 T
ra

m
p

: 
O

sw
ald's Lost C

ellm
ate and the (iw

truruters of D
aIlas"I. 

D
espite a 33-year career in w

hich he w
as "involved in the 

K
ennedy assassination investigation since its inception; 

R
evell evidently suffers from

 a selective grasp of the feels. 
R

evell suggests that John E
lrod changed his story over 

tu
n
e
—

th
a
t "m

ira
cu

lo
u
sly. 3

0
 ye

a
rs la

te
r, h

e
 IE

le
xl] n

o
w

 
ca

n
 id

e
n

tify h
is m

yste
ry ce

ilm
a

te
 a

n
 b

e
in

g
 L

e
e

 H
a

rve
y 

O
sw

ald"—
and that E

lrod never m
entioned his cellm

ate's 
id

e
n
tity to

 th
e
 F

B
I in

 M
e
m

p
h
is In

 A
u
g
u
st 1

)6
4
. A

s o
u
r 

sto
ry n

o
te

d
, h

o
w

e
ve

r. E
lro

d
 to

ld
 m

e
m

b
e
rs o

f h
is fa

m
ily 

from
 the day he w

as released front jail that he had been 
co

n
fin

e
d
 w

ith
 O

sw
a
ld

, a
n
d
 w

h
e
n
 h

e
 sh

o
w

e
d
 u

p
 a

t th
e
 

M
e

m
p

h
is sh

e
riffs o

ffice
 e

ig
h

t m
o

n
th

s la
te

r h
e

 w
a

s still 
talking about the accused presidential assassin (and Jack 
R

uby): lie claim
ed to have inform

etion "nn the m
urder of 

Lee °sw
illM

I," as a shetiff s deputy w
rote to F

B
I D

irector 
J. E

dgar H
oover. W

hether E
lrod told the M

em
phis bureau 

agents w
ho w

ere im
m

ediately aum
nented to the sheriffs 

office that his D
allas cellm

ate w
as O

sw
ald, or only that the 

tellm
ate knew

 of a m
otel room

 m
eeting w

ith R
uby, m

ust 
re

m
a
in

 co
n
je

ctu
ra

l in
 vie

w
 o

f th
e
 fa

ct th
a
t th

e
 a

g
e
n
ts 

in
siste

d
 in

 th
e
w

 re
p
o
rt—

re
p
e
a
te

d
ly—

th
a
t th

e
 ce

lim
a
te

 

w
a
s "u

n
kn

o
w

n
." T

h
e
ir re

p
o
rt itse

lf is n
o
t d

e
fin

itive
, 

how
ever, because it also contained the inform

ation that 
E

lro
d
 h

a
d
 n

o
t b

e
e
ts a

rre
ste

d
 a

t a
ll in

 D
a
lla

s th
e
 d

a
y 

P
resident K

ennedy w
as m

urdered. 
R

e
ve

ll sa
id

, "H
a
d
 th

e
 L

a
 F

a
n
ta

sie
s e

xa
m

in
e
d
 p

u
b
lic 

docum
ents, they w

ould have found that O
sw

ald w
as never 

placed in the general jail population. O
sw

ald w
as placed in 

ce
ll num

ber F
-2, one of three m

axim
um

 security cells, at 
approxim

ately 12:20 a.m
. on N

ov. 23, 1963." 
O

sw
ald w

as indeed placed it ce
ll F

.2
 b

u
t n

o
t o

n
ly o

n
 

N
ov. 23. T

elephone logs dearly show
 he w

as in17.2 on the 
day of the assassination, N

ov. 22. T
he logs also show

 that 
another prisoner, D

aniel D
ouglas, w

as in an adjacent cell 
on the sam

e d
a
y. E

lrod, m
oreover, w

as able to describe-
correctly—

O
tis O

sw
ald neighbor as a led horn T

ennessee 
w

ho had stolen a car in M
em

phis." A
ll of this inform

al km
 

w
as included our article; all of It w

as ignored by R
evel's 

response. 
R

evell clings to the fallacy that John E
lrod w

as placed in 
a "cell 10," although three decades ago the F

B
I insisted 

E
lro

d
 w

a
s n

o
t in

 a
n
y
 ce

ll in
 D

a
lla

s o
n
 N

o
v. 2

2
, 1

9
0
3
. 

T
here is no "cell 10" in the D

allas jail, regardless of w
hat 

the M
em

phis bureau report claim
s E

lrod R
aid. E

lrod w
as 

arrested as a suspect in the assassuiation of P
resident 

K
ennedy after police received reports of a m

an w
ith a gun 

n
e
a
r th

e
 sp

o
t w

h
e
re

 E
lro

d
 w

a
s fo

u
n
d
. D

o
u
g
la

s w
a
s 

arrested as a suspect in the m
urder of O

fficer J. I). T
ippit. 

A
ccording to-D

allas P
olice S

gt, Jam
es C

handler, celiblock 
F

 (w
here O

sw
ald. E

lrod and D
ouglas w

ere placed) w
as 

re
se

rve
d
 fo

r "th
e
 m

o
st se

rio
u
s fe

lo
n
s." T

h
u
s th

e
 th

re
e
 

suspects in the m
urders of P

resident K
ennedy and O

fficer 
T

ype w
ere all assigned to the sam

e cram
ped three-cell 

block F
 in accordance w

ith police procedure. 
R

evell professes alam
i al n question posed in our story: 

Is it p
o
ssib

le
 th

a
t L

e
e
 O

sw
a
ld

 w
a
s th

e
 in

fo
rm

a
n
t w

h
o
 

tipped off the F
1)1 about the gun deal of N

ov, 18, 1968?" 
E

vidence suggests that O
sw

ald had a special relationship 
w

ith
 th

e
' F

B
I. S

in
ce

 fo
rm

e
r a

g
e
n
t R

e
ve

ll h
a
s o

fficia
lly 

d
e
n
ie

d
 th

e
 e

xiste
n
ce

 o
f D

a
lla

s b
u
re

a
u
 re

p
o
rts o

n
 th

e
 

arrests of Law
rence M

iller and D
onnell W

hitler (despite 
the fact that F

B
I agent Joe A

bernathy w
as present at the 

arrests and later becam
e the prosecution's star w

itness), 
the identity of the bureau's inform

ant on the arrests m
ust, 

at the least, rentals an open question. 
R

evell w
as accurate in claim

ing that w
hen the long-lost 

arrest records of the three tram
ps "w

ere discovered." his 
D

allas field office "bound and interview
ed tw

o of the m
en 

a
n
d
 ve

rifie
d
 th

e
 d

e
a
th

 o
f th

e
 th

ird
." H

e
 fa

ile
d
 o

n
ly to

 
m

e
n
tio

n
 th

a
t it w

a
s w

e
 w

h
o
 m

a
d
e
 th

e
 d

isco
ve

ry o
f th

e
 

re
co

rd
s a

n
d
 th

a
t th

e
 h

u
re

a
u
's se

m
in

a
l d

e
te

ctive
 w

o
rk 

consisted of reading our front.page story on the finds in 
A

re H
otstori P

ost of F
eb. 9, 1992. 

—
Ray La Fontaine 

r-Q
n

;.n
in

in
fA

v
. 
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