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More Unfounded Theories About Lee Harvey Oswald (7] [Maghe NOT ! el )
After reading your Aug. 7 article “The Fourth Tramp: viewed Dr. Charles Crenshaw, co-author of the book aEwWwﬂigsS!_snEi:ﬁv.ﬁuas_E.
Oswald's Lost Cellmate and the Gunrunners of Dallas® “JFK—Conapiracy of Silence,” published in 1992, and  Elrod vaguely recalled the cellmate mentioning, some-
_E“.!lrﬁ.aqinﬁw%—gsag found that he had a minuscule role in the treatment of time during their time together, that one of the men at the
2 case of deja vi. | have been involved in the Kennedy President Kennedy at Paridand Hospital and had no motel meeting was Jack Ruby. But he couldn't identify his i
é%gﬁggﬂm pertinent facts to add in the case. cellmate, and he told FBI agents he couldn't remember
Marine officer, I was assigned to assist the FBI while it ¢ Much of what Ray and Mary La Fontaine report much because of his excessive use of aleohol. Miraculously,
occurred. A review of public easily refutes ) 30 years later, he now can identify his mystery cellmate as :
Marine many key aspects of their story. e Lee Harvey Oswald.
P The La Fontaines quote John Elrod in their asticle as The new Elrod story, as told by the La Fontaines, is )
Many years later, as FBI assistant director in charge of saying he bad a brief conversation with Lee Harvey inaccurate. Had the La Fontaines examined public docu-
ﬂrﬂ&!ﬁﬁﬁg.ﬁaa%.ﬁ% Oswald in the Dallas City Jail late on the afternoon of Nov.  ments, they would have found that Oswald was never placed
up and take appropriate action on the findings and 35 1963, According to the La Fontaines, Elrod told the in the general jail population. Oswald was placed n cell | .
recommendations of the House Select gﬂnﬁuﬂ same story to the FBI 30 years ago, in August 1964. number F-2, ane of three maximum security cells, at
vﬁﬁluﬂr,___nﬁsﬁsi L __n.._.Esuaﬁ i But it was a different story he told the FBI eight  approximately 12:20 am. an Nov. 23, 1963. More impor-
ebster ar Department of Justice that we A %%?Ew%?ﬁ&ﬂmﬁi E;.Mﬂuc_oﬂwﬂwgﬁgan%gﬁiﬁﬁ _
was incarcerated in a Tennessee jail; a sergeant in the  the Dallas City recently confirmed that he was under :
memaling e B evidence of an allged e sherifs office wrote the FBI that Eirod hnd  strit arders 10 soethat Oowald was never place n 4 el

" : y i come to his office clabming that he had information about  with any oth Prisaner telephone records during
concured with the findings of the P lechwicn A28 i ssasintion but when the FBI nterviewed Erod, his CCwis s T Dl Gty Jil o contm F:2 38
Dallas Plice Department radio tape., stary was vague and contradictory. Oswald's cell. Therefore, it is clear that Elrod, in cell 10, | "

. : P Flrod, a self-prafessed alcoholic, told the FBI that he had was not in a cell with Oswald and certainly not an the
n_,wuasaz.ﬂ - ma_ﬂa&ﬁpﬂagsi St D boen troubld by the events ial_occurred afer the afternoon of Nov. 22, 1963,
responsibility to conduct any additional investigation war- Kennedy assassimation. Elrod recownted being arrested by Most misleading s the La Fontaines' question, “Is it
ranted in the Kennedy case, as alleged evidence or new the Dallas Police Department shortly after the assassination possible that Lee Oswald was the informant who tipped off
documents have been brought to light. For instance, when and placed in cell 10 in the Dallas City Jail with a cellmate  the FBI about the gun deal on Nov. 18, 19637" There is no
the Dallas Police Department records were moved from whose name he could not recall. Elrod told the agents that evidence that Lee Harvey Oswald was an informant for the
police headquarters to the Dallas City Archives, arrest his cellmate saw and recognized another inmate in the jail FBI, nor is there any evidence that Oswald knew anything
records on “the three tramps™ were discavered. | ordered hallway. The inmate whom Elrod's cellmate recognized was  about a gunrunning operation in Dallas during that time.
a search for these three individuals. We found and someane the cellmate had met at a meeting at a motel.

) : 1
interviewed two of the men and verified the death of the According to Elrod's 1964 account, his cellmate had wit- —Oliver “Buck” Revell | |
E.Qﬂi%giafwigiﬁg nessed, at that motel meeting, several men receiving The writer is special agent in charge of the Dallas i
tramps” and the Kennedy assassination. We also inter- maney, and ane of the men was driving a Thunderbird filled Division of the FBI.
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I read with interest the Aug. 27 contribution to your
paper ["More Unfournded Theories About Lee Harvey
Oswald,” Free for All ] by former FBI special agent in
charge (Dallas Division) Oliver Revell, written in response
to our Outlook article of Aug. 7 [*The Fourth Tramp:
Oswald's Lost Celimate and the Gunrunners of Dallas”).
g:uuww.wﬂwgﬂq!!gilﬁé_“i-a:ﬁ
Fitiod sation | fition zincs Its | ion,”
Revell evidently suffers from a selective grasp of the facts,
Revell suggests that John Elrod changed his over
time—that “miraculously, 30 years later, he ] now

cellmate knew of a motel room meeting with Ruby, must
remain conjectural in view of the fact that the agents
insisted in their report—repeatedly—that the cellmate

s another prisoner, Danlel Douglns, was in an adjacent cell  arrests of Lawrence Miller and Dannell Whitter (despite

was “unknown.” Their report itself is not definitive, | According to-Dallas Police Sgt. James Chandler, cellblock '
however, because it also contained the information that - F (where Oswald, Elrod and. Douglas were placed) was
Eirod had not’ been arrested at all in Dallas the day  reserved for “the most serious felons,” Thus the three
President Kennedy was murdered. . + suspects in the murders of President Kennedy and Officer
Revell paid, “Had the La Fontaines examined public  Tippit were all assigned to the same cramped three-cell
documents, they would have found that Oswald was never  block F in accordance with palice proceiure.
placed in the general jail population. Oswald was placed in Revell professes alarm at a question posed in our story:
cell number F-2, one of three maximum security cells, at  “Js it possible that Lee Oswald was the informant who
approximately 12:20 a.m. on Nov. 23, 1963." e tipped off the FBI about the gun deal of Nov, 18, 19637
Oswald was placed in cell F-2 but not oply o~ Evidence suggests that Osyald had a special relationship
Nov. 23. Telephone logs clearly show he was inF-2 onthe  withy the' FBI. Sinee former agent Revell has officially
day of the assassination, Nov. 22. The logs also show that denied the existence of Dallas burean reports on the |

on the same day. Elrod, moreover, was able to deseribe— — he fact that FBI agent Joe Abernathy was present at the
—this Oswald neighbor as a “kid from Tennessee  arrests and later became the prosecution’s atar witness),
who had stolen a car in Memphis.” All of this information gy identity of the bureau's informant on the arrests must,
was included in our article; all of it was ignored by Revell's at the least, remain an open question.
response. r Revell was accurate in claiming that when the long-lost
[Revell clings to the fallacy that John Elrod was placedin ;o vecords of the three tramps "were discovered,” his
a "cell 10," although three decades ago the FBI insisled Dallas field affice “(ound and interviewed two of the men
Elrod was not in any cell in Dallas on Nov, 22, 1063. - and verified the death of the third,” He failed only to
There is no "cell 10" in the Dallas jail, regardless of what  envion that it was we who made the discovery of the
the Memphis bureau report claims Elrod said. Elrod waS yecords and that the bureaw's seminal defective. work
arrested as a suspect in the assassination of President  consiated of reading our front-paga story on the finds in
Kennedy after police received reports of a man with 3 gun . Houston Pest of Feb, 9, 1093, Lo W
near the spot where Elrod was found, Douglas was ’ r
arrested as a suspect in the murder of Officer J, D). Tippit. |-&\ La Fontaine
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