Hart Wlthdraws as J ud oe
In Sc1ent0]0g1sts’ Trial

’ ce Meyer A
w?uhlnmn Bost Staft Writer "

withdrew vesterday from the crim-

4l - trial of 11 members of the
Church of Scientology after defense
Iawyers argued that the trial might in-
¢clude testimony involving him. -

!q.ﬁart’s decision came gyerthe wigor- .

§ objections of Assmm 1.8
‘Raymond Banoun'’that $HE de.
ense was engaging in;“the: worst im-,
aginable form of j udge-shy pp {a,nd
ablatant and deliberate TEce-
dented” attempt to mte::tejié “ftgn in-
snilous manner™ with'

.S, Df.';trlct Judge George L. Hart ¥

F ment

break ‘into” government offices, to.

14 steal official documents and o bug‘_‘

government meetings,

Hart's ruling yesterday followed the
argument by defense lawyer Leonard
Boudin that the judge himself could
be called to testify. Boudin noted that
one document referred .to. in the m-
dlctmeﬁﬁ Thentions Hart. The docus'.

ger . dated, April .16, 1976, i
Tom on&'p’ e,defen tym another
efendant, asks him' to.'cond uct
completa QHC (overt daﬁa cqllectlon)
‘and CDC (covert data wlfeq.tjll,

g

““The. lnvestigation of H.nrt orn‘

of justice. (¢ ’3&‘: .r.;\{] B ": del‘ed BWdIn ‘told Hm after‘ the
he decision by Hart’grew out,of an Jud,ge on-April 16, 1976, had suggested -
e&lier case he had tried ihvolving the 4, an_ assistant U, §,, attorney. that L.,

Ol!urch of Scientology. Affer ‘a’Hear-
ing of almost three hours yesterday,
Hart said that he was w'ith d.ra
*“very reluctantly” because'
tiality «might reasonably
tioned” ‘despite his own- fee
he could beé impartial.'; T
i‘.?‘he case was almost !mmedutely
reassigned  to: U.S. ‘District. " Judge

s F, Oberdorfer, 'who .may hnve
W:)wn broblems in trying the case..
Prpsecutors ‘have noted that Oberdor-
fer was head of the tax division of the
Justice Department from 1961 to 1965,
the period during which the govern-
- ment.moved to deny tax-exempt sta-
tﬁs for the Church of Scientology.

be- ~-ques-
I that

~#The 11 defendants are charged in'a

28-count indictment with conspiring to
plant spies in government agencles to

“riip qnpar-' oty

Ron Hubbard, founder of the Church
of Scientology, should be asked to tes- -
a Freedom of I.n.formatfop Act_;
suit filed by the church, '
j‘ “Your honor is“in ' the ° center""i
"% Boudinargued. “It’s called the eye of
“"the storm and T really don't see how
your honor can proceed here.”” . i -
Banoun said that. the defendants
had tried six times to ‘get (Hart to S
withdraw frum the case and that they.
" were using their own conduct as a jus-u
. tification for his removal. © =~ iF |
Hart said he _was not “upaet" that"
~ he might have been the subject 'of an
mveatigutlon by the defendants. “T
' think it is clear " he id, however. -
“that many ‘people ... wouldn't be:
}leve that I wouldn’t be upset ’about
t.» f
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