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Saturday, July 23,1977 

Scientology Search T
roubles Judge 

B
y T

im
othy S

. R
obinson 

W
ash

in
gton

 P
ost S

taff W
riter 

U
.S

. D
istrict C

ourt C
hief Judge W

il-
liam

 B
. B

ry
an

t in
d
icated

 y
esterd

ay
 

th
at h

e h
ad

 d
eep

 co
n
cern

 ab
o
u
t th

e 
leg

ality
 o

f a search
 w

arran
t ex

ecu
ted

 
ag

ain
st th

e C
h
u
rch

 o
f S

cien
to

lo
g
y
 

h
ere an

d
 in

 L
o
s A

n
g
eles, b

u
t said

 h
e 

w
o
u
ld

 n
o
t ru

le o
n
 its leg

ality
 u

n
til at 

least next w
eek. 

B
ry

an
t's co

n
cern

 w
as ex

p
ressed

 
o
v
er a p

ro
v
isio

n
 in

 th
e w

arran
t th

at 
allow

ed F
B

I agents to search for "any 
a
n
d
 a

ll . . . e
v
id

e
n
c
e
 (a

t th
is tim

e
 

unknow
n) of the crim

es of conspiracy, 
obstruction of justice and theft of gov-
ernm

ent p
ro

p
erty

 . . ." 
A

lthough acknow
leging that the lan-

g
u
a
g
e
 h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 sa

n
c
tio

n
e
d
 b

y
 th

e
 

U
S

.. S
uprem

e C
ourt in another search 

case, B
ry

an
t in

d
icated

 th
at it tro

u
b
led

 
h
im

 th
at It w

as u
sed

 In
 a search

 as 
w

id
e-ran

g
in

g
 as o

n
e at th

e S
cien

to
l-

ogy church. 
P

h
illip

 H
irsh

k
o
p
 ,w

h
o
 is rep

resen
t- 

in
g
 th

e S
cien

to
lo

g
ists said

 th
e w

ar-
ran

t am
o
u
n
ted

 to
 a "g

en
eral w

arran
t" 

b
ecau

se it g
av

e ag
en

ts co
n
d
u
ctin

g
 th

e 
raid

 th
e d

iscretio
n

 to
 d

ecid
e w

h
eth

er 
or not they thought som

ething w
as le-

gitim
ate evidence of a crim

e. 
A

ssista
n

t U
.S

. A
tto

rn
e
y

 B
ria

n
 

S
h
au

g
h
n
essy

 d
efen

d
ed

 th
e w

arran
t, 

p
o
in

tin
g
 o

u
t th

at it w
as d

etailed
 

in 
th

at it w
as su

p
p
o
rted

 b
y
 an

 affid
av

it 
totaling nearly 40 pages and listed 160 
specific item

s to be seized. 
H

e said
 ag

en
ts h

ad
 b

een
 carefu

l in
 

ex
ecu

tin
g
 th

e w
arran

t, seizin
g
 o

n
ly

 
tw

o
 b

o
x
es o

f d
o
cu

m
en

ts fro
m

 th
e 3

0
 

file cab
in

ets in
 th

e o
ffices th

at w
ere 

search
ed

. 
In

 ad
d
itio

n
. S

h
au

g
h
n
essy

 said
 th

at 
h
alf o

f th
e d

o
cu

m
en

ts seized
 are b

e-
in

g
 retu

rn
ed

 to
 th

e C
h
u
rch

 b
ecau

se 
th

ey
 h

av
e b

een
 ex

am
in

ed
 an

d
 fo

tin
d
 

to
 co

n
tain

 n
o
 ev

id
en

ce relatin
g
 to

 th
e 

governm
ent's investigation of the sect. 

S
cien

to
lo

g
ists seized

 u
p

o
n

 th
e v

o
l- 

u
n
tary

 retu
rn

 o
f th

o
se d

o
cu

m
en

ts as 
an

 ad
m

issio
n
 b

y
 th

e g
o
v
ern

m
en

t th
at 

th
e search

 w
as to

o
 b

ro
ad

 in
 sco

p
e. 

S
haughnessy said the governm

ent w
as 

n
o
t co

n
ced

in
g
 th

at th
e d

o
cu

m
en

ts 
w

ere im
p
ro

p
erly

 seized
, b

u
t m

erely
 

th
at th

e g
o
v
ern

m
en

t h
ad

 d
ecid

ed
 th

ey
 

w
ere not relevant to the investigation. 
A

m
o
n
g
 th

e d
o
cu

m
en

ts retu
rn

ed
 to

 
th

e ch
u
rch

 are files o
n
 th

e p
erso

n
al 

lives of judges, prosecutors and others 
w

ho becom
e involved in the S

cientolo-
gists' litigation, according to sources. 

T
h

e so
u

rces also
 said

 th
e files re-

tu
rn

ed
 to

 th
e S

cien
to

lo
g
ists in

clu
d
ed

 
files an

d
 co

m
m

en
ts ab

o
u
t rep

o
rters 

w
ith w

hom
 the S

cientologists becom
e 

involved. 
O

n
e su

ch
 ex

ten
siv

e file co
n
cern

ed
 

M
ark

 S
ab

lem
an

, a W
ash

in
g
to

n
 P

o
st 

su
m

m
er rep

o
rter in

tern
 w

 h
 o

 h
as re-

p
o

rted
 in

 th
e p

ast o
n

 th
e ch

u
rch

's ac-
tiv

ities in
 th

e C
learw

ater, F
la., area 

T
he sources said the files included de-

tails o
n
 S

ab
lem

an
's p

erso
n
al life as  

w
ell as h

is co
n

v
ersatio

n
s w

ith
 S

cien
-

tologists. 
A

lth
o
u
g
h
 refu

sin
g
 to

 d
isclo

se th
e 

co
n
ten

ts o
f t h

 e files, t h
 e so

u
rces 

m
ad

e it clear th
at so

m
e o

f th
e m

ate-
rial co

n
tain

ed
 in

 files o
n
 ju

d
g
es an

d
 

p
ro

se
c
u

to
rs in

d
ic

a
te

d
 th

a
t it c

a
m

e
 

fro
m

 d
iscard

ed
 g

arb
ag

e fro
m

 th
eir 

hom
es. 

T
h
e g

o
v
ern

m
en

t alleg
ed

 in
 its affi-

d
av

it fo
r th

e search
 w

arran
t th

at th
e 

S
cien

to
lo

g
ists carried

 o
u
t a m

assiv
e 

p
lo

t to
 in

filtrate, b
reak

 in
to

 an
d

 b
u

g
 

governm
ent offices. 

S
cien

to
lo

g
ists said

 in
 resp

o
n
se th

at 
th

e search
 is an

 escalatio
n
 o

f w
h
at 

th
ey

 v
iew

 as a g
o

v
ern

m
en

t attem
p

t to
 

h
arass th

e sect in
 retaliatio

n
 fo

r 
th

e 
larg

e n
u
m

b
er o

f civ
il su

its th
e reli-

g
io

n
 h

as b
ro

u
g
h
t ag

ain
st th

e g
o
v
ern

-
m

ent. 
B

ry
an

t in
d
icated

 y
esterd

ay
 th

at lie 
w

o
u
ld

 h
o
ld

 fu
rth

e
r h

e
a
rin

g
s n

e
x
t 

w
e
e
k
 o

n
 th

e
 m

a
n
n
e
r in

 w
h
ic

h
 th

e
 

search
 w

as carried
 o

u
t if h

e u
p
h
o
ld

s 
th

e leg
ality

 o
f th

e w
arran

t itself. 


