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9 Scientologists

Plead Innocent;
Judge Asked

- || prosecutors erred in cll!.ssif.‘fing2 the
“case as a general crime rather than a

New

By Ron Shaffer 0%
Washington Post Staft Writer, 11"
_ Nine members of the Church of
Sciehtology pleaded innocent yester-
day to ‘charges of conspiring to steal .
from the government,and at the same

time, lawyers for some of them asked '

the judge assigned to the case to with-
draw. Py 5 HlaovcF
Leonard B. Boudin, attorney for
Church of Scientology matriarch -
Mary Sue Hubbard, accused the goy- |

crnment of improper conduct in the '

judge selection process, and later at-
torney Philip J. Hirshkop, who repre-
Sents two other officials of  the
church,  said .= prosecutors had
“shopped” around the court to . get a,

conspiracy. Carl Rauh, the acting Us.
_ attorney ‘yesterday, said prosecutors
- normally desqribe indictments in this
. the category. ! t
- Boudin, a prominent constitutional
- "lawyer, asked that the. case be as-

' manner and allow judges to-"decide

'signed to Chief Judge William B..
Bryant because he is hearing a eivil’

- case brought by the church and is fa-

miliar with  “the voluminous docu- |

. ments and complex legal issues which
are the focal point of the _eriminal
case.”. J

*Hart said he would refer that re.

quest to Bryant. Aides to Bryant said

late yesterday that he

Judge sympathetic to the government. ' take the criminal case.

Judge George L. Hart, who heard °

the Scientologists’ pleas at their ar-
raignment in U.S. District Court, re
ferred their requests for a new judge
to his colleagues responsible for such
matters, _ e DAl
Hirshkop sald he was “convinced”
that prosecutors had manipulated the
Jjudge selection procdess by waiting to
return an indictment and classifying
it in such a way that Hart'was bound
to get it. AL S5t i .
“The feeling of many, many lawyérs
is that Judge Hart.is extremely pro-
government,” Hirshkop said in an-in-

‘Mary Sue Hubbard and 10 other of-
_ficlals and . representatives of the
church, including the highest ranking

- officials in this country, are accused

in a 28-count indictment of conspiring
to plant spies in government agencies,
break into government offices, steal
official “documents ‘and bug govern-
ment meetings, This was done, the in-
dictment alleges, In order to get infor-
_ mation on “enemies’ on the church’s
struggles to obtain tax-exempt status,
and on any government scrutiny of

church activities,

<~ fChurch ‘officials sald i a Tews ré-:

terview after the hearing. “The possi: ““lease yesterday that they welcome a

bility for abuse is so great™it (the
case) should go back” for reassign.-
ment. ‘ Yk (R e
Raymond Banoun, the chief prose- -
eytor: in the case, called Hirshkop’s
allegation “absurd.” - =" ' o 1y
- “We are never aware of 'who i next’
in line to get a' case,” Banoun said.
Such information “is kept.in a highly
secret manner in the court clerk’s of-
fice. I do not believe. that Hirshkop's
allegation. is. worthy . of any ~ further
comment,” <5 0 Uk
James F. Davey, clerk of the court '
and the man responsible for adminis-
tering the selection of judges, said
yesterday that judges are' assigned

fandomly to cases. “We’ve been extra

cautious to be damn sure there is no
Judge-shopping,” Davey said. “I'm sat-
isfied we have enough controls.” « ;
. Hirshkop and Boudin argued that *

e

_ trial because it will provide them with
.. an opportunity to investigate'the gov-

had declined to |

ernment and find ‘out who is behinda"

*“gordid,
£ O,II'_‘-'*]JEiOﬂ-"J o 5 ey " L
.;Jn 'his comments "yesterday, how-
eyer, Hart seemed to leave defense at-
“torneys with -little ‘room | for.: such
probes, I P e !

“This case 1s ‘alleged stealing,” he "

said at one point to ‘defense attorneys
talking about gavernment-church rela-
tions. “That's a simple charge, like go-
ing.into a bank and stealing money.”

At another “point; 'Hart  said, ““The .

Church of Scientology is not on trial

28year attempt to annihilate. |

here'and is not going to be.’A group

of individuals will be tried as defend- '

ants with no reference to religion.” .-

~Hart set Nov. 20 as the deadline for
“defense motions and said he planned

“to set a trial date at that time. A




