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CHURCH'SUES c.I.A. FOR SECRET SPY FILES

The Central Intelligence pgency was sued today in

Federal Court by the Church qf SeilentologY to dlsclose
some of 1ts controversial files compiled while condﬁctlng
domestic surﬁeillance activities in violation of 1ts

charter.

The CIA admitted in a letter to the Church's attorneys

that the agency's files "econtaln communiéation from and

to certain forelgn governments and othér agencles of the

us Government" but refused to release them to the Scigntologists.
- The reasons, the CIA said, were that 1t would force tpe agency to
reveal forelgn 1iaison contacts, threaten their intelligence
sources and invade personal privacy.
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Church Sueé C.I.A, - 2

A Church spokesman termed the CIA's reasoning as "psychotic

double think. They will secretly spy on you," charged
Rev. Lawrence Wilher from the national offices in

Los Angeles, "then refuse to let you see the file to
protect privacy. They sound like something froﬁ

Alice in Wonderland but the humor 1is brief."

One document the CIA turned over to Church orficials, Wilber
stated, had four of the six pages entirely blanked out. "They

left the page numbers," he related, "so we wouldn't get the
blank pages mixed up." Wilber charged the CIA with "trying
to suppress evidence that fhey have spled on religious

organizations and exchanged information with other agenciles,

We are left with no choice but legal action."

Church spokesmen indicated that the CIA had not listed any
documents in agency filles that were dated later than

1969, "The miséing Qrea was the time of 'dirty tricks' and
'enemies 1ists'," Wilber stated. "We have no reason to believe
they have stopped despite the reveiations in the press and

the Congréss. The CIA learned years ago that they ecan ride

out any storm., But that was before Watergafe," he added.

"The conflict now is between the CIA's secrecy and the
citizens' privacy. We are quite confident the court will rule

for the latter," he concluded.
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Church Sues C.I.A. - 3

The.Chupch'recently galned national attention by promptiﬁg
the first congressional investigation of Interpol, the
private international police'association. The results

of a 15 month study of the controversial intelligence
network were presented to Sen. Joseph Montoya (D-NM) by
the Church's National Commission on Law Enforcemgnt and
Social Justice. The Commission was formed last year to
1nvesfigate law enforcement agencies and how they may be

employed by vested interest groups against their crities.



