6/23/70
Dear Yoo,

When I phoned you serlier today, it wes beceuse I wee drawing to tue end
of my complaint in en action I am sbout tc file %o nblain tha withaeld rerrie
documents. Tou may recell L mesntioned tiis to you soms time sgo, 1 suppose for the
last time asbout tvwo nonths ago. Some of my deley in filing it 1s from tioe apparently
futile hope thst, once you gave your word, you would keep or be permitted to keep it.

There is no selfish purpsse my hsving this promised information ould
serve. Mor do + pretend - require it for this action, thoough I admit for use as
part of it, i3 could be quite vzlusble - even the existence of i% e¢ould well serve
guch ends. L plan no writing to which it could be gssentisl, though exemination
might persuede otherwise.

; Should I succeed in this Ferrie sult and should there be any personal
bbnefit for anyons, nead I soy thet fhis eauld be only for you people? If it
produces anytiing like wnat my successful efforts (there to date nsve been no
others!) have yielded, there is reason to expect worthwhile results. “hat better
reassons are there for @ total lack of the most minimal cooperation?

Trom time to time L have thourht of what you Tinally agreed to get and
send, of your failure to do it, snd of your silence. ind I've thougnt elso of your
protestations of deep feeling about tais, of your sincerity. Can I do more than
wonder woen L compare this with the record? Or less?

New Orlesns is, in my experience, sui gemeris. I supgpose I zm e bit too
square to understend sonme of ite ways and standards. Or, &s Brirnguier says, lerbaps
tas old. rnowever, i cannot bat confess dissppointment thet you would amsk ené ged
so much help at such greet cost and, in refurn, would not even mske 1% possible to
help you more; neither keep your word nmor tell me you would not. Although I recognize
you lsek crmplete freedom, I zlas lmow you do not lack access to a phone or To a
postage stemp.

“what is in the complainy, nonetheless, cannot burt you, mekes 2 record
that should be helpful to you, smounts to a kind of defense of you, snd failure
cannct in any way adversely effect you. ¥hat is no% in the complaini and my yet
be in the proceeding might hsve done you mere zood, It ie not there to tegin with,
however, becsuse of your silence.

sy record, to date, is three oul of thres, which is not too bed, ® nsiderk
ing tust 1 have teckledonly tne scrubs, the Depsrtment of Justice. After what hap-
pened in the first case, the next iwo wers settled promptly, one in response to the
filing of the requisite forms, %tie ofther tha day bafore the hearing, not on my
initistive. iside from these, there are now otlher cases woere the threat of action
hss produced what I sought, wist wae not in the Archives. is time goss on, however,
I snticipate that the club to the mule's head will get mere than sttentlon. Terheps
the resction will be on this one, If not, then rerhaps tae next, which 1 expect to
draft tomorrow. 1T thet doesn't, end the only way either ®on't will be if what I
seelc ig produced, it is only a ouestion of time bsfore we reach one that will be
taken to court. It is possible this one will alsoc be that cne. Ve'll know sa~n
enough, IT it is, the record I will be tsking there is & good one, I think » pretty
solid one, sni it may contein e few surprises tesides wast is unwelecoms in the
complaint, You and 1 both know it could have contained a few mors surprizes.



There will be more problems than L need, for Bud is ton ow rloaded,
partly becsuse of soms rather mnexpectables (to everyons byt me, for it is something
I worked on for a year witn tnat in mind) extre work he now has, without even the
proapect of the return of his own costs. In some, psrhsps all the cases, I'll
have to be my own lewyer, -Lhis in itself is more handicap than & ressonable man
vould hove to survive, is it not?

However, if ihere is no other wey, then it will be this way. The slter-
netive is ebdication, of waoich tusre uzs uslready bs<n too much. £y too many, who
cell 1t sonetuing else.

wesnwhile, twixt and tween, we continue to develop odds and ends of
dew Yrleans and dew Urleens related items. I will not be boiheringz vou with them
beceuse it would seem to serve no useful purpose.

I do not have to tell you 1 am not long on diplomacy when I feel thinks
or wien 1 am burt. Se I mince no words in telling you tist your failure to do this
eimple thing you finslly agrsed to do aftar dslaying it %oo lonz, your failure to
keesp your word on ins personsl lsvel, do disoppoint me. I weould feel L had een
less thsn honest with yeounend with myself if I did not so tell you wita these few
moments wiuen I um toc tired to work on other things.

1 bave no strong, pessionste feelings about it, ss what for me is a8
rather moderate expression should tell you. Poseidly from leng experience I had e
subcongcious understanding it inevitebly would be thls way, as it alweys nas been.
It is no more toan I call it, dissppointment, in you people generally and in you
personally.

Yonotheless, I wish nons of you other than well, 7ith tie optinism
1 have not lost, I look forward to tiue day you (all) learn that elsewisre in tis
world strsots de sometimes run twsc vays.

Sincer-ly,

Harold "eisbarg




