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Octobsr 1, 19G8

TO: JIM GARRISON, Districk Attorney
FROM: AWDREY J, SCIAMWMRA, Assistant District Attorney
RE: Intexview with JAMES J. PL\II :, 1313 Bissonnet Plgce,

Houston, Texas - a/c 713 - 528-6531

I interviewed MR. PLAINE in his apartment in Houston, Texas, and
he gave me the following information. fle is 54 yaars old and
. comes originally from New York State. (Hc appears to Be well
educated, well read, and makes a very good impression.) Mx.
PLAINE said thal he was involved with what he called the Cuban
situation for som2 years beginning around 1960. He said that he
“ had fought with FIDEL CASTRO when CASTRO was in the mountains
trying to gain power. Hs said later on when CASTRO turned he
became involved with the anti-CASTRO groups trying to recapture
Cuba from FIDEL. He said he had been contacted by the FBI in
regards to the Cuban situation around three years before the
assassinakion.

. He said he traveled the country trying to help the Cuban cause
by soliciting money and arms and supplies. Ha said that he took
part in the Bay of Pigs Invasion and was known by his code name .

_which was_PLAINSHMAN. He said many of the guys in the Invasion
had code names or war-namas and he knew them by thosz names.

He mentioned RALPH CONOJO as a person that he had known with
FIDEL CASTRO and who was FIDEL's personal pilot. He also said
that he was with ERROL FLYNN. ' '

_ He said the Bay of Pigs was a disaster and that although the CIA
had sponsored it, it completely failed because of lack of air
‘support. However, he said that after the Invasion he was still
involved with anti-CASTRO groups who were still trying to
liberate Cuba.

He said that he usad to hold meetings in his apartmesnt in Houston
which were attended by many anti~-CASTRO Cubans, some of whom cams
up from New Orleans. They used to hold meetings and discuss
various plans concerning Cuba. The two predominant 'themes of the
meetings weres: 1) An assassination plot to kill FIDEL CASTRO,
and 2) Another invasion. IHe said he had a shortwave radio set
and a code book which they would use. He said that he's talked
with many import and export people from New Orleans and some
wealthy oil people from Texas who wore interested in assassinating
CASTRO. He.said some of these people came to him at his house and
he talked to somz of the others at the Normandy Club which is a
rich, exclusive club in Dallas.

He said hes cannot bz sure but hz mav have seen SIAW at onz of
these places. He said his face is familiar and whepn he looks at
‘his distinguished looks he automatically thinks of the people who
‘ used to contact him about assassinating CASTRO. He said he would
like to sz2 a picturz of him as he losked in 1962 and 1803.
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~assassinate CASTRO. Mz said that he was told that monsy was no

~as 1963. When I asked him what was he doing flying in and out of
‘Cuba, he just replied that he was doing things for some wealthy

Mr. PLAINZ said that the majority of anki-CASTRO Cubans that he

‘he would have been down in Guatemala with the rest of them.
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Ilz said to hz perfetlly honast he was interested in the plot to

object and that if ha could get the job donz he would have all
the money he neadsd. He said a MR, WHITE from Freeport Sulphur
was one of the poople vho contactzd him akoub CASTRO. He said
that therz wers somz young Cubkans from lNew Orlecans who camz up
to talk to him. MR. PLAINE szemed veary vagus aboub names and '
said that everyone was on a one-name basis and that he really
didn't want to got to know them and he didn't want them to getbt:
to know him too well. He said that he could probably reccognize
some of the people who ware at the mectings if he was shown
pictures of them. e said in addition to talking about Cuba,
they would listen to records and drink and use the shortwave
radio. ' )

lle said that people were always dropping over Lo his apartment
bacause he had the reputation of a man who could get in and out
of Cuba. He could fly and had flown in and oul of Cuba as late

people. He said pecople contacted him for various reasons. He
said that onsz man from Texaco even contacted him in regards to
blowing up somzthing for Texaco.

Hr. PLAINE said that he also found out about CASTRO moving money
to Czeschoslovakia and about the communist planesin Cuba and also
the location of the missile sites. I= said that he gave this
information to the CIA in Houston.

He said the CIA man in Houston that he had contact with was an
agent named DULLES. When I tried to press MR. PLAINE. further
about any CIA connection Qr involvement, he seemed to not want-to
make any definite statements. )

met at the meatings in his opinion were mercenaries and only
interested in money and not Cuba. He said there were a lot of
pilots from Eastern Airlines and some from Delta Airlines that
used to drop in at the meetings.

lle said that DAVID FERRIE attended a counle of dozan meetings at
his house and FERRIE gave him the impression that he was
interested only in the money. When I asked him if FERRIE was
CIn, he said that FERRIE never mentionad it if hs was. Iz also
said that he didn't think FERRIE was CIA because if he was CIA

MR. PLAINE said that around the Summer of 1963 Cuban activity
was almost nil as cveryone considered 'Cuba to be a lost cause. He
said thalk ROBERT F, FEMNMEDY had really clamped down on the CIA
and evarybody was afraid to make a move regarding Cuba, He said
everyone feared Federal prosacubtion if thesy did anything.
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He said that during the Summer of 1963 ha received a "Fair Play
For Cuba" leaflol from Hew Orleans wilth a note attached to it
which said somzthing to thz effect of "I will b2z un to you
soon", signed "LEE"., Iz said that shortly thareafisr two youny
men in cheair twenbies camez to his apartmsnt to sso him and ashed
Wim if he had rececived the leaflet and the note. Iz told thes
that he did. He said the wo msn askad him akoul rifles and
scopes and elavalion and other things pertaining to an
assassination. He said he took ik for granted that they were
referring to FIDRL CASTRO. IHe said that he put a scopz on one

of his rifles and took them shooting and they were both terribla.
shots. He said lator on they just returned to New Orleans. lle
said he doesn't remember the make or color of the car buk it had
a Louisiana license plate on it. Ie said that he would stake his
life that one of thq_young men was LEE OSWALD anc the other man

e said that he Ekold thl"T_tn—r'Br‘

looked a lot lik .
and also the FRI picked up the leaflet and ths note,

When looking through the pictures that I showed him, he pointed
out that JHORNLEY looked very much like OSWALD and that TIIORNLEY
was on the same typz of the othcr person with OSWALD. However,
he said it was hard to identify people from pictures. Hz also
said the picture of HAROLD SANDOZ looks familiar.

sasg

He said that BRPADLEY's picture looks familiar and that the name
"BRADLEY" rings a bzll but he can't place from where. Ile said
he thinks he remembars a BRADLEY who used to be in Cuba md also
thare may have kezn a BRADLEY involved with two Cubans who were
arrested by the FBI.for smuggling guns off Kemah Scabrook around
1962,

I———

MR. PLAINE also said that he talked with JOIIN CARROLL who at the
time was trying to buy supplies for the Cubans. MR. FLAINE said
that he was contacted by the Fair Play for Cuba Committee out of
New York as he originally had bsen Wlth CASTRO before CASTRO
turned : .

He said that when word got around that he was anti-CASTRO now,
many Cubans droppad in to see him. He said that he couldn't
trust any of them since he did not know whether they were really
anti-CASTRO or pro-CASTRO. As a result, he kept a loaded
automatic pisteol in his apartment. As I was talking to him, hs
pointed to the pistol and said that he kept it loaded at all
times. ’

HR. PLAINE said that he had also talked to many Cubans who knew

of OSWALD or hdd heard of him and ‘they all said that OSWALD was

a terrible shot. He sald this is what prompted him to make that
statement in the. newspaper.

MR. PLAINE said that after the assassinaltion, the FBI really-got
on his back and ‘gquestionad him and many of his friends about the
assassination and also they scarched thes apartment looking for
rifles,
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MR. PLAINE said that he would look at any picturss thal wa may
want to show him in an effort to identify somz of ths Cubans who
may have been at his house atktending thase mectings.

I told him wa would prokably contact him labter on,
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