
' •R
eceptive Listeners 

The W
arren C

om
m

ission re-
port has been • under -alm

ost 
constant attack 'from

 its release 
in the fall of 1964, but dem

ands 
fo

r a n
ew

' 
ing from

 a sm
all group of pro-

fesS
ional w

riters and lecturers 
--- h

ave b
eco

m
e in

creasin
g

ly 
clam

orous since President N
ixon 

w
as fo

rced
 o

u
t o

f o
ffice last 

year by the W
atergate scandals. 

These dem
ands. seem

 .to  ,be 
falling on receptive ears. 

Tw
o C

ongressional subcom
-

m
ittees are takin

g
 a ten

tative 
look into how

 the assassination 
w

as investigated, w
ith particu-

lar, em
phasis on w

hether the 
cen

tral In
tellig

en
ce A

g
en

cy 
and the Federal B

ureau of In-
vestigation w

ithheld evidence. 
O

ne inquiry is that of Senator 
S

ch
w

eiker an
d

 S
en

ato
r G

ary 
H

art, D
em

o
crat o

f C
o

lo
rad

o
. 

The other is under the direction 
of R

epresentative D
on Edw

ards, 
D

em
ocrat of C

alifornia. 
T

h
e attack o

n
 th

e W
arren

 
C om

m
ission's finding, that Lee 
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./ •

 I.  
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Schw
eiker • joinsA

ttack on W
arren R

eport 'as C
lam

or.for N
ew

. Inquiry R
ises 

m
ost lost in.ii flood of,rhetoric could nut.,reC

ogniZe - it if. th
ey "n

atio
n

al p
ress. h

as a lo
t to

 
saw

 it." 	
an

sw
er fo

r" in
 'its "b

lin
d

 ac- 
M

any of the• leaders of the ceptance" of the W
arren C

om
- .  

eurr.nt m
ovem

ent , are 
"con- m

ission report.. 	
1 

scions liars," M
t. C

ohen said. A
ny com

petent- investigative 
T

h
e A

tlan
ta-b

ased
 w

riters, rep
o

rter co
u

ld
 q

u
ickly d

e-
G

eorge 'and Priscilla M
acm

illan. m
olish the com

m
ission's ;find-. 

a husband and w
ife team

 w
ho ings, he said. 	

:.. 
have w

ritten. on the assassina- f. The :H
artford . . convention 

tions of M
r.'K

ennedy and • of drew
 such diverse -participants 

the R
ev; D

r. M
artin Luther . K

ing as Jim
 ' G

arrison, the form
er 

Jr.,. said in'a. book' review
 in D

istrict ; A
ttorney of N

ew
, O

r-. 
The N

ew
 Y

or k Tim
es that "the leans, w

ho, tried to prove' that 
extrao

rd
in

ary vitality o
f.' th

e th
e C

.I.A
. killed

 M
t. K

en
n

ed
y, 

ru
m

o
rs ab

o
u

t th
e

.  D
allari as= and tedrio Y

. 'V
on H

olliston, a 
sassination is one of the aston- m

ural painter w
ho tors he m

et 
fishing phenom

ena of A
m

erican w
ith Lee H

arvey O
sw

ald-606re 
life in the past decade. ,  . 	

the K
ennedy m

urder. 
j. 	

W
hile M

r., G
arrison w

as Jell- 
\ A

n Irrational E
nclave 	

. 
. 	

.• 	
. 	

lientf the hundreds ...of' cheering 
various , theories about o lege students that the 

from
 the other side. 

• 
M

t. B
elin has -now

 begun to 
snap back it the critics, saying 
that m

ost of them
 are irrational, 

foolish or m
otivated by m

oney. 
T

h
e risin

g
 tid

e ,o
f d

o
u

b
ts 

ab
o

u
t, w

h
o

 killed
 .P

resid
en

t 
-K

ennedy 'and w
hy has begun 

to attract the 'attention of ,psy; 
chologists interested in,!M

ass 
behaVior, 	

; 
',A

 teacher •in the .depattnient
• :.oflA

m
erican studies at B

randeis 
• s U

niversity; 'Jacob r.ohen, m
ade 

•' 'an
 ,A

ttem
pt in• the' current 'issue 

. of the m
agazine C

om
m

entary to 
-explain W

hat: he ;calls "con-. 
spiracy fever.", - 
- "H

ow
 can one.' explain the 

extraordinary degree of politi-
cal distrust, . and beyond that, 

r the pervasive' taste, for m
ystery 

• 
:A

naC
I" 	

and . conspiracy w
hich: is every.. 

" S
enator R

icnant S
chw

eiker 
	

 .,W
here so conspicuous in A

m
er- 

ice today?" he asked. 
There are' w

idely 'held theo-
ries that flying: aucers are real 
and 'that the, A

tlantic., O
cean 

contains an tree that is 'deadly 
to airplanes and 'ships, in .addi-
tionlo the K

ennedy conspiracy 
theories, M

r: C
ohen said..-  

:"The .custom
ary explanation 

is •thit.recent reV
elations con-

cerning: W
atergate, ,V

ietnam
, 

th
e. C

.I.A
., an

d
 ..F

.B
.I., et al.; 

hive caused and.' perhaps 4us-
tify the present 'm

ood of • die-
trust, and that truthfulness and 
rectitude• on high 'w

ill som
e- 

day dispel it. 	
'.•-, • 

.."H
ow

ever,-C
loce.exam

inatien, 
o

f th
e cu

ltu
ral' scen

e-  reveals 
that this is only pert of the ex-
planation and, perhaps not the 
m

ost im
portant part. 

 
"I b

e
lie

v
e
 w

e
 a

re
 d

e
a
lin

g
 

W
ith habits of m

ind in the-very 
cen

ter o
f o

u
r life an

d
 tim

es, 
w

hich. positively revel in m
ysti-

fication, w
hich da not w

ish to 
know

 the truth, and perhaps w
ere college.students, that the nessnum

, C
lay L. S

haw
. on a 

 
.
 

B
y M

A
R

TIN
 •W

A
LD

R
O

N
 

S
enator R

ichard S
. S

chw
ei-

ker said in H
arrisburg, P

a., last ' 
w

eek th
at 'th

e W
arren

 C
o

m
-

m
ission report on the investi-

gation of the assassination of , 
P

resid
en

t K
en

n
ed

y Is "like' , 
house of "cards; it's going to 
c

o
lla

p
s

e
."

 - •: 
T

h
u

s , th
e m

ild
-m

an
n

ered
 

R
epublican S

enator•'joined a 
curious m

ixture' of A
m

ericans 
w

ho no longer believe that the'. 
p

u
b

lic w
as to

ld
' th

e tru
th

 12 
years ag

o
 ab

o
u

t th
e d

eath
 o

f 
a P

resident, and are now
 de- 

m
e
n

d
in

g
 a

n
 e

n
tire

ly
 n

e
w

 . 
in

v
e
s
tig

a
tio

n
. • . 

T
h

ese m
illio

n
s in

clu
d

e re- - 
Spected.  public officials as w

ell;.,  
as the irra

tio
n

al, th
e ,co

n
fu

sed
 

and the m
ischievous. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

C
h

arg
e o

tco
n

ap
irin

g
 M

u
rd

er 
resident K

ennedy. 	
•
 . 

M
r. Shaw

, w
hcf is now

 dead, 
w

as. acquitted.' 	
• . • • • 

M
r.. G

arrison w
as the 

first 
public,. official to say. that the 

and the F. B
.I. conspired 

to kill the P
resident. ' 

The putpO
se Of the aSiassiria-

tiO
n,-,  M

r: 
G

arrison
' to

ld
 th

e 
H

artfo
rd

 co
n

ven
tio

n
, W

as to
 

prevent:the U
nited S

tates from
 

drifting :into.,an. econom
ic de- 

pression.: 
, r • 	

, 
_ D

efense. C
ontractors becam

e 

sell 	
they could . not 

sell arm
s .if,  Ptesident K

ennedy 
follow

ed through on his -deci-
sion lo w

ithdraw
. U

nited S
tates 

troops frbm
 V

ietnam
, and the 

C.I.A
.• an

d
 till. ag

reed
 to

 sy-
ringe. the m

urder, M
r.. G

arrison 
said. A

 S
tanding O

vation 
T

h
e fo

rm
er 

N
ew

 
-O

rleans 
ptobecutorgot a standing ova- 
tion.. 	

• 	
• • 	

; 
Senator S

chw
eiker's predic-

tiO
n;:this,W

eek that the ,W
arren 

C
om

m
ission report Is about "to 

collaPse"• w
eb • predicated, . the 

S
enator said, on""very ,signifi-

cant'' leads." 
M

r. ••Schw
eilier -Said that het  

'add S
etrator H

art w
ere investi-

gating .the.. ;fallow
ing 

ties: 	
- 	

• 
ilThat M

r. K
ennedy' had been 

killed through • a: :C
om

m
unist 

plot originating 
tu

b
a
 o

r in
 

the S
oviet U

nion... 
.,..,-4 1That 'the assassination had 
eien.P

rom
oteci by • right-w

ing 
pblitical'w

nspim
m

i in 
6 U

nit- 
ed States. 	

. 	
. 	

. 
• 9T

h
at an

ti-C
astro

 C
u

b
an

s 
w

ere responsible. .• 	
• 

S
en

ato
r S

ch
w

eiker d
id

 h
o

t 
say w

hich, if any, of the possl-, 
bilitiei he believed.• 

"The only
.  thing • I'm

. certain 
about Is that w

e don't know
 the 

truth about the K
ennedy sagas-

sinatinn." 
said

 

I. 

r 

H
arvey O

sw
ald .w

as a .lone as%
 

B
assin on N

O
. 22,1963, W

hen 
rifle b

u
llets en

d
ed

 P
resid

en
t 

K
ennedy's life in D

allairriS said 
to be the hottest topic..on the 
college lecture:  

 
T

h
e th

em
e also

 d
o

m
in

ates 
m

any radio "talk S
how

s w
here 

p
h

o
n

e-in
 listen

ers tell each
 

other about G
overnm

ent dalials 
th

at m
ake 'p

o
litical p

o
licy in

 
the U

nited ;S
tates: "out of :the 

barrel of. a gun." 
O

nly one of the top. O
ffiC

ialS 
of the W

arren tom
m

ission 'hat 
been active in 'trying. to 'shore 
u

p
 its fin

d
in

g
s. H

e is D
avid

 
B

elin of D
es M

oines, one of the 
co

m
m

issio
n

 atto
rn

eys w
h

o
•

headed the investigation into 
L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald

. , - • 
A

 Flood of R
hetoric 

M
r. B

elin
's 'p

ain
stakin

g
 ef-

forts to point out that m
any, if 

n
o

t m
o

st, o
f . th

e alleg
atio

n
s 

being m
ade are untrue or are 

C
heer speculatidn have been al- 

com
e a. perm

anent enclave bf 
irrationality

,  in
 : o

u
r "n

atio
n

al 
consciousness;" the M

acm
illan 

w
rote.. 	

' ' 
In

 ad
d

itio
n

 to
 'co

lleg
e lec-

tu
res an

d
' rad

io
 "d

eb
ates," 

leaders ••, of the ' anti-W
arren 

C
om

m
ission m

ovem
ent haye 

kept ,their . view
point 

scores of "bookr,- in C
olinteiciii; 

tune m
agaibies and, recently ,  

at regional and; national sernit 
nars. •• 	

• 	
• 

•• O
ne such, m

eeting w
as held 

O
n, O

ct. 10, , 11 an
d

 12 in
 th

e 
gym

na
s
iu

m
 a

t , th
e
. U

n
iv

e
rs

ity
 

of H
artford .•/  

"A
ttendance 'O

ver. -  th
e th

ree.  
dayt ranged from

' 300 to 2,000, 
eve,n

 th
o

u
g

h
 'It p

o
u

red
 ;M

in
 

thrtingliout the w
eek-end.-•. 	

' 
; P

resid
in

g
 at th

e co
n

vetio
n

 
W

as M
ark Lane, efonitet m

erC 
er of the N

ew
 Y

ork S
tate A

s-, 
s b

ly w
h

o
 w

as th
e first an

d
 

has 'been the m
ost C

onsistent 
critic of the W

arren. C
om

m
is- 

sion. 	
• 	

.
- 

A
udience of. S

tudents 
In his rem

arks, M
raane told 

the audience, m
ost ;o

f w
h

o
m

 

 C,14%
., 

the K
ennedy M

urder '''haV
e bz■.%

 w
ith • the help of • the y.B

.I., 
plotted . and 

carried 
o

u
t th

e 
assassin ation, 	

Von:. Rolfes-. 
ton w

as w
andering about the 

floor of the gym
nasium

. trying 
to' find R

ussian spies and C
.LA

. 
agent!. • ..; 	

• 
A

ron. 
ing-a large Ted button .in

 rile 
lapelsw

itkthe legendt"I W
itte 

inf elves." . 	
' 

"Elvet  send.',Ine,;:m
eseagee! 

h
e.s

a
id

. ; •
c. 

,-'• O
ne frqw

ning yO
ung w

ornan 
w

hit' savr a m
ew

am
an.,talking to 

theniutpiliatintervened, saying 
that'll46 V

on Itollestoit."m
ekes 

things up:". 
gives • tii"a bad nam

e" 
shiliaid, adding that the m

ural, 
iS

t:has never studied; the W
art 

ree.. C
om

m
ission" report and is 

typical:0 the -'159m
illion 

A
m

ericans", W
ho don't :believe 

.believe 
that M

r.- O
sw

ald w
as a . lone 

assassin., • ._ 	
' • 

M
r. G

arrison's attendance at 
the' H

artford m
eeting w

as his 
firs

t v
e

n
tu

re
 b

a
c

k
 in

to
 th

e
 

realm
. of K

ennedy conspiracy 
th

eo
ry. sin

ce 1969 w
h

en
 h

e 
prO

secuted a N
ew

 O
rleans busi- 


